SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
VINELAND CITY HALL, Vineland, NJ
Monday, September 14, 2020, 10:00 a.m.
AGENDA

1. Roll Call

2. Public Comments Current Agenda Matters Only
3. Report of Nominating Committee/Election of Chairperson
With the retirement of Robert Brewer, Cumberland County election of a new Chairperson is
necessary. A memo summarizing the report of the Nominating Committee is attached for further
details. Additional nominations will be accepted at the meeting.
4. Minutes Approval – July 13, 2020
5. Adoption of SJTPO’s Title VI Implementation Plan: Recommendation to Policy Board
In the September 17, 2019 Planning Certification Review Report issued by FHWA and FTA,
SJTPO received a Corrective Action related to a number of Title VI issues. To address portions of
this corrective action, SJTPO has drafted a federally required Title VI Plan. This documents all
the requirements of SJTPO, and its subrecipients related to Title VI in administering all its
programs.
6. Adoption of SJTPO’s Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Language Assistance Plan:
Recommendation to Policy Board
In the September 17, 2019 Planning Certification Review Report issued by FHWA and FTA,
SJTPO received a Corrective Action related to a number of Title VI issues. To address portions of
this corrective action, SJTPO has drafted a federally required Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
Plan. This documents all the requirements of SJTPO, and its recipients related to accommodating
Limited English Proficient (LEP) populations in administering all its programs.
7. FY 2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Amendment: Recommendation to
Policy Board
SJTPO is seeking the addition of $31,951.98 of available FTA funds into SJTPO’s FY 2020
UPWP. The additional funds will be added to the $55,555 currently programmed for Task 20/403
Regional Trail Network – Feasibility Survey for a grand total of $87,506.98 for the technical
study. SJTPO released a Request for Proposal for the effort on August 20, 2020 with proposal due
September 17th and consultant selection anticipated in November. Pending approval by the
SJTPO TAC and Policy Board a formal request will be made to FHWA through NJDOT, with the
FY 2020 UPWP document updated.
8. SJTPO CY 2021 Safety Performance Targets: Recommendation to Policy Board
NJDOT has established and reported Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) targets for
2021 and intends to include them in their HSIP Annual Safety Report submitted to FHWA later
this year. As with targets in previous years, SJTPO is supporting the state targets, which it has the
option to do. A letter from NJDOT to FHWA, dated July 28, 2020, establishing the 2021 Safety

Performance Targets is attached for reference. Staff respectively requests that the TAC endorse
and support the 2021 Safety Performance Targets, as established by NJDOT.
9. CMAQ Mid-Performance Period Progress Report: Information Only
In September 2018, the SJTPO Policy Board adopted 2-year and 4-year targets for Traffic
Congestion Measures and On-Road Mobile Source Emissions Measures. These were incorporated
into the CMAQ Performance Plan, which is updated biennially. A separate report assesses the
progress of projects under the previous plan in achieving the air quality and traffic congestion
targets. Included in your packet is the CMAQ Mid-Performance Period Progress Report. As with
the CMAQ Performance Plan, the Mid-Performance Period Progress Report will be submitted to
the NJDOT for inclusion as an attachment to the State’s Baseline, Mid-, and Full-Performance
Period Reports.
10. RTP 2050: Update
Staff released the Draft Regional Transportation Plan, RTP 2050, on Friday, June 26, 2020, with
the public comment period in full swing. Comments on the draft document will be accepted
through Friday, December 11th. Two virtual public meetings have been held to date, with the third
meeting to be held Thursday, September 10th. Between the two virtual meetings, there has been a
total of approximately 24 attendees, with another seven (7) persons registered for the Thursday
evening meeting. The current Plan and the Draft RTP 2050, along with information on how to
comment and request accommodations are available on SJTPO’s website at www.sjtpo.org/RTP.
A second round of virtual public meetings to be held in the fall/winter will focus on reaching the
non-traditional populations, such as the disadvantaged and underserved. Anticipated adoption by
the Policy Board will be on January 25, 2021.
11. Regional Trail Network - Feasibility Survey – Designation of Consultant Selection
Committee
SJTPO released a Request for Proposal on August 20, 2020 seeking consultant support to identify
and evaluate the feasibility of routing for the Atlantic County Bikeway West. The effort will
include a number of activities that will help SJTPO understand the existing conditions related to
routing this particular bikeway as well as to understand the demand for, economic impact of such
a bikeway in addition to assessing operations, maintenance, security, and developing cost
estimates and a trail concept plan. Proposals are due on Thursday, September 24th with Selection
Committee scores requested to SJTPO by Thursday, October 8th. If consultant interviews are
needed, they are tentatively scheduled for the week of Monday, October 19th.
12. SJTPO Local Lead Project Status and HSIP/CMAQ Project Status Charts: Update
The FY 2020 Local Lead Project Status Chart is attached along two additional project status
charts which displays the HSIP and CMAQ projects programmed in FY 2020 and future years; all
updated 9/3/2020.
13. Technical Studies: Update
SJTPO currently has four (4) ongoing technical studies; Ocean Drive (CR 621) Upgrades and
Bridge Improvements Local Concept Development Study, Cumberland County
Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, Local Safety Program Design Assistance, and
Multilingual Outreach Services. The attached memo (9/4/2020) provides information regarding
the status of all technical studies.

14. Cross County Connection: Update
Cross County Connection staff will provide an update on the current and future work program
deliverables of interest to our region.
Other Updates
Central Staff
• COVID-19 Update
• FY 2021 UPWP
Member Agencies
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Planning Organization

782 South Brewster Road, Unit B6,
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Date: July 20, 2020
To:

Technical Advisory Committee

From: Jennifer Marandino on behalf of TAC Nominating Committee
Re:

2020 Chairperson to replace Robert Brewer, Cumberland County

At the July 13, 2020 meeting, Leslie Gimeno and Steve Mazur volunteered to serve on the Nominating
Committee for the appointment of a new Chairperson. The SJTPO TAC Chairperson is left vacant with
the retirement of Robert Brewer from Cumberland County, effective August 30, 2020.
After discussion, the TAC Nominating Committee recommends Leslie Gimeno, Cape May County serve
as the SJTPO Chairperson for the unexpired term of Robert Brewer. Ms. Gimeno is expected to serve
through the remainder of 2020. The election of a new Chairperson will be considered the September 14,
2020 TAC meeting. John Peterson, Atlantic County, will remain as the Vice Chairperson for 2020.
A new Chairperson and Vice Chairperson will be selected in January to serve for calendar year 2021.
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SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
VIRTUAL “GOTOMEETING”
Monday, July 13, 2020 10:00 a.m.
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Robert Brewer
Roll Call of Attendance
Members:
Jim Rutala, Atlantic City
Robert Brewer, Cumberland County
Leslie Gimeno, Cape May County
Blanca Quinde, NJ TRANSIT

John Peterson, Atlantic County
Kathleen Hicks, City of Vineland
Monica Etz, NJDOT
Steve Mazur, SJTA

Also, in attendance:
Dr. Collette Santasieri, NJIT
Eric Derer, CCCTMA
Doug Whitaker, Cumberland County
Meghan Wren, NJOPA
Alan Huff, SJTPO
Jason Simmons, SJTPO

Robert Church, Cape May County
John Knoop, Cumberland County
Brian Goodson, FTA
Jennifer Marandino, SJTPO
David Heller, SJTPO
Nancy Hammer, SJTPO

Roll Call
Public Comment Current Agenda Matters only
No comments were received.
Minutes Approval – May 11, 2020
On motion by John Peterson and second by Jim Rutala, the minutes of May 11, 2020 were unanimously
approved.
SJTPO Project Evaluation Process: Recommendation to Policy Board
Alan Huff explained that SJTPO has been working, as a part of the RTP update, to update the Project
Evaluation Process, used to aid in the selection of projects for inclusion in the TIP and RTP. Mr. Huff
added that the updated process better incorporates the Performance-Based Planning Process, RTP Goals
(federal Planning Factors), and SJTPO Planning Initiatives. Mr. Huff noted SJTPO that staff held a
workshop with TAC members in February 2020, incorporated substantive feedback, and fine-tuned the
process materials based on further feedback received in May. Mr. Huff thanked everyone for their help
and stated that staff is requesting approval of the new selection criteria in advance of approval of RTP
2050. He added that the use of the new process will begin with solicitation for the FY 2022-2025 TIP.
Kathie Hicks asked for clarification on the language on Page 2, #9 that discusses documenting TAC
decisions that deviate from the evaluation criteria. Mr. Huff explained that this will be “learn as we go”,
but the expectation was that we have a documented, transparent process that lays out how projects are
selected. He further noted that the intention was that if the TAC chooses to deviate in the final selection
from the documented criteria that it would need to document the reasoning for that decision, which

would be made part of that transparent record.
On motion by John Peterson and seconded by Steve Mazur, the TAC unanimously approved the
recommendation to Policy Board.
FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Modification – Flex to NJ TRANSIT:
Recommendation to Policy Board
Jason Simmons explained that staff is requesting a modification to DBNUM X065 Local CMAQ
Initiatives, which would reduce SJTPO’s line item in FY 2020 and authorize the flex of funds to NJ
TRANSIT. The purchase of a total of 12 vehicles ($1.096 M total) between the two jurisdictions will be
made by NJ TRANSIT as part of their next round of purchases, including:
• Seven (7) Replacement paratransit passenger buses for Atlantic County, in the amount of $0.616
M
• Five (5) low emission, unleaded fuel, body on chassis minibuses for Cape May County, in the
amount of $0.480 M
Mr. Simmons added that in 2018, Atlantic and Cape May County were both awarded CMAQ funds to
purchase paratransit passenger buses and SJTPO is now requesting to flex these funds to NJ TRANSIT.
John Peterson asked about the anticipated delivery date, to which Mr. Simmons stated that at the Policy
Board meeting a letter and resolution must be submitted to NJ TRANSIT and then approved by NJ
TRANSIT with the full timeline anticipated to be 12 to 18 months. Blanca Quinde noted she would try
to find more information.
On motion by John Peterson and seconded by Leslie Gimeno, the TAC unanimously approved the
recommendation to Policy Board.
FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Modification: Recommendation to
Policy Board
Jason Simmons explained that staff is requesting a second modification to DBNUM X065 Local CMAQ
Initiatives, which would reduce SJTPO’s line item in FY 2020 and reprogram those funds to Cape May
County’s Pacific Avenue (CR 621), Fish Dock Road to Rambler Road project (DBNUM S1711). The
Pacific Avenue project currently funded with STBGP – B5K200K. Mr. Simmons stated that this action
includes reprogramming a small surplus of funds ($0.2015 M) available from the reduction of the
original request to purchase paratransit buses and $0.095 M in previously unprogrammed funds, for a
total of $0.297 M. He explained that this action also includes an additional $0.222 M be reprogrammed
from Ocean City’s Improving Air Quality and Reducing Traffic Congestion Through Biking in Ocean
City. The Ocean City project was a 2016 CMAQ project and contingent upon the project not advancing
in FY 2020 for authorization of CMAQ funds. A memo was included in the TAC packet, which provided
the additional details related to the Ocean City project. Cape May County is waiting to receive plans for
the Ocean City project, but it is very unlikely that this will make the deadline.
On motion by Kathleen Hicks and second by Steve Mazur, the TAC unanimously approved the
recommendation to Policy Board.
Jason noted that he will keep the TAC updated on the Ocean City project.
FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Modification – Statewide: Committee
Action

Jason Simmons explained that NJDOT requested a TIP Modification for the Statewide Program Line
Item of DBNUM X03A Restriping Program & Line Reflectivity. He noted that the Committee Action
would approve an increase of $23.207 M; including $21.5 M in new “long life pavements” work to be
authorized in August and $1.707 M in the current negative balance. The work is split between contracts
three contract North ($7.5 M), Central ($8.5 M), and South ($5.5 M), including Atlantic, Burlington,
Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem Counties. The eSTIP pages were included for
additional details.
On motion by Monica Etz and second by Leslie Gimeno, the TAC unanimously approved the
recommendation to Policy Board.
Designation of Nominating Committee for TAC Chairperson
Bob Brewer stated that he will be leaving at the end of August and SJTPO needs to designate a
Nominating Committee to select a new Chairperson for the remainder of the 2020 calendar year. Jennifer
Marandino stated that the election for a new Chairperson will be made at the September 14th TAC
Meeting for the remaining two meetings. Leslie Gimeno and Steve Mazur volunteered to sit on the
Nominating Committee.
RTP 2050: Update
David Heller stated that staff released the Draft Regional Transportation Plan, RTP 2050 on Friday, June
26, 2020, with SJTPO currently accepting public comments. Mr. Heller explained that the RTP 2050 is
an update to the current regional transportation plan, Transportation Matters: A Plan for South Jersey,
which was adopted in July 2016. The current Plan and the Draft RTP 2050, along with information on
how to comment and request accommodations are available on SJTPO’s website at www.sjtpo.org/RTP.
Mr. Heller stated that to allow for equitable outreach to include both virtual and in-person meetings, US
DOT granted a 6-month extension on the adoption of RTP 2050. The consideration of adoption by the
Policy Board is anticipated on January 25, 2021 and he explained that virtual public meetings are
anticipated for July and August. In-person public meetings are planned for later in the year, contingent
upon the ability to safely convene in groups. Jennifer Marandino noted that a GoToMeeting virtual
platform was purchased and will be utilized for virtual meetings, newspaper ads and the SJTPO email list
will be used to reach out to the public. The assistance of the subregions is appreciated to help advertise
the meeting.
FY 2022-2024 CMAQ Program – Designation of CMAQ Selection Committee
Jason Simmons stated that SJTPO released a Notice of Funding Availability for the competitive
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program on April 13th with applications due July 22nd.
Currently volunteers are needed to serve on the CMAQ Selection Committee are requested. The purpose
of the committee is to review and score applications and ultimately make recommendations on the
funding of projects to TAC. Mr. Simmons noted that the timeline for the current solicitation of the
CMAQ Program was included in the TAC packet for reference. Kathleen Hicks suggested extending the
submission date due to office closures related to COVID-19.
Kathleen Hicks, Leslie Gimeno and Steve Mazur volunteered to be on the CMAQ Selection Committee.
Monica Etz questioned if a representative from NJDOT was needed, she volunteered Brian Leckie or
someone from the NJDOT Multimodal Office. Jason Simmons stated that a 2-week extension would
bring the final date to submit to August 5th. Jennifer Marandino noted that an email will be sent out with
the updated dates and the website will be updated as well.

SJTPO Local Lead Project Status and HSIP/CMAQ Project Status Charts: Update
Jason Simmons stated that the FY 2020 Local Lead Project Status Chart were included in the TAC
packet along with two additional project status charts which displays the HSIP and CMAQ projects
programmed in FY 2020 and future years; all charts were updated 6/29/2020.
NJ TRANSIT FY 2020-2023 TIP Modifications: Information Only
Jason Simmons explained that SJTPO approved two Administrative Modifications for NJ TRANSIT
related to their Locomotive Overhaul (DBNUM T53E) and Rail Rolling Stock Procurement (DBNUM
T112) programs. The T53E funds are being decreased by $9.091M with T112 being increased by the
same amount. The increase will support the debt service payments for the Dual Power Locomotives in NJ
TRANSIT’s grant application. Before and After TIP pages were included in the TAC packet for
reference.
Technical Studies: Update
Jennifer Marandino explained that SJTPO currently has four (4) ongoing technical studies. The FY 2020
Air Quality Technical Assistance technical study was recently completed on June 30, 2020. Ms.
Marandino noted that the included memo (7/2/2020) provided information regarding the status of all
technical studies.
Cross County Connection: Update
Eric Derer explained that a survey was recently submitted regarding Safe Routes to School for summer
camps to get an idea of how to move forward toward the school year. He noted that Cross County
Connection has a surplus of bicycle helmets to which they are reaching out to local Police Departments
to see if they are interested in distributing. Mr. Derer stated that a Pedestrian Safety Audit was done in
Pennsville to assist in preparing for their grant cycle. He also noted that the Atlantic Shuttle Advisory
Committee is moving forward with their first meeting on August 15th at 10:00 a.m., they will meet on a
quarterly basis to collaborate to advance the goals of the shuttles, to conduct outreach, and advocate for
the community shuttles. The goals are to expand the region and increase awareness of the shuttles,
creating a network of support to allow the shuttles to be sustainable long term. Potential members of this
committee would be community leaders, local organizers, any businesses along shuttle routes, or anyone
to help advocate these shuttles. Mr. Derer note that if anyone has other candidate suggestions of
additional representatives please contact Patrick Farley or Ronda Urkowitz at Cross County Connection.
Bob Brewer questioned who was contacted regarding the bicycle helmets to which Mr. Derer stated that
so far in the SJTPO region, Salem and Cumberland Counties were both contacted.
Brownfields Blueprint Learning Lab: WebEx Training Opportunity
David Heller introduced Dr. Collette Santasieri, Executive Director of NJ Brownfields Assistance Center
at NJIT.
Dr. Santasieri stated that the Center was established back in February and NJ Brownfields focuses solely
on serving New Jersey. It is a free resource funded by the NJ Economic Development. Dr Santasieri
explained that the definition of brownfields, per New Jersey Legislation, is any former or current
commercial or industrial site that is currently vacant or underutilized and on which there has been or
there is suspected to have been a discharge of a contaminant. The US EPA has a similar definition where
they define it as a property where expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by
the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance pollutant or contaminant. Dr. Santasieri
noted that this basically classifies property that investors shy away from because it may be contaminated.
She stated that many old mills, factories, rail yards or auto repair businesses which are potentially all

over New Jersey are considered brownfields. The redevelopment of these sites for communities have a
lot of negative connotations, impacts to the environment and economy, and neighborhood deterioration.
Dr. Santasieri stated that many of these brownfield locations lower property values, reduce economic
opportunities, tax revenue, and economic growth. She explained that the Assistance Center views these
brownfields as opportunities to contribute to creating sustainable and resilient communities. She
explained the in-house knowledge or resources are not always available withing the county or
municipality, but the Assistance Center can provide a free resource for the communities, MPO’s, county
and local government officials and staff. Dr. Santasieri stated that she would like to provide a 2 hour
Learning Lab to those interested to provide guidance on how to plan, fund, cleanup, and redevelop these
sites transforming them into community assets, such as retail, commercial, residential, recreational, and
other land use.
Jennifer Marandino questioned if any of the counties or municipalities would be interested in the
Learning Lab. Ms. Marandino explained that SJTPO would be willing to get the word out for the
subregions to advertise the meetings or possibly get something started.
Other Updates
Central Staff
• COVID-19 Update
Jennifer Marandino explained that SJTPO is still working from home, aside from Monica and
Nancy working a hybrid schedule at the office, and that she herself will occasionally go into the
office. Ms. Marandino stated that staff is doing an excellent job considering these conditions with
is no set date as to if or when staff will return to the office.
•

SJTPO Central Staff Vacancy – Assistant Planner
Jennifer Marandino explained that the Assistant Planner Engineer was advertised with 15
applications received, eight persons were interviewed with one candidate standing out as the top
candidate, Katherine Eliot. Ms. Marandino stated that after meeting with the Policy Board
Subcommittee on Monday, Katie was made a tentative offer for which she accepted the position.
The next steps will be for the action to go to SJTA’s Board of Commissioners meeting then Katie
will get processed with Human Resources at SJTA.

