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HOW CAN SJTPO HELP? 
SJTPO will continue to work with regulatory agencies and its subregional partners to help ensure regional transportation 
projects can move forward effectively. SJTPO will convene a gathering of impacted agencies and jurisdictions with State 
and regional partners to discuss issues and identify sensible solutions that allow projects to advance while not 
compromising environmental protection. SJTPO will advocate for more municipal and county MOAs to streamline the 
project approval process. 

5. Infrastructure at Risk 
Sea level rise, increased storm severity, and increased precipitation – all the result of climate change – put aging, already 
taxed infrastructure in the SJTPO region at great risk. 

A major environmental concern within the SJTPO region and worldwide is the increase in average temperatures and the 
resulting changes to weather patterns. There is broad scientific consensus that greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions caused by 
human activity affect the earth’s climate and 
that increasing atmospheric GHG 
concentrations will result in significant adverse 
global, regional, and local environmental 
impacts. In New Jersey, average annual 
temperatures have increased by approximately 
4° since the end of the 1800s, with 2023 being 
the warmest year on record, with an average 
annual temperature of 55.4 degrees F. Between 
1900 and 2023, New Jersey’s annual average 
temperature has increased at a rate of 0.33 ± 
0.03 °F/decade.7 Under a moderate emissions 
scenario (SSP2-4.5 as detailed under the IPCC 
AR6 1), average annual temperatures in New 
Jersey are projected to increase 3.7–6.2 °F 
(10th–90th percentile of model projections) by 

 

7 NJ Rutgers Climate Change Report. State of the Climate 2023. Pg. 10. Accessed 11 August 2024. 

Figure 15 – Areas of Impact: Potential Sea Level Rise By 2050 
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