•

FY 2021 Future Budget Expenses
Ms. Marandino explained that the FY2021 budget included funds to purchase traffic
counters/cameras and bicycle/pedestrian recorders. SJTPO can purchase these items, but Ms.
Marandino questioned if that was still of interest to the subregions with the current conditions
related to reduced traffic from COVID-19. The funds for the purchase would be available through
June 2021.
Alan Huff added that Atlantic and Cape May Counties seem to have the highest
bicycle/pedestrian counts currently. John Peterson stated that Atlantic County would still be
interested in the purchase of the bicycle/pedestrian recorders.

•

Network Screening List
Alan Huff explained that new Networking Screening Lists were received from NJDOT that
replaced the old screening list by CAIT. SJTPO has reviewed the lists which are now posted on

the website showing the projects eligible of HSIP funds. Mr. Huff noted that if anyone has a
location not on these lists that they feel may have safety issues, please let him know so SJTPO
can further investigate crash data and determine if the location may be eligible for HSIP funding.
Member Agencies
Bob Brewer commended SJTPO with maintaining the constant workflow since March. Ms. Marandino
agreed that staff is handling the situation very well and doing an amazing job.
On motion by Steve Mazur and second by Jim Rutala the meeting was adjourned.
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South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
English
Attention: If you wish to request this publication
in another language other than English, or wish to
contact SJTPO for our language assistance, please
call (856) 794-1941 or email TitleVI@sjtpo.org.
Additional charges may apply for reprint of our
publications.

Spanish / Español
Atención: Si desea solicitar esta publicación en
otro idioma que no sea inglés, o desea
comunicarse con SJTPO para recibir asistencia con
nuestro idioma, llame al (856) 794-1941 o envíe
un correo electrónico a TitleVI@sjtpo.org. Pueden
aplicarse cargos adicionales por la reimpresión de
nuestras publicaciones.

Chinese / 中文
注意：如果您希望使用英语以外的其他语言来
请求本出版物，或者希望与SJTPO联系以获取我
们的语言帮助，请致电
或发送电子邮件至

(856)

794-1941

TitleVI@sjtpo.org.

重印我们的出版物可能需要支付额外费用.

Vietnamese / Tiếng Việt
Lưu ý: Nếu bạn muốn yêu cầu xuất bản này bằng
một ngôn ngữ khác không phải tiếng Anh, hoặc
muốn liên hệ với SJTPO để được hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ
của chúng tôi, vui lòng gọi (856) 794-1941 hoặc
gửi email đến TitleVI@sjtpo.org. Các khoản phí bổ
sung có thể áp dụng cho việc tái bản các ấn phẩm
của chúng tôi.

Gujarati / ગજરાતી

યાન: જો તમે અં ે
િસવાયની અ ય કોઈ
ભાષામાં આ કાશનની િવનંતી કરવા માંગતા હો,
અથવા
અમારી
ભાષા
સહાય
માટે
એસજેટીપીઓનો સંપક કરવા માંગતા હો, તો કૃ પા
કરીને (856) 794-1941 પર ક callલ કરો અથવા
શીષક TitleVI@sjtpo.org પર ઇમેઇલ કરો.
અમારા કાશનોને ફરીથી છાપવા માટે વધારાના
શુ ક લાગુ થઈ શકે છે.

Draft 9/6/2020
Other Indic Languages:
Bengali / বাঙািল

মেনােযাগ িদন: আপিন যিদ এই
কাশনােক
ইংের জ ব তীত অন কানও ভাষায় অনুেরাধ
করেত চান বা আমােদর ভাষা সহায়তার জন
এসেজ টিপওর সােথ যাগােযাগ করেত চান, তেব
(856) 794-1941 কল ক ন বা ইেমল
TitleVI@sjtpo.org আমােদর
কাশনা পুনরায়
মু েণর জন অিতির চাজ েযাজ হেত পাের।

Hindi / िहं दी

ान द: यिद आप अं ेजी के अलावा िकसी अ भाषा
म इस काशन का अनुरोध करना चाहते ह, या हमारी
भाषा सहायता के िलए SJTPO से सं पक करना चाहते ह,
तो कृपया (856) 794-1941 पर कॉल कर या
TitleVI@sjtpo.org पर ईमेल कर। हमारे काशनों के
पुनमु ण के िलए अित र शु
लागू हो सकते ह।

Nepali / नेपाली

ान िदनुहोस् : यिद तपाइँ यस काशनलाई अ
other◌् ेजी बाहेक अक भाषामा अनु रोध गन
चाहानु छ वा SJTPO लाई स क गन चाहानु छ भने
हा ो भाषा सहयोगका लािग (856) 794-1941 या ईमेल
TitleVI@sjtpo.org मा कल गनुहोस्। थप शु ह
हा ा काशनह को पुनः ि को लािग लागू न
स छ।

Urdu / اردو
دھ ان: اشاعت اس ﻣ زان اور ک عﻼوه انگ ﺰی آپ ا ر
 ﮨ چا کرنا درخواست، اﻣداد زان ماری ا
ل
اﺲ
 ﺗو ﮨ چا کرنا را طہ او، ( کرم براه856)
794-1941  عنوان ا ک ﮟ ال ﭘرTitleVI@sjtpo.org ای ﭘر
اشاعت دو اره اشاعتوں ماری چارجﺰ اضا ک ﮟ۔ ﻣ ﻞ
ﮨ ۔ سک ل ل

Punjabi / ਪੰਜਾਬੀ

ਿਧਆਨ ਿਦਓ: ਜੇ ਤੁ ਸੀ ਂ ਇਸ ਪਕਾਸ਼ਨ ਨੂੰ ਅੰਗੇਜ਼ੀ ਤ ਇਲਾਵਾ
ਿਕਸੇ ਹੋਰ ਭਾਸ਼ਾ ਿਵਚ ਬੇਨਤੀ ਕਰਨਾ ਚਾਹੁਦ
ੰ ੇ ਹੋ, ਜਾਂ ਸਾਡੀ
ਭਾਸ਼ਾ ਸਹਾਇਤਾ ਲਈ ਐਸ ਜੇ ਟੀ ਪੀ ਓ ਨਾਲ ਸੰਪਰਕ
ਕਰਨਾ ਚਾਹੁਦ
ੰ ੇ ਹੋ, ਤਾਂ ਿਕਰਪਾ ਕਰਕੇ (856) 794-1941 'ਤੇ
ਕਾਲ ਕਰੋ ਜਾਂ ਈਮੇਲ TitleVI@sjtpo.org. ਸਾਡੇ ਪਕਾਸ਼ਨ
ਦੁਬਾਰਾ ਛਾਪਣ ਲਈ ਵਾਧੂ ਖਰਚੇ ਲਾਗੂ ਹੋ ਸਕਦੇ ਹਨ.
Created using Google Translate; last updated by
SJTPO 8/17/2020
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Notice for This Iteration of the Title VI Plan
In an effort to ensure that the South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization’s (SJTPO’s)
first Title VI Implementation Plan responds to the needs of the Title VI populations in the
region, SJTPO secured outside resources to assist in identifying and implementing proactive
public input strategies that are inclusive of the region’s Title VI communities, referred to as
Multilingual Outreach Services. However, the COVID-19 pandemic limited and delayed the
ability of SJTPO to meaningfully and equitably engage with the community prior to adoption of
this Plan. SJTPO has extended the Multilingual Outreach Services contract and is working to
identify and implement methodology for outreach to begin in the Fall of 2020 This outreach will
assist SJTPO in updating this Title VI Plan, which will be re-released in 2021.

Disclaimer
This report has been prepared by the South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization with
financing by the Federal Transit Administration and the Federal Highway Administration of the
U.S. Department of Transportation. This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of
the U.S. Department of Transportation in the interest of information exchange. The SJTPO is
solely responsible for its contents.
SJTPO fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act
of 1987, Executive Order 72898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination
mandates in all programs and activities. SJTPO’s website, www.sjtpo.org, may be translated
into multiple languages. Publications and other public documents can usually be made available
in alternative languages and formats, if requested. SJTPO’s public meetings are always held in
ADA-accessible facilities and held in transit-accessible locations whenever possible. Translation,
interpretation, or other auxiliary services can be provided to individuals who submit a request
at least seven days prior to a public meeting. Translation and interpretation services for SJTPO’s
projects, products, and planning processes are available, generally free of charge, by calling
(856) 794-1941. All requests will be accommodated to the greatest extent possible. Any person
who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by SJTPO under
Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint must be in writing and filed
with SJTPO’s Title VI Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state or federal agency
within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For more information on SJTPO Title
VI program or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please visit: www.sjtpo.org/TitleVI, call (856)
794-1941, or email TitleVI@sjtpo.org.
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Overview
The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO) is the federally designated
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the four-county region composed of Atlantic,
Cape May, Cumberland, and Salem Counties in southern New Jersey.
As a recipient of federal funding, the MPO is required to comply with various civil rights
statutes, executive orders, and regulations that are intended to ensure that traditionally
underserved populations are included in the planning process and have access to MPO
activities. The primary civil rights authorities include:
•

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which states that “no persons in the United
States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any
program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.”

•

Executive Order 13166—lmproving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English
Proficiency (LEP), which directs federal agencies, and recipients of federal funding, to
provide meaningful language access to their services. Under Title VI, LEP is considered the
primary marker of national origin.

•

Executive Order 12898—Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice (EJ) in
Minority Populations and Low-income Populations, which requires federal agencies
(and recipients of their funding) to address EJ concerns.

•

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits public entities from
discriminating against persons with a disability or excluding them from participation in,
or denying them the benefits of, their services, programs, or activities.

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) require
the MPO to comply with these civil rights mandates by developing programs to include
underserved populations and monitoring and reporting regularly on the programs’ success. This
implementation plan addresses the reporting requirements under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and FHWA's annual reporting requirements under its Title VI/non-discrimination
program. The report provides a detailed look at the demographic composition of the region,
while including ways in which the SJTPO will maintain, monitor, and analyze information to
ensure compliance. The demographic composition of the SJTPO region’s population includes
the following:


A highly diverse population that is 39 percent minority. Hispanic, Black and Asian people
comprise the largest groups of minorities in the region. Hispanics are the largest of the
three at 18.5 percent of total regional population.



Over 30,000 households (or 14.7 percent) live below the poverty level.



Approximately 9.3 percent of the population is considered LEP. Of that, the largest share
are the 6.2 percent (or 34,711 persons) who speak Spanish or Spanish Creole and speak
English less than very well.
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People with disabilities comprise 14.0 percent of the population.



About 7.4 percent of the population is 75 and older.
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The implementation plan makes the following commitments in keeping with laws and
regulations covering MPOs:


The SJTPO strives to ensure that all segments of the population have the opportunity to
be involved in the transportation planning process.



The SJTPO conducts extensive public outreach and is committed to accessible
engagement, including for traditionally underserved residents and those with disabilities
or limited English proficiency, as outlined in its Public Involvement Plan (PIP).



The SJTPO’s Title VI Coordinator is responsible for overseeing compliance and ensuring
implementation of the Title VI program.



The SJTPO’s Title VI Complaint Procedure specifies the SJTPO’s process for investigating
Title VI complaints, while ensuring due process for complainants and respondents. Any
person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice
under Title VI has the right to file a formal complaint within 180 calendar days of the
alleged occurrence. Complaints can be e-mailed to TitleVI@SJTPO.org.



Demographic and other data will be used to analyze and measure transportation
investment benefits and burdens to the protected population, including minority and
low-income residents, those with limited English proficiency or disabilities, zero-vehicle
households, and older residents.



The SJTPO consistently considers transportation equity when developing studies as
listed within the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), selecting projects for inclusion
in the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), and programming projects in the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Taken as a whole, the transportation
planning services provided by the SJTPO do not pose disproportionate or adverse
impacts on minority populations.

Section 1: Introduction
Section 1.1: MPO Planning Process
Federal legislation which authorizes funding for transportation improvements requires any
urbanized area (UZA) with a population greater than 50,000 to have an MPO to plan for and
make decisions on the use of that federal transportation funding. MPOs ensure that existing
and future expenditures for transportation projects and programs are based on a continuing,
cooperative and comprehensive (often referred to as 3C) planning process. Among other
mandated functions, MPOs cooperate with State and public transportation operators to
program federal funds for eligible transportation projects.
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Section 1.2: Core MPO Products
Under federal law, the SJTPO is responsible for producing the planning products described
below.
•

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) — Updated every four years, the RTP sets out a
vision for the development of the region’s transportation infrastructure over 20+ years.
It includes goals and strategies, as well as an analysis of regional trends.

•

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — Updated every two years, the TIP is a
four-year list of projects drawn from the RTP. To be eligible for federal funding,
proposed projects must be approved by the SJTPO Policy Board for inclusion in the TIP.

•

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) — Updated annually and guided by the RTP,
the UPWP summarizes transportation planning activities to be conducted by the SJTPO
staff, member agencies and other transportation agencies in the region.

•

Air Quality Conformity Determination — The SJTPO is required to conduct an analysis
of the air quality impacts of the RTP and TIP, called a conformity determination, to
demonstrate that projects and programs conform to the New Jersey State
Implementation Plan (SIP) for meeting and maintaining National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQs).

•

Public Involvement Plan (PIP) — Updated periodically, the PIP outlines how SJTPO is
meeting all federal public involvement mandates. It is regularly updated to reflect
SJTPO’s current outreach activities. The PIP reaffirms SJTPO's commitment to an
accessible, open, and inclusive planning process.

•

Congestion Management Process (CMP) — Updated periodically, the CMP is a
systematic process that provides for safe and effective integrated management and
operation of the multimodal transportation system.

•

Access for All Transit Plan – Updated every five years, the Access for All Transit Plan
serves as the Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan for the SJTPO region.
This Plan identifies unmet transportation needs and recommends improvements and
opportunities for coordination.

Section 1.3: SJTPO Structure
The governing body of the SJTPO is the Policy Board. It consists of eleven voting members; one
elected official from each county government, one municipal elected official from each county
(specifically including the Mayors of Atlantic City and Vineland), and one representative each
from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT), New Jersey Transit (NJ TRANSIT),
and the South Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA). The Policy Board is informed by
recommendations of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), a committee of planning and
engineering experts in the region.
The TAC is a fourteen-member committee comprised of staff of each Policy Board member, as
well as representatives of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority (NJTA) and the Delaware River
and Bay Authority (DRBA), along with the chairperson of the Citizens Advisory Committee
SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan
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(CAC). The FHWA, FTA, South Jersey Economic Development District (SJEDD), and the Cross
County Connection Transportation Management Association (CCCTMA) each have one nonvoting representative on the TAC.

Section 2: Title VI Compliance
Section 2.1: FHWA and FTA compliance
The SJTPO, as the subrecipient of federal funds through NJDOT, has committed that, as a
condition to receiving any federal financial assistance from the United States Department of
Transportation (USDOT), through FHWA, it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations
relating to Title VI and non-discrimination. A formal statement of assurances is included in
Appendix A.
Section 2.2: Why Title VI and EJ are Important in the Planning Process
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Executive Order 12898 on EJ are integral parts of the
transportation planning and programming process throughout the United States, particularly in
urban regions. As stated previously, the SJTPO produces the RTP, TIP, UPWP, Air Quality
Conformity, which are required for the MPO to be certified as meeting federal requirements for
metropolitan transportation planning and to receive federal surface transportation funds. All
these documents, to various degrees, prioritize projects and programs that address the needs
of populations under the EJ and Title VI programs. The commitment to Title VI and EJ has, and
continues to be, reflected in the SJTPO’s work program, publications, communications, and
public involvement efforts.
This Title VI Implementation Plan institutes a framework to ensure compliance by SJTPO with
regards to Title VI, the EJ Executive Order, and related statutes regarding nondiscrimination.
Section 2.3: Role of the Title VI Coordinator
SJTPO’s _____________ serves as the Title VI Coordinator and is responsible for overseeing
compliance and ensuring implementation of the Title VI program. The Coordinator of the Title
VI Program is ultimately responsible for the day-to day administration and monitoring of Title VI
and EJ activities and preparing all required reports. Other staff members are expected to
provide information and support to assist the Title VI Coordinator to perform his/ her/their
tasks that pertain to non-discrimination regulations and procedures detailed in federal
guidance and the SJTPO’s Title VI Implementation Plan.
In support of this, the Title VI Coordinator will:
•

Ensure all SJTPO activities follow the Title VI Implementation Plan and monitor the
implementation of the program and any related compliance issues.

•

Ensure the collection of data related to this Title VI Implementation Plan, including
statistical data (e.g., race, color, gender, age, disability, and language proficiency) for use
in planning and monitoring by SJTPO, its subregions, consultants, and the public.
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•

Ensure that Title VI Implementation Plan information is disseminated to SJTPO staff,
member agencies, consultants engaged in technical studies for SJTPO or member
agencies, participants in the metropolitan transportation planning process, and the
public.

•

Ensure the inclusion of the Title VI Policy Statement in contracts and organizational
materials, products and reports, and that Title VI Implementation Plan policies,
provisions, and related requirements are provided, as applicable, to consultants, vendors
or other parties under direct contract with the SJTPO.

•

Identify, investigate, and address discrimination when found to exist relating to SJTPO’s
metropolitan transportation planning process, which includes all projects, studies, and
programs.

•

Monitor federal and state laws, rules, regulations, guidelines, and other resource
information pertaining to SJTPO’s Title VI Implementation Plan.

•

Develop and maintain a list of interpretation or translation service providers.

•

Assess communication strategies and address additional language needs as they arise.

•

Prepare annual reports summarizing all of SJTPO’s Title VI activities, accomplishments,
and complaints.

•

Periodically review the SJTPO’s Title VI program to assess whether administrative
procedures are effective, staffing is appropriate, and adequate resources are available to
ensure compliance.

•

Review important issues related to non-discrimination with the Executive Director, as
needed.

•

Coordinate with appropriate federal, state, and regional entities to periodically provide
SJTPO’s employees with training opportunities regarding non-discrimination.

The SJTPO will ensure that the metropolitan transportation planning process and its products
and processes, including contracts, comply with this Title VI program. Routine compliance
discussions will be held with the SJTPO’s member agencies as part of annual program audits,
and the member agencies will be encouraged to participate in related training, presentations,
conferences, and webinars sponsored by NJDOT and/or FHWA and FTA.
SJTPO’s Title VI Coordinator is responsible for advising staff about available training in support
of Title VI compliance. This will be done in coordination with NJDOT, DVRPC, NJPTA, and the
South Jersey Transportation Authority, who serves as SJTPO’s administrative host. Information
on related training, such as diversity and Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO)/Affirmative
Action, is circulated and is also made available to the member agencies. Materials received by
the agency on training and educational opportunities will be made available to all staff
members, including any training from NJDOT and federally funded training provided by
agencies such as the National Highway Institute and National Transit Institute.
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Section 2.4: Complaint Procedures and Activities
SJTPO’s Title VI Complaint Procedure specifies the process employed by SJTPO to investigate
Title VI complaints, while ensuring due process for complainants and respondents. This process
does not prohibit the SJTPO from attempting to informally resolve complaints where possible.
The Title VI Complaint Procedure applies to all external complaints relating to SJTPO’s
metropolitan transportation planning process, filed under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(including related Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) and EEO provisions), as well as
other related laws as specified in this Title VI program, which prohibit discrimination on the
basis of race, color, disability, sex, age, income, or national origin.
The Title VI Complaint Procedure is an administrative process that does not provide for
remedies that include punitive damages or compensatory remuneration for the complainant.
Intimidation or retaliation of any kind is prohibited by law. SJTPO will use procedures approved
by FHWA to investigate complaints filed directly with the SJTPO against contractors and subrecipients. This is in accordance with 23 CFR 200.9 (b) (3). The SJTPO cannot investigate
complaints filed against itself.
Under this procedure, any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful
discriminatory practice under Title VI has the right to file a formal complaint. The complaint
must be filed within 180 calendar days of the alleged occurrence, when the alleged
discrimination became known to the complainant, or when there has been a continuing course
of conduct, the date on which the conduct was discontinued or the latest instance of the
conduct.
Complaints shall be filed by completing and submitting the SJTPO’s designated Title VI NonDiscrimination Complaint Form available on its website (a copy of the complaint form is also
available in Appendix C for reference). Complaints can also be submitted without the complaint
form, as long as the information required by the form is included in the complaint, including the
complainant’s name, mailing address, name of agency or department that discriminated, a
description of the discrimination, identification of witnesses. Complaints can be e-mailed to
TitleVI@sjtpo.org. The complaint can also be mailed to the Title VI Coordinator, South Jersey
Transportation Planning Organization, 782 South Brewster Road, Unit B6, Vineland, New Jersey
08361 or faxed to the Title VI Coordinator, SJTPO, at (856) 794-2549. “Title VI Complaint”
should be noted in the subject line of the e-mail, letter, or fax.
If information is needed in another language, the Title VI Coordinator can be contacted at (856)
794-1941. The Title VI Coordinator will provide appropriate assistance to complainants who
need help filing a complaint, including those persons with disabilities, or who are limited in
their ability to communicate in English. Complaints received by telephone will be recorded in
writing by the Title VI Coordinator and will be processed after the complainant confirms and
edits the statement, if necessary. Complaint forms that are prepared by the SJTPO Title VI
Coordinator will be processed after they are forwarded to the complainant to be verified,
signed, and returned to the SJTPO Title VI Coordinator.
SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan
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The SJTPO will process written complaints that are complete. Complaints need to adhere to the
following:
 Complaints must include the date of the alleged act of discrimination (date when the
complainant(s) became aware of the alleged discrimination; or the date on which that
conduct was discontinued or the latest instance of the conduct).
 Complaints must present a detailed description of the issues, including the basis of the
complaint (e.g., race, color, national origin); and names, agencies and job titles of those
individuals perceived as parties in the complained-of incident.
 Complaints must include sufficient information to understand the facts that led the
complainant to believe that discrimination occurred in a program or activity that
receives federal financial assistance.
The Title VI Coordinator will acknowledge receipt of the complaint by letter or email (whichever
is applicable) to the complainant(s) within 10 business days of receipt of the complaint. The
letter or email will advise the complainant(s) that the complaint is being investigated and
provide a date by which the complainant will receive a response, within 90 days of the receipt
of the complaint. If a complaint is filed against the SJTPO, then it will be forwarded to NJDOT for
processing and investigation.
Should additional information be needed to assess or investigate the complaint, the Title VI
Coordinator will contact the complainant within 10 business days of the postmark of the
acknowledgement of the complaint. The complainant’s failure to provide the requested
additional information by the date specified by the Title VI Coordinator could result in the
administrative closure of the complaint. If the complaint is rejected, the Title VI Coordinator will
inform the complainant of the appropriate appeal authority and set up a timeline for an appeal.
With the complainant's consent, and in the best interests of all parties involved in the
complaint, attempts may be made to resolve the matter informally. However, if the
complainant is dissatisfied with the SJTPO's decision, he/she/they may bring the matter to the
attention of the NJDOT, FHWA, FTA, US Department of Transportation (USDOT), and the US
Department of Justice (USDOJ).
If the complaint has merit, the Title VI Coordinator will supervise a thorough investigation and
submit a written Report of Findings to the SJTPO's Executive Director for a final determination.
Within 60 days of the receipt of the complaint, SJTPO will notify the complainant of its findings,
the proposed disposition of the matter, the avenues available for appeal, and the timeline to
appeal if there is dissatisfaction with the SJTPO's decision. The proposed remedy will include
the actions necessary to correct and prevent future occurrences.
SJTPO will issue letters of findings for all investigations processed or develop informal
settlements for all complaints processed. In accordance with regulations at 23 CFR 200, SJTPO
will forward a copy of the complaint and a copy of the its report of the investigation to the
NJDOT and the FHWA Division Office, within 60 days of the date the complaint was received.
The FHWA may grant an extension of an additional 60 days for justifiable reasons.
SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan
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Section 2.5: Record of Title VI Investigations, Complaints, or Lawsuits
SJTPO must prepare and maintain a list of any active investigations, lawsuits, or complaints
naming the SJTPO and/or its subrecipients, that allege discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, disability, or retaliation. SJTPO also has the responsibility to
periodically inform the NJDOT and FHWA Division Office of the status of all complaints and
lawsuits.
If a Title VI complaint is made against the SJTPO, it will be logged and kept on record file at the
SJTPO office. The Title VI Complaint Log will include the following information:
 Name of the complainant(s);
 Date complaint (or lawsuit) was received;
 Nature of the complaint;
 Name of the SJTPO’s Title VI Coordinator or other SJTPO representative dealing with the
complaint;
 Status; and
 Disposition of the complaint.

Section 3: Key Areas of Title VI Activities for SJTPO
Section 3.1: Planning and Programming
As indicated earlier, the SJTPO is responsible for developing an RTP, TIP, UPWP, and air quality
conformity, for the use in programming federal transportation funding for both planning
activities and transportation projects within its planning area. As part of the Title VI
requirements, the SJTPO’s planning and programming activities seek to ensure compliance by
looking at the most current and complete data on the region’s residents each year in terms of
age, race, income, English proficiency, disabilities, and zero-vehicle households. This data shall
be used to analyze and measure transportation investment benefits and burdens to the
protected population, including minority and low-income populations and others. Data
gathering procedures will be reviewed regularly to ensure sufficiency of the data in meeting the
requirements of the Title VI program. The SJTPO will use this information to inform not only the
planning activities, but also support the TIP Project Evaluation Criteria to ensure equitable
investments in the region.
An EJ and Title VI assessment of the metropolitan transportation planning process will be
undertaken to reflect the SJTPO’s RTP update every four years and the TIP update every two
years to demonstrate that the burdens and benefits of transportation plans and programs are
distributed equitably across racial and socioeconomic groups. Using this analysis staff and
member agencies can assess the impacts that plans, programs, and projects may have on
low-income and minority residents and other segments of the population.
In addition, the SJTPO will continue to provide the necessary data and guidance to subregions
to ensure that planning studies funded through the SJTPO complete an EJ and Title VI
assessment (where applicable).
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Section 3.2: Public Outreach and Involvement
Section 3.2.1: Four Factor Analysis
Consistent with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, USDOT’s implementing regulations, and
Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English
Proficiency (65 FR 50121, Aug. 11, 2000), recipients must take reasonable steps to ensure
meaningful access to benefits, services, information, and other important portions of their
programs and activities for LEP persons. This includes conducting a four-factor analysis to
determine the specific language services that are appropriate to provide as part of the
recipient’s Language Assistance Plan, which will be discussed further in the next section.
The four-factor analysis is based on the framework provided in Section V of USDOT’s Policy
Guidance Concerning Recipients’ Responsibilities to Limited English Proficient (LEP) Persons.
Factor 1: The number or proportion of LEP persons eligible to be served or encountered by
SJTPO programs, services, or activities.
LEP populations are comprised of persons who are unable to communicate effectively in English
because their primary language is not English, and they have not developed fluency in the
English language. Thus, people included in LEP populations may have difficulty speaking or
reading English and will need translation to and from their primary language. USDOT has
adopted the Department of Justice’s Safe Harbor Provision, which outlines requirements for
translation of written materials for LEP populations. The Safe Harbor Provision stipulates that, if
a recipient provides written translation of vital documents for each eligible LEP language group
that constitutes 5 percent of the region’s total population or 1,000 persons, whichever is less,
then such action will be considered strong evidence of compliance with the recipient’s written
translation obligations.
To better understand the number or proportion of LEP persons in the SJTPO region,
demographic data for people that speak English “less than very well” (as defined by the Census)
was collected and analyzed. Due to limitations in data coverage and availability county level
data for the 2015 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates was used. Table 1 details
the LEP population, by language spoken based on ability to speak English. The five (5) language
groups, highlighted in orange, fall under the “Safe Harbor” provision as explained in the USDOT
guidance; they will be referred to when identifying LEP individuals who may need language
assistance.
Table 1: LEP Population, by Languages Spoken (Safe Harbor Languages in Orange)
Geographic Area Name
Total Population
Total (Age 5+)
Speak only English
Total LEP Population
Percent LEP Population

SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan

SJTPO
Region
571,568
557,984
434,716
51,707
9.3%

Atlantic
County
265,429
258,822
187,888
29,806
11.5%

Cape May
County
92,560
91,308
82,287
3,480
3.8%

Cumberland
County
150,972
146,466
108,326
16,060
11.0%

Salem
County
62,607
61,388
56,215
2,361
3.8%
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Spanish or Spanish Creole
Chinese
Vietnamese
Other Indic languages
Gujarati
Russian
Tagalog
Italian
Korean
French Creole
Arabic
Hindi
Urdu
Greek
Other Slavic languages
Polish
French (incl. Patois, Cajun)
Other Asian languages
German
Other Indo-European languages
African languages
Serbo-Croatian
Japanese
Portuguese or Portuguese Creole
Armenian
Persian
Laotian
Thai
Other and unspecified languages
Other Pacific Island languages
Yiddish
Hebrew
Mon-Khmer, Cambodian
Hungarian
Other Native North American
languages
Scandinavian languages
Other West Germanic languages
Hmong
Navajo

Draft 9/6/2020

34,711
2,495
2,329
2,250
1,731
788
743
733
665
569
494
423
418
400
376
360
353
308
220
187
183
158
137
134
108
96
66
63
51
48
35
29
17
14
11

16,288
2,244
2,294
2,124
1,580
313
581
333
438
506
426
252
411
269
138
174
258
120
89
150
153
91
31
75
108
80
66
63
6
48
35
29
17
12
0

2,175
54
27
79
44
168
56
190
49
0
5
0
0
74
136
88
62
0
80
24
30
37
48
46
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0

14,396
156
8
47
93
300
70
201
95
49
10
149
0
23
23
72
30
188
31
13
0
12
58
5
0
0
0
0
25
0
0
0
0
0
6

1,852
41
0
0
14
7
36
9
83
14
53
22
7
34
79
26
3
0
20
0
0
18
0
8
0
10
0
0
20
0
0
0
0
0
5

4
0
0
0

4
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

Source: ACS, 2015 5-year Estimates, Table B16001: “Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and over.”
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As shown in the table above, the 9.27 percent of the SJTPO region’s population that speak
English less than very well are considered LEP. Of that, 6.22 percent or 34,711 people speak
Spanish or Spanish Creole. This is the most significant LEP group in the SJTPO region. Following
Spanish and Spanish Creole are Chinese (0.45 percent), Vietnamese (0.42 percent) Other Indic
Languages (0.40 percent), and Gujarati (0.31 percent). Under the Safe Harbor Provision, SJTPO
is obligated to provide translation of written materials related to the planning products and
analyses into languages that meet or exceed the established 5 percent or 1,000-person
threshold. The five languages or language groups noted above meet or exceed this threshold.
For purposes of these operating procedures, Spanish/Spanish Creole is considered the primary
LEP language, while the remaining four languages are considered secondary LEP languages. The
secondary LEP languages will be evaluated for translation and other LEP services on a case by
case basis.
The figure below illustrates the spatial distribution of the region as it relates to population 5
years and older who speak English less than very well.
Figure 1: Percent Population 5 Years and Over Who Speak English Less Than Very Well

Source: ACS, 2015 5-year Estimates, Table B16001
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Factor 2: The frequency with which LEP persons come in contact with these programs,
services, or activities.
The four-factor analysis identified Spanish/Spanish Creole as the most significant language
spoken by the LEP population in the SJTPO region. Staff will continue to monitor the requests
for language assistance to gauge outreach effectiveness to this population.
The SJTPO conducts regular Policy Board meetings, advisory committee meetings, and other
public meetings throughout the year. Community outreach and the website are the main
source of potential contact between the MPO and LEP persons. While the frequency of contact
is difficult to anticipate, the SJTPO endeavors to accommodate the needs of the LEP community
on a case by case basis. The need for and the specific mechanisms for conducting outreach
opportunities to engage populations that are traditionally not involved in the transportation
planning process are outlined in the SJTPO’s Public Involvement Plan (PIP).
Factor 3: The nature and importance of these program, service, or activity to LEP people’s
lives.
The SJTPO programs use federal funds to plan for future transportation improvements and
projects, and therefore, do not include any direct service or program that requires vital,
immediate, or emergency assistance, such as medical treatment or services for basic needs (like
food or shelter). Involvement by any member of the public with the SJTPO or its committees is
voluntary.
However, consistent with federal policy the SJTPO must ensure that all segments of the
population, (including LEP persons), have been involved or have had the opportunity to be
involved in the transportation planning process. The impact of proposed transportation
investments on underserved and underrepresented populations is part of the evaluation
process for using federal funds in the RTP, TIP, and UPWP.
The SJTPO will place emphasis on language assistance for educational materials and public
input related to the three major areas identified above as well as the Public Involvement Plan
(PIP) and the Access for All Transit Plan. These materials often are helpful with outreach related
to other projects and studies being conducted in the region.
Factor 4: The resources available to the recipient and the overall cost to the SJTPO of
providing meaningful language assistance measures.
The SJTPO is working to assess the following available resources that could be used for
providing LEP assistance:
 Identifying which documents should be translated
 Identifying what volunteer language interpreters are readily available
 Identifying how to secure on-going interpreter and translation services, including
working with NJDOT, DVRPC, and NJTPA regarding possible resource pooling
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Section 3.2.2: Language Assistance
As a small organization, SJTPO has not yet been in a position to establish standing contracts
with firms to offer regular translation or interpretation services. SJTPO has been in
communication with NJDOT and neighboring MPOs – DVRPC and NJTPA – regarding possible
shared services that serve this standing function. SJTPO has reached out to its member
subregions to identify if they have these services available that could be shared, but they have
generally indicated that they do not have these services available on an on-going basis. It is
SJTPO’s intent to offer both written translation and oral interpretation assistance measures in
any language, upon request. Outside of technical service contracts, which often include such
services, and until other means are identified, SJTPO will utilize work with individuals who make
requests to utilize transcription tools to assist and ensure equitable opportunities are provided.
SJTPO has secured a consultant to provide Multilingual Outreach Services, as a part of a onetime contract. This contract will include the translation of the executive summaries of each of
SJTPO’s vital documents, will assist SJTPO in identifying appropriate stakeholders, and will
provide multilingual interpreters at events to receive feedback on the Title VI and LEP Plans to
allow SJTPO to update these documents in 2021.
Section 3.2.3: LEP Plan
The SJTPO conducts extensive public outreach and is committed to accessible engagement, as
outlined in its PIP (Appendix F). As part of this outreach, accommodations are made to ensure
individuals in the SJTPO region with limited English proficiency are able to participate in the
planning process. The SJTPO provides website translation services in a wide range of languages
through Google translate. In addition, the following assistance is provided:


Written Translation of “Vital Documents" — Executive summaries of select core
planning products (RTP, TIP, UPWP, and PIP) are translated into the primary LEP
language. The LEP Plan will be translated along with the Citizen’s Guide to
Transportation Planning in South Jersey, and other various Title VI materials.



Translation of Outreach Documents — As part of its public outreach for the RTP, TIP,
UPWP, and other core planning documents, the SJTPO will translate meeting flyers, fact
sheets, and surveys into the primary LEP language. Outreach products will be translated
into the secondary LEP and other languages as needed on a case by case basis.



Oral Translation Services — Requests for translation services, which must be made
seven (7) days in advance of a meeting, can be submitted to TitleVI@sjtpo.org or by
calling (856) 794-1941 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on weekdays.



Public Notice of Language Assistance — The SJTPO will provide public notice of the
availability of language assistance on an on-going basis through the following means:
o Information on the availability of language assistance will be maintained on the
SJTPO website, www.SJTPO.org, along with instructions on how to access the
assistance.
o Brochures containing language assistance instructions will be made available at
public meetings and are available in public areas of the SJTPO’s office.
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o SJTPO will work to identify local, non-English language media with the goal of
posting language assistance notices directed at LEP individuals and their
languages.
For location-specific planning projects and studies (such as a subregional study or technical
study identified within SJTPO’s work program) funded by the SJTPO, project managers will
provide language assistance consistent with the above SJTPO policies for its own meetings and
key planning documents. This includes:


As part of their Environmental Justice analysis, project managers will identify LEP
populations within the study area as well as thresholds for language assistance. Oral,
written, and website language assistance will be provided for the primary languages and
on a case by case basis for secondary languages. Participating counties/municipalities may
also request translations into additional languages based on the needs of the population.



Project managers must provide notice of availability of language assistance services under
the Safe Harbor Provision. This can include brochures or flyers about language assistance
services posted online and in public places, meeting handouts and notices submitted to
non-English language media directed at LEP individuals in their primary language.



All public meeting notices, project fact sheets, and surveys should be translated into the
primary LEP language and any other languages as needed on a case by case basis, with
other materials to be translated upon request.

Section 3.3: Subrecipient Compliance and Monitoring
Title 49 CFR Section 21.9(b) states that if "a primary recipient extends federal financial
assistance to any other recipient, such other recipient shall also submit such compliance reports
to the primary recipient as may be necessary to enable the primary recipient to carry out its
obligations under this part." The primary recipient has a responsibility to both provide
assistance to and monitor subrecipients for compliance with USDOT’s Title VI regulations. If the
subrecipient is not in compliance, then the primary recipient is also not in compliance.
Section 3.3.1: Providing Assistance to Subrecipients
The SJTPO will make available to its subrecipients information and resources regarding its Title
VI program to assist subrecipients in achieving and maintaining compliance. This assistance will
most likely be needed when the subrecipient is a first-time grantee or is not also a direct
recipient; however, the following information and resources will be made available to all
subrecipients, as needed:


Demographic information on the race and limited English proficiency of residents served
by the subrecipient. This information will assist the subrecipient in assessing the level and
quality of service it provides to communities within its service area and in assessing the
need for language assistance.



Sample notices to the public informing beneficiaries of their rights under USDOT’s Title VI
regulations, procedures on how to file a Title VI complaint, and the recipients Title VI
complaint form.
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Sample procedures for tracking and investigating Title VI complaints filed with a
subrecipient, and when the subrecipient is expected to notify the primary recipient of
complaints received by the subrecipient.



Any other available information or data that will assist subrecipients in complying with
Title VI.

Section 3.3.2: Monitoring Subrecipient Compliance
Monitoring subrecipients is a critical aspect of the SJTPO’s Title VI program, as all subrecipients
must be in compliance. At a minimum, when the local public agency (LPA) requests
transportation funding, the SJTPO will review the Title VI and LEP planning efforts of
subrecipients to demonstrate compliance with requirements outlined in the FTA C 4702.1B,
that apply to the subrecipient, based on the type of agency and/or public transit provider. If the
LPA has an inadequate Title VI/LEP process or document, the SJTPO will provide resources to
the LPA to help them make necessary updates. SJTPO will also forward training opportunities to
the LPAs, as appropriate.
Section 3.3.3: Consultant Contracts
The SJTPO is responsible for selection, negotiation, and administration of its consultant
contracts, as well as the administration of subcontracts with subrecipients of federal funds. The
SJTPO operates under its internal contract procedures and all relevant federal and state laws.
The SJTPO verifies Title VI compliance by consultants and subrecipients in the contracting
process. Signature of the terms of the contract, which includes contract provisions for Title VI
compliance, is used to verify compliance by the consultant. In addition, Title VI language is
included in the SJTPO’s solicitations and Requests for Proposals (RFPs).

Section 4: SJTPO Demographic and Transportation Investment Profile
The following information addresses Title VI reporting requirements for MPOs as described in
FTA Circular 4702.1B. The SJTPO is not a provider of fixed route public transportation service;
therefore, requirements specific to MPOs serving as transit providers are not included in this
section.
All MPO recipients must provide a demographic profile of the metropolitan area within their
Title VI program. Data from the 2017 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates was
collected for six different factors: minority population, low-income population, LEP persons,
people with disabilities, zero vehicle households, and the older adult population in the SJTPO
region. The representation for each factor as a percentage of the total population was used to
illustrate the community composition. Additionally, the factors were mapped using GIS
software and overlaid with the TIP projects to better understand the spatial relationship
between transportation improvement projects and the specific population characteristics
identified under Title VI and EJ. One of these maps showing Minority populations relative to
project investments is shown in Figure 10.
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Section 4.1: Minority Population
The SJTPO region contains a diverse population, of which 39 percent is considered minority. For
the purpose of this analysis minority is defined as the total population minus White Alone-NonHispanic or Latino. The racial composition of the region is depicted in Table 2.
Table 2: Racial Composition of the SJTPO Region
Racial Minority
Hispanic or Latino
American Indian or Alaskan Native
Asian
Black-African American
Native Hawaiian-Other Pacific Islander
Some Other Race
Two or More Races
SJTPO Total

Population

% of Population

108,706

18.5%

2,301

0.4%

26,504

4.5%

83,762

14.3%

178

0.0%

30,111

5.1%

20,329

3.5%

230,050*

39.2%*

Source: ACS, 5-year Estimates, 2013-2017, Table B03002

* Note: SJTPO Total is not a reflection of each of the groups above directly added together, as
Hispanic or Latino overlaps with racial minority group populations.
The table shows that Hispanic, Black, and Asian people comprise the largest groups of
minorities in the region. The figure on the next page illustrates the minority population spatial
distribution by block group.
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Figure 2: Percent Minority Population by Census Block Group

Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (ACS1), B03002

Most of the minority population is concentrated in Atlantic and Cumberland Counties.
Additionally, there are small pockets of minority population that exceed the regional threshold
in Cape May and Salem Counties.
Section 4.2: Low Income
The ratio of income to poverty level in the past 12 months is used to calculate the percentage
of low-income residents in the SJTPO region. The same metric is used to determine low-income
populations in EPA’s EJSCREEN tool. The national poverty level is used to determine the
percentages of low-income persons living in the SJTPO region, as detailed by county in Table 3.
Approximately 14.7 percent or approximately 30,500 households are living below the poverty
level in the SJTPO region.
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Table 3: Low Income Households by County
County
Total Households
Atlantic
Cape May
Cumberland
Salem
SJTPO

100,660
39,861
50,596
24,038
215,155

Draft 9/6/2020

Low Income
Households

% Low Income
Households

14,290
4,194
8,935
3,124
30,543

14.20%
10.52%
17.66%
13.00%
14.20%

Source: ACS, 5-year Estimates, 2013-2017, Table C17017

Cumberland County has the highest percentage (17.66 percent) of low-income households
compared to its total population, while Cape May has the lowest with 10.52 percent of its
households identified as low income. Figure 3 illustrates concentrations of low-income people
by block groups.
Figure 3: Percent Low Income Population by Census Block Group

Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (ACS1), B03002
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Section 4.3: Limited English Proficiency
This is addressed through the four-factor analysis, covered in Section 3.2.1. The four-factor
analysis includes the following:
1. The number or proportion of LEP persons eligible to be served or encountered by SJTPO
programs, services, or activities.
2. The frequency with which LEP persons come in contact with these programs, services, or
activities.
3. The nature and importance of these program, service, or activity to LEP people’s lives.
4. The resources available to the recipient and the overall cost to the SJTPO of providing
meaningful language assistance measures.
Some highlights of this analysis include that Spanish is the primary LEP language, with Chinese,
Vietnamese, Other Indic Languages, and Gujarati as secondary LEP languages. It has also
highlighted vital documents that will be translated into the primary language and will be
translated upon request in other languages. More information on this four-factor analysis can
be found in Section 3.2.1, including the LEP population in SJTPO region, including a table of
English proficiency and map of LEP households.
Section 4.4: People with Disabilities
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) prohibits public entities from discriminating
against people with disabilities or excluding them from participating in, or denying them the
benefits of, the entities’ services, programs, or activities. Although disability protections are not
explicitly a part of Title VI, they are implied in the inclusive public participation requirements.
For MPOs, this means that public meetings are held in accessible buildings and that “vital
documents” are available in accessible formats to members of the public. The table below
shows the breakdown of people with a disability by county.
Table 4: Population with a Disability by County
County
Atlantic
Cape May
Cumberland
Salem
SJTPO

Total Population

Total Population
with a Disability

% Population with a
Disability

270,265
92,434
143,496
62,626
568,821

36,453
13,007
20,519
9,724
79,703

13.49%
14.07%
14.30%
15.53%
14.01%

Source: ACS, 5-year Estimates,2013-2017, Table S1810. Total population is defined as total civilian noninstitutionalized.

People with disabilities compose 14.01 percent of the regional population. By county, Salem
has the largest percentage of people with a disability at 15.53 percent of its noninstitutionalized population. Figure 4 on the next page illustrates the spatial distribution of the
population by block group of people who have a disability.
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Figure 4: Percent Population with a Disability by Census Tract

Source: 2013-2017 ACS B22010

Additional information was collected that allows the SJTPO to look at specific disability
characteristics as defined by the U.S. Census. The disability types include hearing, vision,
cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, and independent living difficulties. The table below illustrates
the breakdown by type of disability by county and for the SJTPO region.
Table 5: Population by Type of Disability by County
County

Atlantic

Total Population
Total Population w/ a Disability
% Pop. w/a Disability
% Pop. w/ Hearing Difficulty
% Pop. w/ Vision Difficulty
% Pop. w/ Cognitive Difficulty
% Pop. w/ Ambulatory Difficulty
% Pop. w/ Self- Care Difficulty
% Pop. w/ Independent Living Difficulty

270,265
36,453
13.50%
3.20%
2.40%
5.20%
7.70%
2.80%
5.10%
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Cape May

Cumberland

92,434
13,007
14.10%
4.20%
2.50%
4.80%
7.50%
2.80%
5.00%

143,496
20,519
14.30%
3.30%
2.80%
5.70%
7.50%
3.40%
5.90%

Salem

SJTPO

62,626
9,724
15.50%
4.50%
3.00%
5.50%
8.00%
2.90%
4.90%

568,821
79,703
14.00%
3.50%
2.60%
5.30%
7.70%
3.00%
5.30%
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Source: ACS, 5-year Estimates,2013-2017, Table S1810. Total population is defined as total civilian noninstitutionalized.

When dealing with various transportation projects and programs it is vital to understand how
they will impact a person with a disability. It is also important to recognize the type of disability.
A person with a hearing disability will be affected in a vastly different way than a person with a
vision disability. This data will also help support the SJTPO’s outreach efforts and ensure
inclusivity of persons with a disability, where applicable and warranted.
Section 4.4: Zero- Vehicle Households
Over 11 percent of the region’s households have no vehicle. Atlantic County, specifically
Atlantic City and Pleasantville, which are both highly urban municipalities, have 13.65 percent
zero-vehicle households. While Cape May and Salem Counties, only have 8.13 percent and 8.15
percent zero vehicle households, respectively. Table 6 depicts the percentage of zero-vehicle
households by county and for the SJTPO region.
Table 6: Zero-Vehicle Households by County
County
Total Households
Atlantic
Cape May
Cumberland
Salem
SJTPO

100,660
39,861
50,596
24,038
215,155

Households with No
Vehicles

% Households with
No Vehicles

13,736
3,241
5,229
1,958
24,164

13.65%
8.13%
10.33%
8.15%
11.23%

Source: ACS, 5-year Estimates, 2013-2017, Table B25045

The figure below illustrates the distribution of zero-vehicle households by block group.
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Figure 5: Zero Vehicle Households by Census Blocks Group

Source: following ACS table: ACS_17_5YR_B25045_with_ann

Section 4.5: Senior and Youth Population
In order to understand the unique transportation needs of both senior and youth populations,
data1 was collected for the following age cohorts: 75 years and older, under 5 years old, and 5
to 17 years old. These age-specific needs could include proximity to amenities like day cares,
schools, or adult living facilities, and accessibility to jobs or mass transit. Considering the
distinctive needs of the age cohort better supports planning for transportation improvements.
In the SJTPO region, 7.4 percent of the population is 75 and older. Cape May County has the
highest percentage of seniors, with 10.6 percent of residents. Table 7 details the senior
population percentage for each county in the SJTPO region.

1

ACS, 2017 5-year Estimates, Table B01001

SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan

27

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
Table 7: Population 75 years and older by County
County
Total Population Total Population 75 years
and Older
Atlantic
Cape May
Cumberland
Salem
SJTPO

272,926
94,549
154,952
63,776
586,203

18,898
10,054
9,437
4,846
43,235

Draft 9/6/2020

% Population 75 years
and Older
6.9%
10.6%
6.1%
7.6%
7.4%

Source: ACS, 2017 5-year Estimates, Table B01001

The figure below represents the spatial distribution by census block groups for the region.
Figure 6: Percent Population 75 and Older by Census Block Group

Table 8 and Figure 7 show the percentage of population under 5 years old in the SJTPO region,
as well as the spatial distribution of the population under 5 years old. Based on the data, 5.8
percent of the population in the SJTPO region is under 5 years old.
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Table 8: Population Under 5 years old by County
Total Population
County
Atlantic
Cape May
Cumberland
Salem
SJTPO

272,926
94,549
154,952
63,776
586,203

Draft 9/6/2020

Total Pop. Under
5 years old

% Pop. Under 5
years old

15,767
4,483
10,232
3,531
34,013

5.8%
4.7%
6.6%
5.5%
5.8%

Source: ACS, 2017 5-year Estimates, Table B01001

Figure 7: Percent Population Under 5 years Old by Census Block Group

Table 9 shows that 15.9 percent of the population in the SJTPO region is between the ages of 5
and 17 years old.

SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan

29

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization

Draft 9/6/2020

Table 9: Population ages 5 to 17 years old by County
County
Total population
Ages 5 to 17
Atlantic
Cape May
Cumberland
Salem
SJTPO

272,926
94,549
154,952
63,776
586,203

43,955
12,382
26,588
10,551
93,476

Perc. Ages 5 to 17
16.1%
13.1%
17.2%
16.5%
15.9%

Source: ACS, 2017 5-year Estimates, Table B01001

The figure on the next page depicts the spatial distribution by block group.
Figure 8: Percent Population Age 5 to 17 by Census Block Group

Source: ACS, 2017 5-year Estimates, Table B01001

Section 4.6: Mobility Needs of Minority Populations
MPOs are required to include in the Title VI Implementation Plan a description of the
procedures by which the mobility needs of minority populations are identified and considered
within the planning process. In developing the SJTPO’s planning activities, the SJTPO seeks out
and considers the needs of those traditionally underserved by existing transportation systems,
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including minorities. The SJTPO strives to include all stakeholders, including protected
populations, including minority and low-income residents, those with limited English
proficiency or disabilities, zero-vehicle households, and older residents, in its planning activities.
The SJTPO is updating its Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan, known as the
Access for All Transit Plan, to be adopted early 2021. Like its predecessor, the plan will offer
comprehensive recommendations for meeting the transportation needs of four target
populations: persons ages 65 and older, low-income individuals, people with disabilities, and
veterans. The planning process included extensive outreach to gather input from the
stakeholders and target populations.
Section 4.7: Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
The TIP is a four-year, fiscally constrained, listing of projects and programs, including those that
intend to use federal funds, all non-federally funded projects that are regionally significant, and
other state-funded capital projects. Transportation projects must be included in the TIP to
receive most types of federal funding. SJTPO updates and publishes the TIP every two years. It
represents a consensus among MPO members and other major transportation interests in the
region as to what improvements should have priority for available funds. SJTPO also publishes
an Executive Summary for the TIP, is developing an interactive map of TIP-related projects, and
maintains documentation of public comments and Policy Board actions to the TIP. It is
important to note that the projects listed in the RTP match those listed in the TIP. The RTP
similarly includes an Executive Summary and documentation of public comments.
As part of federal regulation FTA C 4702.1B, MPOs are required to provide a demographic map
that overlays the percent of minority and non-minority populations as identified by Census or
ACS data, at census tract or block group level, and charts that analyze the impacts of the
distribution of state and federal funds in the aggregate for transportation purposes, including
federal funds managed by the MPO as a designated recipient. For the purpose of this
implementation plan, the ACS 5-year estimates for 2017 at the block group level were used.
Figure 9 below illustrates those block groups above and below the minority regional threshold
of 39 percent and the FY 2020-2024 TIP projects.
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Figure 9: TIP Funding Allocation by Census Block Groups and Minority Population

Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (ACS1), B03002

The FY 2020-2024 TIP projects were used to determine investment made in minority and nonminority communities. The TIP includes a number of state and regional programs and projects
that cannot be associated with a specific geographic location and therefore are not mapped.
These projects are therefore not included in the funding per resident calculation, below.
Projects that are mapped and intersect with the minority communities were added to
determine the total minority community transportation investment in the FY 2020-2024 TIP.
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Figure 10: Percent Minority Population by Census Block Group and TIP Projects

Table 10: Distribution of FY 2020-2024 TIP Investment by Minority and Non-Minority
Populations
Population by Census
Funds per
TIP Funds Allocated
Population
Block Groups
Residents
Non-Minority
Minority
SJTPO Region Average

$181,749,769.85
$166,836,262.10
$348,586,031.96

332,827
253,376
586,203

$546.08
$658.45
$594.65

Source: Minority Population - 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (ACS1), B03002

Table 10 above shows that $658.45 in TIP funds are invested per resident in minority areas.
While $546.08 in TIP funds are invested per resident in non-minority areas. This shows that TIP
funding allocation is higher in Minority Census Block Groups than the region as a whole, which
reflects positively on the equity of investments in the region. As new project data becomes
available, the analysis of the distribution of state and federal funds in the minority areas will be
updated.
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Section 4.8: Disparate Impacts
Recipients of funding, approved by the SJTPO, are required to analyze, based on the
information provided in Section 4.7, if there are any disparate impacts on the basis of race,
color, or national origin, sex, age, disability, or retaliation. The SJTPO consistently considers
transportation equity when developing studies for the UPWP, selecting projects for inclusion in
the RTP, and programming projects into the TIP. These three documents are complementary
and inform each other. Efforts undertaken in the UPWP support the goals and objectives
identified in the RTP and are often the foundation of the project development process for those
projects that will eventually be included in the TIP.
Taken as a whole, the transportation planning services provided by the SJTPO do not pose
disproportionate or adverse impacts on minority populations.
Section 4.9: Analysis & Monitoring Projects and Processes
As stated previously in Section 3.1, Planning and Programming , the SJTPO will seek to ensure
compliance by looking at the most current and complete data on race, low income, LEP, people
with disabilities, zero-vehicle households, and age of residents in its planning area. This data
will be used to analyze and measure transportation investment benefits and burdens to
minority populations. Data gathering procedures will be reviewed regularly to ensure it
sufficiently meets the requirements of the Title VI program. SJTPO will continue to use this
information to inform not only the planning activities, but also support the TIP scoring criteria
to ensure equitable investments in the region.

Section 5: Conclusion
This SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan has been prepared pursuant to Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, FTA Circular 4702.1B, Title VI, and Title VI Dependent Guidelines for Federal
Transit Administration Recipients (October 1, 2012). The SJTPO Policy Board will considered
approval of this plan at their September 28, 2020 meeting (See Appendix E for documentation
confirming approval).
The Implementation Plan provides a necessary framework for ensuring:
 that federally assisted benefits and related services are made available and are
equitably distributed,
 that the level and quality of federally assisted services are sufficient to provide equal
access and mobility to all persons, and
 that adequate opportunities for all to participate in planning and decision-making
processes occur.
Additionally, this plan serves as a foundation to ensure corrective and remedial actions are
taken for all federal funding that passes through SJTPO’s process to prevent discriminatory
treatment of any beneficiary, provides procedures for investigating Title VI complaints, ensures
that meaningful access to programs and activities is provided for LEP populations, and provides
steps for informing the public of their rights under Title VI.

SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan

34

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization

Draft 9/6/2020

Appendix A: Title VI Assurance
The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Standard Title VI/
Non-Discrimination Assurances
DOT Order No. 1050.2A
The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization ("SJTPO") (herein referred to as the
"Recipient"), HEREBY AGREES THAT, as a condition to receiving any Federal financial assistance
from the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), through Federal Highway Administration
("FHWA"), Federal Transit Administration ("FTA"), and Federal Aviation Administration
("FAA"), is subject to and will comply with the following:
Statutory/Regulatory Authorities


Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.5.C. § 2000d et seq., 78 stat. 252), (prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin);



49 C.F.R. Part 21 (entitled Non-discrimination in Federally-Assisted Programs of The
Department of Transportation-Effectuation of Title VI of The Civil Rights Act Of 1964);



28 C.F.R. section 50.3 (U.S. Department of Justice Guidelines for Enforcement of Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964);

The preceding statutory and regulatory cites hereinafter are referred to as the "Acts" and
"Regulations," respectively.
General Assurances
In accordance with the Acts, the Regulations, and other pertinent directives, circulars, policy,
memoranda, and/or guidance, the Recipient hereby gives assurance that it will promptly take
any measures necessary to ensure that:
"No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to
discrimination under any program or activity, ''for which the Recipient receives Federal
financial assistance from DOT, including the FHWA, FTA, and/or FAA.
The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 clarified the original intent of Congress, with respect to
Title VI and other Non-discrimination requirements (The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973), by restoring the broad, institutional-wide scope
and coverage of these non-discrimination statutes and requirements to include all programs
and activities of the Recipient, so long as any portion of the program is Federally assisted.
Specific Assurances
More specifically, and without limiting the above general Assurance, the Recipient agrees with
and gives the following Assurances with respect to its Federally assisted Unified Planning Work
Program:
SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan
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1. The Recipient agrees that each "activity," "facility," or "program," as defined in§§
21.23(b) and 21.23(e) of 49 C.F.R. § 21 will be (with regard to an "activity") facilitated, or
will be (with regard to a "facility") operated, or will be (with regard to a "program")
conducted in compliance with all requirements imposed by, or pursuant to the Acts and
the Regulations.
2. The Recipient will insert the following notification in all solicitations for bids, Requests
for Proposals for work, or material subject to the Acts and the Regulations made in
connection with all activities as identified in the Unified Planning Work Program and, in
adapted form, in all proposals for negotiated agreements regardless of funding source:
3. "SJTPO, in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78
Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies all
bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full and fair
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated
against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award."
4. The Recipient will insert the clauses of Appendix A and E of this Assurance in every
contract or agreement subject to the Acts and the Regulations.
5. The Recipient will insert the clauses of Appendix B of this Assurance, as a covenant
running with the land, in any deed from the United States effecting or recording a
transfer of real property, structures, use, or improvements thereon or interest therein
to a Recipient.
6. That where the Recipient receives Federal financial assistance to construct a facility, or
part of a facility, the Assurance will extend to the entire facility and facilities operated in
connection therewith.
7. That where the Recipient receives Federal financial assistance in the form, or for the
acquisition of real property or an interest in real property, the Assurance will extend to
rights to space on, over, or under such property.
8. That the Recipient will include the clauses set forth in Appendix C and Appendix D of this
Assurance, as a covenant running with the land, in any future deeds, leases, licenses,
permits, or similar instruments entered into by the Recipient with other parties:
a. for the subsequent transfer of real property acquired or improved under the
applicable activity, project, or program; and
b. for the construction or use of, or access to, space on, over, or under real
property acquired or improved under the applicable activity, project, or
program.
9. That this Assurance obligates the Recipient for the period during which Federal financial
assistance is extended to the program, except where the Federal financial assistance is
to provide, or is in the form of, personal property, or real property, or interest therein,
or structures or improvements thereon, in which case the Assurance obligates the
Recipient, or any transferee for the longer of the following periods:
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a. the period during which the property is used for a purpose for which the Federal
financial assistance is extended, or for another purpose involving the provision of
similar services or benefits; or
b. the period during which the Recipient retains ownership or possession of the
property.
10. The Recipient will provide for such methods of administration for the program as are
found by the Secretary of Transportation or the official to whom he/she/they delegates
specific authority to give reasonable guarantee that it, other recipients, sub-recipients,
sub-grantees, contractors, subcontractors, consultants, transferees, successors in
interest, and other participants of Federal financial assistance under such program will
comply with all requirements imposed or pursuant to the Acts, the Regulations, and this
Assurance.
11. The Recipient agrees that the United States has a right to seek judicial enforcement with
regard to any matter arising under the Acts, the Regulations, and this Assurance.
By signing this ASSURANCE, SJTPO also agrees to comply (and require any sub-recipients, subgrantees, contractors, successors, transferees, and/or assignees to comply) with all applicable
provisions governing the access to records, accounts, documents, information, facilities, and
staff. You also recognize that you must comply with any program or compliance reviews, and/or
complaint investigations conducted by the DOT. You must keep records, reports, and submit
the material for review upon request to DOT, or its designee in a timely, complete, and
accurate way. Additionally, you must comply with all other reporting, data collection, and
evaluation requirements, as prescribed by law, or detailed in program guidance.
SJTPO gives this ASSURANCE in consideration of and for obtaining any Federal grants, loans,
contracts, agreements, property, and/or discounts, or other Federal-aid and Federal financial
assistance extended after the date hereof to the recipients by the U.S. Department of
Transportation under the Unified Planning Work Program. This ASSURANCE is binding on the
State of New Jersey, other recipients, sub-recipients, sub-grantees, contractors, subcontractors
and their subcontractors', transferees, successors in interest, and any other participants in the
various activities as identified in the Unified Planning Work Program. The person(s) signing
below is authorized to sign this ASSURANCE on behalf of the Recipient.
South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
(Name of Recipient)

By ___________________________________
(Signature of Authorized Official)

Dated ________________________________

SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan

37

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization

Draft 9/6/2020

Appendix B: Title VI Notice to the Public
This Notice is also available on the SJTPO website at www.sjtpo.org/TitleVI
The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO) hereby gives public notice that
it is the policy of the SJTPO to assure full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and
related nondiscrimination statutes and regulations in all programs and activities.
SJTPO assures that no person or group(s) of persons shall, on the grounds of race, color, age,
disability, national origin, gender, or income status, be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination through the federallymandated metropolitan transportation planning process undertaken by SJTPO, whether the
activities are federally funded or not.
It is also the policy of SJTPO to ensure that all its plans, programs, procedures, polices, and
activities do not have disproportionate adverse effects on minority and low-income populations
and provide proportionate benefits to these populations. Minority and low-income
communities, as identified through the U.S. Census, will be engaged to facilitate their full and
fair participation in the metropolitan transportation planning process. In addition, SJTPO will
provide meaningful access to services for persons with limited English proficiency.
Regarding the distribution of federal-aid funds to eligible subrecipients, SJTPO will include Title
VI language in all written agreements entered into through its administrative host, the South
Jersey Transit Authority (SJTA), and will monitor those agreements for compliance.
SJTPO’s Executive Director is responsible for initiating and monitoring the organization’s Title VI
Program, for preparing related reports, and for other requirements and responsibilities under
Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200 and Title 49 CFR Part 21.
Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by
SJTPO under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint must be filed in
writing using the form provided or in person with SJTPO’s Title VI Coordinator within one
hundred eighty (180) days from the date of the alleged discriminatory act or upon notice of the
discriminatory act. For more information on SJTPO’s Civil Rights Program and the procedures to
file a complaint, visit www.sjtpo.org/TitleVI, email TitleVI@sjtpo.org, contact (856) 794-1941, or
visit the SJTPO office.
Jennifer Marandino, Executive Director
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Appendix C: Title VI Complaint Form
This form is also available on the SJTPO website at www.sjtpo.org/TitleVI
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Appendix D: Title VI Complaint Procedure
This Procedure is also available on the SJTPO website at www.sjtpo.org/TitleVI
Purpose
The SJTPO Title VI Complaint Procedure is written to specify the process employed by SJTPO to
investigate complaints, while ensuring due process for Complainants and respondents. The
process does not preclude SJTPO from attempting to informally resolve complaints. This
procedure applies to all external complaints relating to any program or activity administered by
SJTPO and/or its subrecipients, consultants, and contractors, filed under Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (including its DBE and Equal Employment Opportunity components), as well
as other related laws that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, disability, sex, age,
or national origin. Additional statutes include, but are not limited to, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, and the ADA of 1990. These
procedures are part of an administrative process that does not provide for remedies that
include punitive damages or compensatory remuneration for the Complainant. Intimidation or
retaliation of any kind is prohibited by law.
Process
An individual, or his/her/they representative, who believes that he/she/they has been subject
to discrimination or retaliation prohibited by Title VI and other nondiscrimination provisions,
has a right to file a complaint. Complaints need to be filed within 180 calendar days of the
alleged occurrence, when the alleged discrimination became known to the Complainant, or
when there has been a continuing course of conduct, the date on which the conduct was
discontinued or the latest instance of the conduct.
Complaints shall be in writing and signed by the Complainant or the Complainant's
representative. If complaints are received by telephone or in person, an SJTPO employee or
other authorized representative shall formally interview the person to provide the basis for the
written complaint. If necessary, an authorized person will assist the Complainant in writing the
complaint. The complaint form can be made available in alternative languages or formats, if
requested. Please call (856) 794-1941 for more information.

Generally, the written complaint should include the following information:
 name, address, telephone number, and e-mail of the Complainant;
 basis of the complaint, (e.g. race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability,
retaliation);
 date(s) on which the alleged discrimination occurred; and agency or agencies where the
discrimination(s) occurred;
 name(s) and position(s) of the person(s) who discriminated against the Complainant;
 a detailed description of the circumstances of the incident that led the Complainant to
believe discrimination occurred;
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names, addresses, and phone numbers of people who may have knowledge of the
alleged incident or are perceived as parties in the complained-of incident.

As an investigation moves forward, additional information may be required. Although this
process does not preclude SJTPO from attempting to informally resolve complaints, the decision
to resolve informally always rests with the Complainant, who may withdraw from the informal
process at any time.
If a complaint is filed against SJTPO, the Organization will acknowledge receipt of the complaint
by notifying the Complainant and immediately transmitting the complaint to the proper state
and federal agency (e.g. Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, New
Jersey Department of Transportation) for investigation and disposition pursuant to that
agency's Title VI complaint procedure. Complaints against SJTPO may also be sent directly to a
federal agency. If a complaint is filed with an agency that does not have jurisdiction over the
particular reason for discrimination, the complaint will be forwarded to an agency that does.
Complaints against SJTPO subrecipients, consultants, and contractors will be investigated
directly by the Organization as follows:


Within 10 days, the designated SJTPO Title VI coordinator will acknowledge receipt of
the complaint to the Complainant, and notify the appropriate state and/or federal
agency that a Title VI complaint has been received by the Organization;



Within 60 days, an SJTPO employee will conduct and complete an investigation and,
based on the information obtained, will render a recommendation for action in a report
of findings to the SJTPO Executive Director. This report will include the nature of the
complaint, remedy sought, and a summary of the investigative findings and activities.
The complaint should be resolved by informal means, whenever possible. Such informal
attempts and their results will be summarized in the report findings;



Within 90 days of receipt of the complaint, an SJTPO employee will notify the
Complainant in writing of the final decision reached, including the proposed disposition
of the matter. The notification will advise the Complainant of his/her/they appeal rights
with state and federal agencies, if he/she/they is dissatisfied with the final decision
rendered by SJTPO.

The SJTPO will maintain a log of all complaints received by the Organization.
Complainant may submit complaints against SJTPO, to the SJTPO, or may submit directly to the
following federal agencies:
Civil Rights Specialist
Federal Highway Administration – New Jersey Division
840 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 202 West Trenton, NJ 08628
(609) 637-4200
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Title VI Manager
New Jersey Department of Transportation
Division of Civil Rights/Affirmative Action
P.O. Box 600, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
(609) 530-2336
Title VI Program Coordinator
Federal Transit Administration
Office of Civil Rights
East Building, 5th Floor – TCR, 1200 New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20590
(202) 366-4043
Title VI Program Coordinator
Federal Highway Administration
Office of Civil Rights
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 8th Floor, E81-314, Washington, DC 20590
(202) 366-0693
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs Office for Civil Rights
810 7th Street, NW Washington, DC 20531
(202) 307-0690
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Appendix D: Nondiscrimination (Title VI) Policy Statement
The following is the SJTPO’s nondiscrimination policy statement, which covers all of its programs
and activities:
SJTPO is committed to compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights
Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and all related
nondiscrimination statutes, rules, regulations, and executive orders.
SJTPO assures that no person or group(s) of persons shall, on the grounds of race, color, age,
disability, national origin, gender, or income status, be excluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination through the federally-mandated
metropolitan transportation planning process undertaken by SJTPO, whether the activities are
federally funded or not.
It is also the policy of SJTPO to ensure that all its plans, programs, procedures, policies, and
activities do not have disproportionate adverse effects on minority and low-income populations.
Minority and low-income communities, as identified through the U.S. Census, will be engaged to
facilitate their full and fair participation in the metropolitan transportation planning process. In
addition, SJTPO will provide meaningful access to services for persons with limited English
proficiency.
Regarding the distribution of federal-aid funds to eligible subrecipients, SJTPO will include Title
VI language in all written agreements entered into through its administrative host, the South
Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA), and will monitor those agreements for compliance.
SJTPO’s Executive Director is responsible for initiating and monitoring the organization’s Title VI
Program, for preparing related reports, and for other requirements and responsibilities under
Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200 and Title 49 CFR Part 21.
Jennifer Marandino, Executive Director
South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
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Appendix E: Board Approval of Title VI Implementation Plan

SJTPO Title VI Implementation Plan

44

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization

Draft 9/6/2020

Appendix F: Public Involvement Plan
For complete document click here.
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Limited English Proficiency Plan | Plan de dominio limitado del inglés |
有限英语水平计划 | Kế hoạch thông thạo tiếng Anh có giới hạn |
મયાિદત અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના | সীমাব ইংের জ দ তা পিরক না |
सीिमत अं े जी वीणता योजना | सीिमत अं े जी द ता योजना | محدود انگ زی
 | مہارت ا منص ہਸੀਮਤ ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਮੁਹਾਰਤ ਯੋਜਨਾ | Limited English Proficiency
Plan | Plan de dominio limitado del inglés | 有限英语水平计划 | Kế
hoạch thông thạo tiếng Anh có giới hạn | મયાિદત અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના
| সীমাব ইংের জ দ তা পিরক না | सीिमत अं ेजी वीणता योजना | सीिमत
अं े जी द ता योजना |  | محدود انگ زی مہارت ا منص ہਸੀਮਤ ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਮੁਹਾਰਤ
ਯੋਜਨਾ | Limited English Proficiency Plan | Plan de dominio limitado del
inglés | 有限英语水平计划 | Kế hoạch thông thạo tiếng Anh có giới hạn
| મયાિદત અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના | সীমাব ইংের জ দ তা পিরক না |
सीिमत अं े जी वीणता योजना | सीिमत अं े जी द ता योजना | محدود انگ زی
 | مہارت ا منص ہਸੀਮਤ ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਮੁਹਾਰਤ ਯੋਜਨਾ | Limited English Proficiency
Plan | Plan de dominio limitado del inglés | 有限英语水平计划 | Kế
hoạch thông thạo tiếng Anh có giới hạn | મયાિદત અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના
| সীমাব ইংের জ দ তা পিরক না | सीिमत अं ेजी वीणता योजना | सीिमत
अं े जी द ता योजना |  | محدود انگ زی مہارت ا منص ہਸੀਮਤ ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਮੁਹਾਰਤ
ਯੋਜਨਾ | Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan | Plan de
dominio limitado del inglés | 有限英语水平计划 | Kế hoạch thông thạo
tiếng Anh có giới hạn | મયાિદત અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના | সীমাব ইংের জ
দ

তা পিরক না | सीिमत अं ेजी वीणता योजना | सीिमत अं ेजी द ता योजना
|  | محدود انگ زی مہارت ا منص ہਸੀਮਤ ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਮੁਹਾਰਤ ਯੋਜਨਾ | Limited
English Proficiency Plan | Plan de dominio limitado del inglés | 有限英
Draft September
6, 2020
语水平计划 | Kế hoạch thông
thạo tiếng
Anh có giới hạn | મયાિદત
અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના | সীমাব ইংের জ দ তা পিরক না | सीिमत अं ेजी
वीणता योजना | सीिमत अं े जी द ता योजना | | محدود انگ زی مہارت ا منص ہ
ਸੀਮਤ ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਮੁਹਾਰਤ ਯੋਜਨਾ | Limited English Proficiency Plan | Plan de
dominio limitado del inglés | 有限英语水平计划 | Kế hoạch thông thạo
tiếng Anh có giới hạn | મયાિદત અં ે કુ શળતા યોજના | সীমাব ইংের জ

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
English
Attention: If you wish to request this publication
in another language other than English, or wish
to contact SJTPO for our language assistance,
please call (856) 794-1941 or email
TitleVI@sjtpo.org. Additional charges may apply
for reprint of our publications.

Spanish / Español
Atención: Si desea solicitar esta publicación en
otro idioma que no sea inglés, o desea
comunicarse con SJTPO para recibir asistencia
con nuestro idioma, llame al (856) 794-1941 o
envíe un correo electrónico a TitleVI@sjtpo.org.
Pueden aplicarse cargos adicionales por la
reimpresión de nuestras publicaciones.

Chinese / 中文
注意：如果您希望使用英语以外的其他语言
来请求本出版物，或者希望与SJTPO联系以获
取我们的语言帮助，请致电 (856) 794-1941
或发送电子邮件至 TitleVI@sjtpo.org. 重印我
们的出版物可能需要支付额外费用.

Vietnamese / Tiếng Việt
Lưu ý: Nếu bạn muốn yêu cầu xuất bản này bằng
một ngôn ngữ khác không phải tiếng Anh, hoặc
muốn liên hệ với SJTPO để được hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ
của chúng tôi, vui lòng gọi (856) 794-1941 hoặc
gửi email đến TitleVI@sjtpo.org. Các khoản phí
bổ sung có thể áp dụng cho việc tái bản các ấn
phẩm của chúng tôi.

Gujarati / ગજરાતી

યાન: જો તમે અં ે
િસવાયની અ ય કોઈ
ભાષામાં આ કાશનની િવનંતી કરવા માંગતા હો,
અથવા
અમારી
ભાષા
સહાય
માટે
એસજેટીપીઓનો સંપક કરવા માંગતા હો, તો કૃ પા
કરીને (856) 794-1941 પર ક callલ કરો અથવા
શીષક TitleVI@sjtpo.org પર ઇમેઇલ કરો.
અમારા કાશનોને ફરીથી છાપવા માટે વધારાના
શુ ક લાગુ થઈ શકે છે.
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Other Indic Languages:
Bengali / বাঙািল

মেনােযাগ িদন: আপিন যিদ এই
কাশনােক
ইংের জ ব তীত অন কানও ভাষায় অনুেরাধ
করেত চান বা আমােদর ভাষা সহায়তার জন
এসেজ টিপওর সােথ যাগােযাগ করেত চান, তেব
(856) 794-1941 কল ক ন বা ইেমল
TitleVI@sjtpo.org আমােদর
কাশনা পুনরায়
মু েণর জন অিতির চাজ েযাজ হেত পাের।

Hindi / िहं दी

ान द: यिद आप अं ेजी के अलावा िकसी अ भाषा
म इस काशन का अनु रोध करना चाहते ह, या हमारी
भाषा सहायता के िलए SJTPO से सं पक करना चाहते ह,
तो कृपया (856) 794-1941 पर कॉल कर या
TitleVI@sjtpo.org पर ईमेल कर। हमारे काशनों के
पुनमु ण के िलए अित र शु
लागू हो सकते ह।

Nepali / नेपाली

ान िदनुहोस्: यिद तपाइँ यस काशनलाई अ
other◌् ेजी बाहे क अक भाषामा अनुरोध गन
चाहानु छ वा SJTPO लाई स क गन चाहानु छ भने
हा ो भाषा सहयोगका लािग (856) 794-1941 या ईमेल
TitleVI@sjtpo.org मा कल गनुहोस्। थप शु ह
हा ा काशनह को पुनः ि को लािग लागू न
स छ।

Urdu / اردو

دھ ان: اس م زان اور ک عﻼوه انگ زی آپ ا ر
 ﮨ چا کرنا درخواست اشاعت، امداد زان ماری ا
اﺲل
 ﺗو ﮨ چا کرنا را طہ او، کرم براه
(856) 794-1941 عنوان ا ک ﮟ ال ﭘر
TitleVI@sjtpo.org ماری چارجز اضا ک ﮟ۔ م ﻞ ای ﭘر
اشاعت دو اره اشاعتوں
ﮨ ۔ سک ل ل

Punjabi / ਪੰਜਾਬੀ

ਿਧਆਨ ਿਦਓ: ਜੇ ਤੁ ਸੀ ਂ ਇਸ ਪਕਾਸ਼ਨ ਨੂੰ ਅੰਗਜ਼
ੇ ੀ ਤ ਇਲਾਵਾ
ਿਕਸੇ ਹੋਰ ਭਾਸ਼ਾ ਿਵਚ ਬੇਨਤੀ ਕਰਨਾ ਚਾਹੁਦ
ੰ ੇ ਹੋ, ਜਾਂ ਸਾਡੀ
ਭਾਸ਼ਾ ਸਹਾਇਤਾ ਲਈ ਐਸ ਜੇ ਟੀ ਪੀ ਓ ਨਾਲ ਸੰਪਰਕ ਕਰਨਾ
ਚਾਹੁੰਦੇ ਹੋ, ਤਾਂ ਿਕਰਪਾ ਕਰਕੇ (856) 794-1941 'ਤੇ ਕਾਲ ਕਰੋ
ਜਾਂ ਈਮੇਲ TitleVI@sjtpo.org. ਸਾਡੇ ਪਕਾਸ਼ਨ ਦੁਬਾਰਾ
ਛਾਪਣ ਲਈ ਵਾਧੂ ਖਰਚੇ ਲਾਗੂ ਹੋ ਸਕਦੇ ਹਨ.
Created using Google Translate; last updated by
SJTPO 8/17/2020
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I. Overview
The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization is the federally designated Metropolitan
Planning Organization for the four-county region composed of Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland,
and Salem Counties in Southern New Jersey.
SJTPO’s vision for the region is a transportation system based on regional collaboration that
moves people and goods in a safe and efficient manner, inclusive of all modes and users.
SJTPO fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act
of 1987, Executive Order 72898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination
mandates in all programs and activities. SJTPO’s website, www.sjtpo.org, may be translated into
multiple languages. Publications and other public documents can usually be made available in
alternative languages and formats, if requested. SJTPO’s public meetings are always held in ADAaccessible facilities and held in transit-accessible locations whenever possible. Translation,
interpretation, or other auxiliary services can be provided to individuals who submit a request at
least seven days

Basis for Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO) is committed to upholding the
principles and intentions of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and related nondiscrimination mandates in
all SJTPO’s work, including publications, products, communications, public input, and decisionmaking processes. Language barriers may prohibit people who are Limited in English Proficiency
(also known as LEP persons) from obtaining services, information, or participating in the public
planning processes. To better identify LEP populations and thoroughly evaluate SJTPO’s efforts
to provide meaningful access, SJTPO has produced this Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan.

Federal Policy for Language Access
Federal policy related to LEP persons comes from three main components: (1) Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964; (2) Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563 (1974); and (3) Executive Order 13166, signed
by former President Bill Clinton in August 2000. According to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act:
No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.1
In 1974, the Supreme Court, in Lau v. Nichols, established the legal connection between national
origin discrimination and conduct that has a negative, disproportionate effect on LEP persons. In
Lau, the Supreme Court ruled that the recently desegregated San Francisco Unified School
District had violated Title VI of the Civil Rights Act by failing to provide more than half of its nonEnglish speaking students (mostly of Chinese origin) with supplemental English education:

1

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VI, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq.
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It seems obvious that the Chinese-speaking minority receive fewer benefits than the Englishspeaking majority from respondents' school system which denies them a meaningful
opportunity to participate in the educational program - all earmarks of the discrimination
banned by the regulations.2
In August 2000, former President Bill Clinton signed Executive Order 13166, “Improving Access
to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency.” This order reaffirmed and clarified the
legal connection between national origin and LEP:
...the compliance standards that recipients must follow to ensure that the programs and
activities they normally provide in English are accessible to LEP persons and thus do not
discriminate on the basis of national origin in violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended, and its implementing regulations.3
The order further directs recipients of federal financial assistance, such as SJTPO, to take
“reasonable steps” to provide LEP persons with “meaningful access” to the recipient
organization’s programs and activities.

“Reasonable Steps” and “Meaningful Access”
In January 2001, the Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a document specifically addressed to
recipients of federal agencies’ funding. This document clarified what “reasonable steps” and
“meaningful access” for LEP persons means. The document, Guidance to Federal Financial
Assistance Recipients Regarding Title VI Prohibition Against National Origin Discrimination
Affecting Limited English Proficient Persons, reissued in June 2002 following a public comment
period, outlines a series of recommended (“reasonable”) steps that recipients can take and
document in an “LEP plan” for the dual purpose of providing “meaningful access” to LEP persons
and more fully complying with Title VI obligations.4

II. Federal Guidance for LEP
U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Guidance
In December 2005, USDOT issued a notice of guidance to recipients of federal financial assistance,
including Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), detailing extensively how best to
implement Executive Order 13166.5 This document, Policy Guidance Concerning Recipients’
Responsibilities to Limited English Proficient Persons, is consistent with the 2002 DOJ guidance
and outlines a series of recommended reasonable steps that recipients can take to provide

2

Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563 (1974).
The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, Executive Order13166: “Improving Access to Services for Persons
with Limited English Proficiency.” (August 2000).
4
U.S. Department of Justice, Guidance to Federal Assistance Recipients Regarding Title VI Prohibition Against
National Origin Discrimination Affecting Limited English Proficient Persons, (June 2002).
5
U.S. Department of Transportation, Policy Guidance Concerning Recipients Responsibilities to Limited English
Proficient Persons, (December 2005).
3

DRAFT Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan

6

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization

Draft 9/6/2020

meaningful access to LEP persons. These specific steps involve a four-factor analysis and a fivestep implementation plan.
As per the USDOT guidance, the first part of an LEP Plan, the four-factor analysis, includes:
1. the number or proportion of LEP persons eligible to be served, or encountered by a
recipient’s program, service, or activity;
2. the frequency with which LEP persons come in contact with a recipient’s programs;
3. the nature and importance of a recipient’s programs, services, or activities to LEP people’s
lives; and
4. the resources available to the recipient and costs of providing meaningful language
assistance measures.
The second part of an LEP plan is in the Implementation Plan, which is based on the results of the
four-factor analysis and documents an organization’s commitment to language assistance
services. As per the USDOT LEP guidance, an effective Implementation Plan typically includes:
 identifying LEP individuals who need language assistance;
 documenting language assistance measures;
 training staff;
 providing notice to LEP persons; and
 monitoring and updating the LEP plan.
Safe Harbor and Vital Documents
While a flexible set of guidelines, USDOT guidance establishes a clear, universal threshold to
which recipients may refer in identifying LEP individuals who need language assistance: the “Safe
Harbor” provision. The “Safe Harbor” provision means that if written translations of “vital
documents” are provided to LEP language groups that exceed either (a) 1,000 people in the
region, or (b) 5% of the regional population, whichever is less, then such translations will be
viewed as “strong evidence of compliance with the recipient’s written translation obligations”
under the appropriate compliance review.6 However, the USDOT LEP guidance also
acknowledges that in organizations that have a large service area, such as SJTPO, “it would be
unrealistic” to translate all “vital documents” into all “Safe Harbor” languages. 7 Therefore, the
choice not to do so is not an indication of noncompliance, but rather the result of an assessment
of organizational resources. “Vital documents” (i.e. which documents will be subject to
translation) are determined by the recipient, based on findings from the four-factor analysis.

Data Sources
SJTPO’s LEP Plan uses data from the 2015 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates,
Table B16001: “Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years
and Over” at the county and the Census Tract levels.8 For each population who speaks a language
other than English at home, the ACS distinguishes those who speak English “very well” from those
6

Ibid.
Ibid.
8
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2013—2017).
7
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who speak English “less than very well.” An LEP person shall be defined as an individual over the
age of 5 who speaks a language other than English at home and speaks English “less than very
well.”

III. Four-Factor Analysis
Factor 1: The number or proportion of LEP persons
Based upon the 2015 American Community Survey (ACS) Five-Year Estimate data, there are over
570,000 people in SJTPO’s four-county metropolitan planning area, and nearly 558,000 people
who are at least 5 years old. Among this population 5 years and older, 51,707 persons, or 9.0%,
are limited in their English proficiency. Table 1 shows how the number and proportion of LEP
persons vary by county across the region.
Table 1: LEP Population, by County
County
Atlantic County
Cape May County
Cumberland County
Salem County
SJTPO Region

Total
Population
265,429
92,560
150,972
62,607
571,568

Population
(Age 5+)
258,822
91,308
146,466
61,388
557,984

Speaks English Less
than "Very Well" (LEP)
29,806
3,480
16,060
2,361
51,707

LEP Proportion of
Total Population
11.5%
3.8%
11.0%
3.8%
9.3%

Source: ACS, 2015 5-year Estimates, Table B16001: “Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and over.”

Atlantic County has the highest number of LEP persons (29,806 residents) as well as the highest
LEP proportion (11.5% of residents). Salem County has the lowest number of LEP persons (2,361
residents) while Salem and Cape May Counties have the lowest LEP proportion (3.8% of
residents).
The most common language spoken by LEP persons, by far, is Spanish. According to 2015 5-Year
ACS data, over two-thirds (67.1%) of the four-county LEP population speaks Spanish. Map 1
shows where the LEP populations live in the region by Census tracts. Map 2 shows only the
Spanish-speaking LEP population.
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Figure 1: LEP Populations, by Census Tract

The other languages spoken at home by the LEP population in the region vary greatly. Including
Spanish, five (5) languages or language groups have populations over the 1,000-person threshold
across the region (see Table 2). These five (5) language groups, highlighted in orange, fall under
the “Safe Harbor” provision as explained in the USDOT guidance; they will be referred to when
identifying LEP individuals who may need language assistance.
Table 2: LEP Population, by All Languages Spoken (Safe Harbor Languages in Orange)
Geographic Area Name
Total Population
Total (Age 5+)
Speak only English
Total LEP Population
Percent LEP Population
Spanish or Spanish Creole
Chinese
Vietnamese
Other Indic languages
Gujarati
Russian
Tagalog

SJTPO
Region
571,568
557,984
434,716
51,707
9.3%
34,711
2,495
2,329
2,250
1,731
788
743
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Atlantic
County
265,429
258,822
187,888
29,806
11.5%
16,288
2,244
2,294
2,124
1,580
313
581

Cape May
County
92,560
91,308
82,287
3,480
3.8%
2,175
54
27
79
44
168
56

Cumberland
County
150,972
146,466
108,326
16,060
11.0%
14,396
156
8
47
93
300
70

Salem
County
62,607
61,388
56,215
2,361
3.8%
1,852
41
0
0
14
7
36
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Italian
Korean
French Creole
Arabic
Hindi
Urdu
Greek
Other Slavic languages
Polish
French (incl. Patois, Cajun)
Other Asian languages
German
Other Indo-European languages
African languages
Serbo-Croatian
Japanese
Portuguese or Portuguese Creole
Armenian
Persian
Laotian
Thai
Other and unspecified languages
Other Pacific Island languages
Yiddish
Hebrew
Mon-Khmer, Cambodian
Hungarian
Other Native North American
languages
Scandinavian languages
Other West Germanic languages
Hmong
Navajo

Draft 9/6/2020

733
665
569
494
423
418
400
376
360
353
308
220
187
183
158
137
134
108
96
66
63
51
48
35
29
17
14
11

333
438
506
426
252
411
269
138
174
258
120
89
150
153
91
31
75
108
80
66
63
6
48
35
29
17
12
0

190
49
0
5
0
0
74
136
88
62
0
80
24
30
37
48
46
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0

201
95
49
10
149
0
23
23
72
30
188
31
13
0
12
58
5
0
0
0
0
25
0
0
0
0
0
6

9
83
14
53
22
7
34
79
26
3
0
20
0
0
18
0
8
0
10
0
0
20
0
0
0
0
0
5

4
0
0
0

4
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

Source: ACS, 2015 5-year Estimates, Table B16001: “Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and over.”

After Spanish, the most common languages spoken by LEP persons are Chinese, Vietnamese,
Other Indic Languages, and Gujarati. Maps 2 through 6 show where these LEP populations are
located in the region by census tract.
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Figure 2: LEP Spanish-Speaking Population, by Census Tract

Figure 3: LEP Chinese-Speaking Population, by Census Tract
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Figure 4: LEP Vietnamese-Speaking Population, by Census Tract

Figure 5: LEP Other Indic Language-Speaking Population, by Census Tract

DRAFT Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan

12

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization

Draft 9/6/2020

Figure 6: LEP Gujarati-Speaking Population, by Census Tract

Factor 2: The frequency of contact between LEP persons and SJTPO
SJTPO has offered written translation and oral interpretation services on select projects in recent
years, focused primarily on the region’s Spanish-speaking population, based on identified needs.
As a small organization, SJTPO has not yet been in a position to establish standing contracts with
firms to offer regular written translation or oral interpretation services, but does often request
these services be included as part of consultant service contracts where outreach is involved,
particularly when a need has been identified in the areas served by the project. SJTPO has been
in communication with NJDOT and neighboring MPOs – Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission (DVRPC) and North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) – regarding
possible shared services that serve this standing function. SJTPO has reached out to its member
subregions to identify if they have these services available that could be shared, but they have
generally indicated that they do not have these services available on an on-going basis. It is
SJTPO’s intent to offer both written translation and oral interpretation language assistance
measures in any language, upon request. Outside of technical service contracts, and until other
means are identified, SJTPO will utilize automated translation services, powered by Google
Translate for document translation and will work to utilize tools to assist with in-person
interpretation, such as Google Translate and others. As part of the Multilingual Outreach Services
effort, mentioned earlier in this document, an analysis is being conducted to assess the accuracy
of various automated translation tools. This will assist SJTPO in its efforts to translate more of its
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materials in a greater number of languages, while acknowledging SJTPO’s resource limitations,
as a small agency.
The SJTPO has website translation functionality and in early Fall of 2020, the website will include
a tool to allow SJTPO to monitor its website, www.SJTPO.org, for contact with LEP persons. The
tool will make translation available through a user’s web browser and through a Google
Translate-powered plug-in. SJTPO will monitor this activity on an on-going basis going forward.
To better ascertain the frequency of contact between the SJTPO and LEP persons more broadly,
SJTPO conducted a survey of its employees in August 2020. In the survey, employees were asked
how frequently they came in contact with LEP persons in their work at SJTPO over the last five
years, including whether the contact was in-person, on the phone, via email, or online (see Figure
1). Frequency of contact between SJTPO and the region’s LEP community has been limited.
Figure 7: Frequency of Contact, LEP Persons and SJTPO Staff in Last Five Years

12
10
8
6
4
2
0

In-person

On the Phone
Frequently

Sometimes

E-mail or online
Never

Source: SJTPO, 2020.

In August 2020, staff members were also asked if they had received any requests from LEP
persons for interpretation or translation requests in the “last five years of working at SJTPO.” All
SJTPO staff indicated that they had never received such a request. See Appendix A: “Frequency
of Contact” Staff Survey to find the survey administered.
In early 2016, SJTPO used USDOT’s guidance and principles from SJTPO’s Public Involvement Plan
(PIP) to conduct initial public outreach prior to the development of the 2016 update to the
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). Several public meetings were held. SJTPO staff looked at ACS
data to identify environmental justice populations and planned the location, format, content,
and promotion based on local demographics in stakeholder input. Local translators were hired
to provide Spanish interpretation at meetings, as needed. In 2019, as part of a safety-focused
technical study to identify bicycle and pedestrian crash locations for safety investment as a part
of the Cumberland County Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, SJTPO focused on
communities in Bridgeton, Millville, and Vineland, based on crash data. Demographic data
identified that the impacted communities contained a high percentage of Spanish-speaking
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families. Materials, including videos were developed in Spanish. This consultant-led technical
study is on-going. In late 2019, SJTPO selected Rutgers Public Outreach and Engagement Team
(POET) to conduct Multilingual Outreach Services associated with the development of this
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was determined that
these services would be best utilized at a later data, when outreach efforts may be more flexible.
As such, this Plan was developed as a baseline Plan. Rutgers POET is currently under contract for
multilingual outreach to build upon this Plan, which will then be updated in 2021, based upon
that input.

Factor 3: The importance of SJTPO programs to LEP persons
As a recipient of federal funding, SJTPO is responsible for directing transportation capital
programs and making recommendations for other programs and policy areas that shape the built
environment and influence socioeconomic outcomes.
Under federal law, SJTPO is responsible for producing several planning products., of which SJTPO
has defined three documents, which require regular public outreach and public comment
periods and are therefore important to LEP persons: the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and the annual Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP). Underlying these core planning documents are SJTPO’s Public Involvement Plan (PIP),
which outlines SJTPO’s public outreach process and sets policy regarding public comments,
materials that allow users to understand and utilize SJTPO’s Title VI process, the Citizen’s Guide,
which explains the MPO process and the public’s role, and this document, SJTPO’s Limited English
Proficiency (LEP) Plan. Together, these documents constitute SJTPO’s “vital documents” for
translation.


The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) creates a 20-plus-year vision for the region’s
transportation network. The RTP addresses the federal mandates associated with the
required Metropolitan Transportation Plan, which allow federal transportation funds to
be expended in the SJTPO region. The plan details the ways the region aims to invest in
the transportation system. It identifies the region’s long-term needs and the goals,
strategies, and projects that will address those needs. The RTP is updated and published
every four years. SJTPO also publishes an Executive Summary of the plan that serves to
more succinctly communicate the key elements of the RTP.



The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the regionally agreed-upon list of
priority transportation projects, including those that intend to use federal funds, all nonfederally funded projects that are regionally significant, and other state-funded capital
projects. Transportation projects must be included in the TIP to receive most types of
federal funding. SJTPO updates and publishes the TIP every two years. It represents a
consensus among MPO members and other major transportation interests in the region
as to what improvements should have priority for available funds. SJTPO also publishes
an Executive Summary for the TIP; an interactive map of TIP-related projects, and
documentation of public comments, administrative changes, and board actions to the TIP.
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The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) incorporates the planning programs and
support activities of SJTPO and its member subregions for each fiscal year, spelling out
the priority planning activities, as proposed by member subregions and stakeholders. It
essentially serves as SJTPO’s annual budget, as it details studies and work tasks advanced
using funds available to SJTPO. The tasks and activities within the UPWP are intended to
advance the priorities of the region, guided by SJTPO’s RTP.



The Public Involvement Plan (PIP) outlines how SJTPO is meeting all federal public
involvement mandates. It is regularly updated to reflect SJTPO’s current outreach
activities. The PIP reaffirms SJTPO's commitment to an accessible, open, and inclusive
planning process.



The Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan identifies LEP populations, evaluates SJTPO’s
language access efforts, and commits resources and procedures to provide more access
to SJTPO’s work, including publications, products, communications, public input, and
decision-making processes.



The Citizen’s Guide to Transportation Planning in South Jersey, which will be rebranded
and updated in later 2020/early 2021 is a user-friendly guide designed to give the public
a quick and easy understanding of the MPO process and the most effective way for them
to get involved.



Title VI Materials: A number of materials which directly allow the public to understand
their rights under Title VI and to exercise those rights with regard to SJTPO. These
materials include the Title VI Complaint Procedure section of the Title VI Website, the
Title VI Complaint Form, and the Title VI Notice.

The importance to LEP persons of the above core planning documents will help guide SJTPO in
determining implementation steps that are to be considered per the 2005 USDOT guidance.

Factor 4: The organizational resources of SJTPO
Organizational resources are subject to a variety of factors, both internal and external, and
therefore assessed on an ongoing basis. Such factors can include financial constraints, time
constraints, new legislation, or changing local priorities. Federal LEP guidance recognizes that
smaller organizations, such as SJTPO do not have the resources of larger organizations.
Specifically, it notes:
A recipient's level of resources and the costs imposed may have an impact on the nature of
the steps it should take in providing meaningful access for LEP persons. Smaller recipients
with more limited budgets are not expected to provide the same level of language services
as larger recipients with larger budgets. In addition, “reasonable steps” may cease to be
reasonable where the costs imposed substantially exceed the benefits.
That said, for SJTPO, ensuring meaningful access to its documents, for all members of the public,
continues to be important. SJTPO will continue to expand its efforts to ensure that LEP persons
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can meaningfully access its programs, and will continue to look for innovative ways, through
partnerships or innovation, to enhance these activities beyond SJTPO’s limited resources.
SJTPO prioritizes translating outreach materials—materials designed to solicit feedback, such as
surveys and workshop materials—into Spanish (the primary LEP language group for the region),
and will thoughtfully evaluate whether outreach materials for specific study areas should be
translated into additional languages before a scheduled engagement or meeting, without
receiving a request.
While SJTPO staff members were not specifically hired to be translators, and SJTPO devotes
financial resources for professional translation, the staff’s language abilities are a portion of
organizational resources. In 2020, SJTPO conducted an internal survey asking staff a number of
questions, several of which were about language abilities. Staff members were asked:
 Do you speak any other languages besides English?
 If yes, what language?
 If yes, at what level?
 If yes, would you be willing to be a resource for SJTPO if a staff member receives a phone
call or we need to review a document that is already professionally translated?
From the survey responses, SJTPO staff confirmed that none of SJTPO’s staff are conversant or
fluent in a foreign language and thus cannot serve as a resource for interaction with someone
with limited English proficiency. SJTPO is working to expand its translation and interpretation
capabilities, including conversations with NJDOT, DVRPC, and NJTPA about possible resource
pooling.
One particular area in which SJTPO is committed to expanding its existing efforts is the translation
of more “vital documents.” The region has identified five (5) language groups spoken at home by
at least 1,000 LEP persons each. While translating all “vital documents” into five (5) or more
different languages could constitute a “burdensome step” for SJTPO, a more reasonable step
would be to offer translations of certain vital documents or elements of those documents into
the most common LEP language, and to provide other language translations by request.

IV.Implementation Plan
Step 1: Identifying LEP individuals who need language assistance
To better help SJTPO staff identify LEP persons in the communities that may be affected by a
particular project, study, and/or program, SJTPO has mapped the Safe Harbor languages
(described below) in each Census Tract in the region, which will be added to the SJTPO LEP
webpage at www.SJTPO.org/LEP. More information about reaching out to LEP individuals is
included in the subsection on “Outreach Efforts for Area-Specific Projects and Plans” in Step 2 of
the Implementation Plan.
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“Safe Harbor” Languages
According to the 2005 USDOT Policy Guidance Concerning Recipients’ Responsibilities to Limited
English Proficient (LEP) Persons, the “Safe Harbor” provision means that if written translations of
“vital documents” are provided to LEP language groups that exceed either (a) 1,000 people in the
region or (b) 5% of the regional population, whichever is less, such translations will be viewed as
“strong evidence of compliance with the recipient’s written translation obligations.” 9 However,
the USDOT guidance also acknowledges that in larger metropolitan areas that serve a wide range
of LEP persons, “it would be unrealistic” to translate all vital documents into all Safe Harbor
languages.
In SJTPO’s four-county region, there are five (5) languages or language groups that are spoken by
at least 1,000 LEP persons each, and therefore fall under the Safe Harbor provision. One of these
is “Other Indic Languages,” which SJTPO understands may include Bengali, Hindi, Nepali, Urdu,
and Punjabi, bringing the total number of potential languages to nine (9). As the 2005 USDOT
guidance contends, “it would be unrealistic” to provide translations in all nine (9) languages.10
However, SJTPO remains committed to ensuring meaningful access for all LEP persons, regardless
of language spoken at home. While SJTPO will continue to focus its proactive translation efforts
on the Spanish-speaking community, as the primary LEP population, it will also aim to use ACS
data and input from member governments and community organizations to predict contact with
LEP persons for area-specific projects, studies, and programs.
SJTPO will also work to offer translation and interpretation services upon request, in any
language.

Step 2: Documenting Language assistance measures
Written Translation of SJTPO’s “Vital Documents”
SJTPO will provide Spanish translations of the organization’s “vital documents”, namely:

9



Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Executive Summary: Currently RTP 2050 is in
development and upon completion the Executive Summary will be translated and
available at www.sjtpo.org/RTP.



Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Executive Summary: The TIP Executive
Summary is in development and upon completion will be translated and available at
www.sjtpo.org/TIP.



Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Executive Summary: The UPWP Executive
Summary was recently completed, the translated version is in development and upon
completion will be available at www.sjtpo.org/UPWP.



Public Involvement Plan (PIP) Executive Summary: The PIP Executive Summary will be
updated to reflect changes related to the development of the LEP Plan; upon completion
will be translated and available at www.sjtpo.org/PIP.

U.S. Department of Transportation, Policy Guidance, 2005.
Ibid.

10
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Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan: The LEP Plan will be translated and made available
at www.sjtpo.org/LEP.



The Citizen’s Guide to Transportation Planning in South Jersey: The Citizen’s Guide will
be rebranded, updated, and translated and made available on SJTPO’s website. The
current iteration is available at www.sjtpo.org/CitizensGuide.



Title VI Materials: Materials that directly allow the public to understand and exercise
their rights under Title VI with regard to SJTPO will be translated and made available at
www.sjtpo.org/TitleVI.

Legal Notices and Announcements for Public Comment Periods, Public Meetings, and
Workshops
SJTPO publishes legal notices for public comment periods in up to three regionally significant
newspapers. At this time, SJTPO is not aware of any Spanish-speaking newspapers that serve the
SJTPO region. Additionally, SJTPO posts legal notices and other announcements about public
meetings and funding opportunities on its website, allowing for translation into numerous
languages via SJTPO’s website translation tool as well as via web browser translators.
SJTPO sends announcements about public comment periods, among other topics, through its
HTML email provider. Already included in the email template is a short Title VI statement
explaining SJTPO’s nondiscrimination policies. A Spanish version of this statement will be added
to the HTML email template.
SJTPO maintains relationships with the six State Depository Libraries throughout the four-county
region. These libraries regularly receive materials related to updates to core documents. SJTPO
will evaluate if these libraries should receive materials translated in additional languages other
than English and Spanish, based on the most recent language data, similar to Table 2 in this
document, then supplement with additional materials based on feedback from the libraries
regarding LEP populations they serve. (See Step 5 of the Implementation Plan for more about this
evaluation measure.)
Real-Time Oral and American Sign Language Translation Services for Public Meetings
As a small organization, SJTPO has not yet been in a position to establish standing contracts with
firms to offer regular translation or interpretation services. SJTPO has been in communication
with NJDOT and neighboring MPOs – DVRPC and NJTPA – regarding possible shared services that
serve this standing function. SJTPO has reached out to its member subregions to identify if they
have these services available that could be shared, but they have generally indicated that they
do not have these services available on an on-going basis. It is SJTPO’s intent to offer both
translation and interpretation assistance, upon request. Outside of technical service contracts,
and until other means are identified, SJTPO will utilize work with individuals who make requests
to utilize transcription tools to assist and ensure equitable opportunities are provided.
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Other Publicly Available SJTPO Documents
SJTPO has created a web-based translation request form that is available on every core product
webpage as well as on the library webpage, where all SJTPO final products are stored. A
user/viewer is able to request to have a product translated into another language, and how they
would like to receive the translated product (electronic by email or weblink, or hard copy by
mail).
Other Translation Measures
SJTPO will provide the following products translated in Spanish:
 survey tools and forms;
 select materials, including paid advertisements, flyers, brochures, etc.
Web-Based Translation Measures
SJTPO’s products and services are increasingly interacted with online and in electronic formats.
SJTPO’s website adheres to responsive design principles, meaning that the website’s display is
optimized based on what type of device (desktop, mobile, or tablet) accesses it. More and more
online content is being accessed through mobile and tablet devices, and more and more
individuals and households have access to Wi-Fi than broadband internet, suggesting that a
public organization, such as SJTPO, could reach more LEP population groups online than in other
formats.
In June 2020, SJTPO added an Accessibility menu to its website. It includes a button that floats
atop all pages and allows users to easily make adjustments to the website that increase its
accessibility. These adjustments include adding keyboard navigation, reading the page aloud,
adding contrast to the page, highlighting clickable links, increasing font size, adding text spacing,
pausing animations, changing font to a Dyslexia-friendly font, changing the curser to a larger icon
or a reading line, and adding tooltips.
Oral Interpretation Measures
As a small organization, SJTPO has not yet been in a position to establish standing contracts with
firms to offer regular written translation or oral interpretation services, but does often request
that be included as part of consultant service contracts where outreach is involved, particularly
when a need has been identified in the areas served by the project. SJTPO has been in
communication with NJDOT and neighboring MPOs – DVRPC and NJTPA – regarding possible
shared services that serve this standing function. SJTPO has reached out to its member
subregions to identify if they have these services available that could be shared, but they have
generally indicated that they do not have these services available on an on-going basis. It is
SJTPO’s intent to offer both written translation and oral interpretation language assistance
measures in any language, upon request. Outside of technical service contracts, and until other
means are identified, SJTPO will utilize automated translation services, powered by Google
Translate for document translation and will work to utilize tools to assist with in person
interpretation, such as Google Translate and others. SJTPO requires seven days’ notice prior to
any of its public meetings.
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Language Access Measures for Area-Specific Projects, Studies, and Programs
For public meetings, workshops, and outreach activities held in a neighborhood- or communitysetting, a separate analysis using ACS data will be performed to identify if there is an LEP
population over the 5% or 1,000 person threshold (whichever is lower) in the vicinity of the
meeting place and/or study area. If so, materials used to promote the event, such as flyers, paid
advertisements, or social media posts, will be translated into the primary LEP language(s) and
distributed as part of the outreach plan. Translated surveys will be made available in the primary
LEP language(s) at the meeting. This would include projects, studies, or programs conducted by
SJTPO or subregional partners.
For area-specific projects, studies, and programs, the SJTPO project team will reach out to or
directly partner with local organizations that work with different LEP populations, as well as other
traditionally underrepresented groups, in the study area. These partnerships will help inform the
best ways to advertise the meeting, the format of the meeting or public engagement opportunity,
and/or if a professional translator(s) should be on-hand at the meeting.
Regardless of Census-level analysis or input from a local organization, an individual can make a
request for translation services seven days in advance of the meeting or workshop.

Step 3: Training staff


SJTPO will work with NJDOT, DVRPC, NJPTA, and the South Jersey
Transportation Authority, who serves as SJTPO’s administrative host to identify
appropriate training that SJTPO may be able to take advantage of or emulate for
its own purposes. The objective will be to ensure that SJTPO staff, in their
interactions with the public are aware of and sensitive to the needs of LEP persons
and can offer a positive experience in assisting them in their needs.

Step 4: Providing notice to LEP persons
To implement this LEP Plan and better engage the LEP population in the region, SJTPO will
proactively reach out to LEP communities by taking the following actions:
 work to identify and partner with Spanish-speaking or other LEP language-speaking
community organizations to provide notice of public meetings or availability of
documents, programs, and/or language services.
 provide automated translations of SJTPO’s website into 12 languages via a built-in Googlebased Translate tool;
 include SJTPO’s Title VI statement, which includes SJTPO’s translation and interpretation
upon request policy, in all SJTPO products, on public meeting agendas and invites, and on
various webpages;
 proactively translating outreach survey/engagement materials into Spanish community
for certain events and programs; and
 proactively translating certain materials used to generally promote SJTPO into Spanish
and other languages.
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Step 5: Monitoring and updating the LEP plan
SJTPO will monitor its language access measures annually and report on them through its biannual progress reports for Public Involvement and/or Title VI/Environmental Justice program
areas.
On an annual basis, SJTPO will:
 Administer a staff survey with questions about “frequency of contact” and language
capabilities among current staff members. (See Appendix A for the “Frequency of
Contact” survey administered in August 2020.)
 Review website translation analytics.
 Review ACS data at the County and Census tract levels to see if the region’s LEP population
groups are changing.
 Review requests made through online translation and interpretation forms and compile
translation costs.
SJTPO will formally update and readopt this LEP Plan every five years or more frequently, if
needed. This timeline corresponds to the update of ACS data. As the public outreach portion of
this Plan was postponed due to COVID-19, it is expected to begin in the Fall of 2020 and an update
will be conducted within one year of this Plan iteration to reflect that outreach. Minor updates,
such as updating population analyses and maps, will not constitute a major update to the plan
and shall not require re-adoption by the SJTPO Policy Board.
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Appendix A: “Frequency of Contact” Staff Survey
A person is limited in their English proﬁciency (LEP) if they do not speak English as their primary
language, and they have a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English. The U.S.
Census deﬁnition that we use here at SJTPO is individuals who speak English “less than very well.”
The basis for creating an LEP plan comes from Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Executive
Order 13166, signed by President Clinton in 2000.
In an effort to assess and improve upon SJTPO’s current efforts in providing “meaningful access”
to LEP communities, we ask for your help in taking a moment to complete this survey. Thank you
very much for your time and input.
1. Thinking about your work at SJTPO over the last ﬁve years, how frequently have you come
in contact with Limited English Proﬁciency (LEP) persons?
 Frequently
 Sometimes
 Never
In-person?
 Frequently
 Sometimes
 Never
On the phone?
 Frequently
 Sometimes
 Never
E-mail or online?
 Frequently
 Sometimes
 Never
2. In the last ﬁve years, has a member of the public ever approached you about the availability
of interpretation services at SJTPO, a SJTPO-related program, or a public meeting?
 Yes
 No
If yes, for which languages?
If yes, for which programs or public meetings, and where?
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3. In the last ﬁve years, has a member of the public ever approached you about the availability
of written translations for SJTPO documents?
 Yes
 No
If yes, for which languages?
If yes, for which documents?
4. Do you speak any languages ﬂuently other than English?
 Yes
 No
If yes, which languages?
5. Any ﬁnal thoughts, suggestions, or experiences you'd like to share with OCE?
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Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Mid Performance Period
Progress Report 2018 – 2019
South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
Part of Philadelphia, PA—NJ—DE—MD Urbanized Area (UZA) and Atlantic City, NJ UZA

Background/Introduction:
Per the System Performance Rules, as laid out in 23 CFR 490.105(f)(6)(iii), if an MPO is a
Transportation Management Agency (TMA)1 and if any part of a designated nonattainment and
maintenance area within the metropolitan planning area overlaps the boundary of an urbanized
area with a population more than 1 million in population, that MPO shall establish both 2-year and
4-year targets for their metropolitan planning area, and prepare a Congestion Mitigation Air
Quality (CMAQ) Performance Plan (as specified in 23 CFR 490.107(c)(3)). Since a portion of the
8-Hour Ozone nonattainment area within the SJTPO metropolitan planning boundary overlaps
with the Philadelphia, PA-NJ-DE-MD Urbanized Area (UZA), which has a population of
approximately 5.4 million, it is subject to this requirement. While the SJTPO region also includes
the Atlantic City, NJ Urbanized Area, with a population of approximately 248,000 (less than 1
million), it is not subject to reporting CMAQ congestion targets until the next 4-year performance
period, starting in 2022.
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) finalized three performance measures for the
purpose of carrying out the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program. There are
two CMAQ Congestion measures and one CMAQ Emissions measure. The CMAQ Congestion
measures are peak-hour excessive delay (PHED) and percent of Non-Single Occupant Vehicle
(SOV) travel. The PHED measure is the annual hours of peak-hour excessive delay per capita that
occurs within the applicable urbanized area (UZA). The percent of Non-SOV travel measure is the
percentage of travel, in the UZA, conducted by means other than SOV. The CMAQ Emissions
measure is the cumulative estimated emissions reductions for all CMAQ- funded projects
obligated during the first two-year and four-year performance period for each applicable criteria
pollutant.
Performance plans shall be updated biennially and include a separate report that assesses the
progress of the program of projects under the previous plan in achieving the air quality and traffic
congestion targets of the previous plan. MPOs submit the plan and its biennial updates to their
respective State DOT for inclusion as an attachment to the State DOT Baseline, Mid, and Full
Performance Period Reports, respectively.
The performance report must also include the cumulative emissions reductions for CMAQ-funded
projects in the MPO’s service area for federal fiscal years 2018 and 2019 as they are reported in
the FHWA CMAQ Public Access System (PAS). Even though there were no SJTPO programmed
CMAQ projects reported in the CMAQ Public Access System in FY 2018 and FY 2019, the SJTPO
region was still able to meet or exceed the goals laid out in the Performance Plan. This was
achieved through shared benefits of Statewide projects implemented by NJDOT and NJ
TRANSIT. The goals and achievement towards those goals can be seen in Table 1 and Table 2.

Moving forward SJTPO is working to implement more CMAQ funded projects in the region. In
April of 2020 SJTPO released Notice of Funding Availability for the CMAQ program. The
application period for SJTPO’s competitive CMAQ Program was open from April 13th to August
5th, 2020. The goal is to provide funding opportunities for new transportation projects in Atlantic,
Cape May, Cumberland, and Salem Counties. There will be approximately $5.7 million available
for CMAQ-eligible projects over three fiscal years (FY 2022, FY 2023, and FY 2024) that will
further improve air quality and reduce traffic congestion in the region.
2-Year Condition/Performance:
2-year Condition/Performance for Traffic Congestion Measures:
The Philadelphia PA-NJ-DE-MD UZA exceeded expectations in meeting the Percent Non-SOV
travel measure 2-year and 4-year targets set in 2018. The 2-year and 4-year targets were set at
28.0 percent and 28.1 percent, respectively. The Percent Non-SOV Travel measure was calculated
for the interim performance period using the most recent U.S. Census ACS five-year estimates
(2014-2018) with a result of 28.2 percent, exceeding the 2-year and 4-year targets.
Additionally, the UZA exceeded expectations in meeting the optional 2-year Annual Hours of Peak
Hour Excessive Delay (PHED) Per Capita target set in 2018 as well as the 4-year target of 17.2
annual hours per capita. The 2-year target was 17.0 and current measured value is 14.6, or a 2.4
decrease.
2-year Condition/Performance for On-Road Mobile Source Emissions Measures:
The SJTPO region exceeded the goals set for On-Road Mobile Source Emissions. The goals set in
2018 can be seen in Table 1. There were no SJTPO programmed CMAQ projects that were
reported in the CMAQ Public Access System between fiscal years 2018 and 2019. However,
benefits resulting from statewide projects sponsored by NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT are distributed
to the MPOs, including SJTPO. The emission benefits from those statewide projects can be seen
in Table 2. The 2-year and 4-year VOC goal has been exceeded by 6.17 kg/day and 2.24 kg/day,
respectively. The 2-year and the 4-year NOx goals have been exceeded by 74.28 kg/day and 65.26
kg/day respectively.
Table 1: SJTPO Goals (includes 7.6% of Benefits From Statewide Projects)
Total Emissions Benefits Projections (kg/day)
FY Year
VOC
CO*
NOX
PM2.5*
2018

2.21

5.23

2020

2.01

4.64

2021

1.93

4.38

Sum '18-'19

2.21

2019

0.00

5.23

0.00

Sum '18-'21
6.14
0.00
14.25
0.00
* No CO or PM2.5 as SJTPO meets the NAAQS for these pollutants
**SJTPO anticipates completing backlog in FY2019 w/ no new projects

Table 2:
SJTPO Progross to Date (includes 7.6% of Benefits From Statewide Projects)
Total Emissions Benefits Projections (kg/day)
FY Year
VOC
CO*
NOX
PM2.5*
2018

8.14

79.03

2019

0.24

0.48

2020
2021
Sum '18-'19

8.38

0.00

79.51

0.00

Sum '18-'21
* No CO or PM2.5 as SJTPO meets the NAAQS for these pollutants

Adjusted 4-year Targets:
In coordination with the Philadelphia PA-NJ-DE-MD Urbanized Area Transportation PM3
Measures Coordination Committee, NJDOT, and the Complete Team (a group of transportation
planning and operations professionals convened by NJDOT that meets quarterly) it was decided
not to adjust the 4-year targets for Traffic Congestion Measures or On-Road Mobile Source
Emissions. This was partially due to the fact that the goals had been meet and the uncertainties
associated with how COVID-19 will impact the region over in terms of commuter behaviors over
the remaining reporting period.
Description of Projects:
According to FHWA Guidance for preparing the MPO CMAQ performance report, MPOs must
present a description of projects identified for funding during the performance period (Federal
Fiscal Years 2018-2019, and 2018-2021). Included with the project descriptions should be a further
description of how the projects will help the MPO meet the two- and four-year targets for traffic
congestion and on-road mobile source emissions.
The project descriptions below were last updated with the release of SJTPO’s RTP 2050 in June
2020. Since this update two additional CMAQ projects have been programmed for the SJTPO
region for FY 2020 authorization. This includes the Cumberland County Intersection
Improvements (Bridgeton Traffic Signals) project and the Pacific Avenue (CR 621), Fish Dock
Road to Rambler Road project. More details on these projects along with all the other programmed
CMAQ projects can be found in the tables below. As stated, the 2-year and 4-year targets have
already been achieved. However, the local and statewide projects outlined below will continue to
contribute to the 4-year targets during the remaining 2 years of the CMAQ Performance Plan.

State
Project
ID

TIP
Project
Project Title
Additional Project Description
Program Type
Year
(FY)
3.1. Local CMAQ Projects not yet reported in CMAQ Public Access database
X065
2018
Traffic
Roosevelt Blvd./34th
Construction and interconnection of advanced system equipment at seven
Operations Street Advanced Traffic signalized intersections along Cape May County CR 623.
Signal Project

Emissions
Benefit (Q/A)

Traffic
Congestio
n Benefit?
(PHED)

Yes—
improved
operations,
less idling

Yes

X065

2018

Transit

Purchase of Eight (8)
Replacement Paratransit
Passenger Buses (flex to
NJ Transit)

Replacement of older vehicles with cleaner diesel powered buses and low
emission unleaded fueled mini-buses

Yes, cleaner
vehicles and
fuels

X065

2018

Transit

Procurement of 7 low
emission, unleaded fuel,
body on chassis minibuses (flex to NJ Transit)

This project consists of the procurement of 7 low emission, unleaded fueled, body
on chassis mini-buses with a fourteen passenger seating capacity and two wheel
chair securement locations. These newly purchased vehicles would replace older
models of a similar nature which have reached or will reach the end of their useful
life

X065

2018

Alternative
Fuel

It Pay$ to Plug In: New
Jersey’s Electric Vehicle
Charging Grants
Program

X065

2018

Traffic
Operations

Landis & Mill, Landis &
Orchard Traffic Signal
Upgrades

X065

2020

Traffic
Operations

Cumberland County
Intersection
Improvements
(Bridgeton Traffic
Signals)

S1711

2020

Bike/Pedes
trian
Improveme
nt

Pacific Avenue (CR
621), Fish Dock Road to
Rambler Road

New (N) or
Continuing (C)
Project?

STATUS
FY 2020

No

N

Resubmitted for
FY 2022-2024
Solicitation
Period

Possibly,
removing
SOV’s off
road.

Yes

N

Moved to FY
2021

Yes, cleaner
vehicles

Possibly,
removing
SOV’s off
road.

Yes

N

Moved to FY
2021

The project would expand the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection’s (NJDEP) successful electric vehicle (EV) charging grants program, It
Pay$ to Plug In, to fund strategic deployment of EV charging stations throughout
the SJTPO region.

Yes, cleaner
vehicles

No

No

N

Moved to FY
2021

The proposed project is to design and construct traffic signal improvements at the
intersections of Landis Avenue & Mill Road, and Landis Avenue & Orchard Road.
These two intersections provide an important connection between the interchange
of Landis Ave and Route 55, Delsea Drive (Route 47), and downtown Vineland.

Yes—
improved
operations,
less idling

Yes

No

N

Moved to FY
2021

This project is a continuation of two prior CMAQ projects on Landis Avenue: In
FY 2015, Landis Avenue Signal Upgrades Phase I was funded to upgrade seven
signals from The Boulevards to Myrtle Street. In FY 2016, Landis Avenue Signal
Upgrades Phase II was funded to upgrade four signals from West Ave to 4th St.
The project will consist of the replacement and upgrading of two existing traffic
signals to current standards. The specific emissions reductions will be primarily
due to the following:
- Upgraded signals will be actuated using video detection technology which will
significantly reduce delay and its associated emissions.
- Upgraded signals will have existing timings reviewed during design phase and
appropriate changes made (if possible) to further reduce delay and associated
emissions.
- Upgraded signals will include pedestrian actuation and dedicated pedestrian
signals which will promote additional pedestrian activity within the adjacent urban
environment.
This project will add dedicated bike lanes that will facilitate a means of travel to
various employment centers and upgrades five signal

Traffic
Congestion
Benefit?
(Non-SOV)

Yes—
improved
operations,
less idling

Yes

No

N

FY 2020
authorization

Yes – less
idling and
fewer vehicle
trips

Yes

Yes

N

FY 2020
authorization

State
Project
ID

TIP
Project Type
Program
Year
(FY)
3.2 Statewide CMAQ Projects
13303
FY 2018- ITS
21

Project Title

Additional Project Description

Emissions
Benefit (Q/A)

Traffic
Congestion
Benefit?
(PHED)

Active Traffic
Management
System

Yes—
improved
operations,
less idling

Yes—
improved
operations.

X185

FY 201821

Bike/Pedestrian
Improvements

Bicycle &
Pedestrian
Facilities/Accommo
dations

Yes.

15343

FY 201821

ITS

Intelligent Traffic
Signal Systems

X43

FY 201821

Transit

Transportation
Demand
Management
Program Support

T112

FY 201821

Transit

Rail Rolling Stock
Procurement

This program will provide funding for the deployment program for the first Active
Traffic Management System (ATMS) in the State including all phases of design.
This program will include funding for the complete delivery of the Final Design
document for Active Traffic Management System (ATMS) for a candidate highway
(I-80, I-295 or I-78). The design document will be used to deploy and carry out the
actual construction of this technology for automatic operation and handling of
traffic.
This is a comprehensive program to insure the broad implementation of the
Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, Complete Streets Policy and the
implementation of federal and state policies and procedures pertaining to bicycle,
pedestrian, transit and ADA access and safety. This program includes addressing
bicycle, pedestrian, transit and ADA travel needs through the development of
improvements on state, county and local system either by independent capital
projects or through grants to counties and municipalities. Projects must make full
consideration for the needs of all users.
This program will seek to improve mobility on New Jersey’s arterial highways.
Arterials contribute almost 70% of total congestion that occurs in New Jersey. This
program will focus on dynamically managing NJ’s arterials from NJDOT’s Arterial
Management Center. Existing traffic signals will be strategically, systematically and
programmatically upgraded from standalone signals to highly sophisticated,
coordinated, real time traffic response traffic signals. This upgrade will consist of
installing new controllers, intelligent software and algorithms, robust detection and
communication. This is a plan to upgrade most of the signals on NJDOT owned
highways only.
This funding is utilized to continue the management of the Owned and Leased Park
and Ride Program and the remaining efforts as they relate to the 1‐800‐CARPOOL
program which also includes maintaining the RidePro ride matching software
program.
This program provides funds for the replacement of rail rolling stock, including
engineering assistance and project management, to replace over-aged equipment
including rail cars, revenue service locomotives, and expansion of NJ TRANSIT
rolling stock fleet (cars and locomotives) to accommodate projected ridership
growth and other system enhancements over the next ten years. Funding is provided
to support vehicles/equipment (for rail operations). Annual funds are provided for
Comet V single-level car lease payments, Electric Locomotive lease payments,
Diesel Locomotive lease payments, Dual Power Locomotives and Multi-Level rail
car lease payments and other upcoming rolling stock lease payments. Pay-as-you-go
funding is also programmed for Multi-Level vehicles and other rolling stock.
CMAQ: Funding for Rail Rolling Stock Procurement will include CMAQ funds.
Rail Rolling Stock Procurement is CMAQ eligible because it meets federal
eligibility requirements. The project will provide funding for the purchase of MultiLevel Coaches and Multi-Level EMU vehicles. For the CMAQ justification see
"CMAQ Report for NJ TRANSIT". This project is funded under the provisions of
Section 13 of P.L. 1995, c.108.

Traffic
Congestion
Benefit?
(Non-SOV)

New (N) or
Continuing
(C) Project?

STATUS
FY 2020

No

N

Ongoing.

Yes, reduces
vehicles on
road

Yes.

N

Mostly on
schedule;
Statewide
Bicycle and
Pedestrian
Master Plan
behind
schedule.

Yes—
improved
operations,
less idling

Yes—
improved
operations

No

N

Ongoing.

Yes –
Improved
operations

Yes –
reduces
SOVs

Yes

C

Still in
operation. In
FY 20 STIP as
DB X28B

Supporting
rail
transit
operations
reduces
emissions
by reducing
SOV
travel.

Maintaining
transit
vehicles and
supporting
transit
operations
reduce
congestion.

Maintaining
transit
vehicles and
supporting
transit
operations
reduce
SOV travel.

C

Funded for FY
2020; expected
to be used FY
2020.

Assessment of Progress Towards Achieving the 2-year Targets:
As described above, SJTPO has achieved its 2-year and 4-year targets. The seven local led SJTPO CMAQ
programed projects outlined in Table 3.1 and the five state led projects outlined in Table 3.2 have been
updated from since the 2018 CMAQ Performance Plan was adopted. The changes include two new local
projects scheduled for FY 2020 authorization that will contribute to a reduction in PHED and fewer SOVs.
Other changes are primarily related to delays in project development.
Despite the addition of new projects and delays in previously programmed projects, SJTPO has exceeded
the 2-year targets. The seven local programmed projects will further enhance air quality in the region as
well as reduce traffic congestion as indicated in Table 3.1.

DB
Number

Funding Source

Project Name

Phase

Programmed

Cost (millions)
Additional
Authorized
Request

CED/ECE
Difference

Submitted

Approved

3/18/2016

4/26/2016

Preliminary PS&E
Submitted

Authorization
Final PS&E Submitted

Submitted

Approved

Atlantic City
2017 TTF
S1602

Atlantic Avenue, Albany to Maine Avenues

DES

$0.100

$0.350

-

Caspian Pointe Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection

CON

$0.558

$0.506

$0.935

$0.377

3/28/2018

9/4/2019

11/27/2019

3/26/2020

4/8/2020

5/21/2020

CED submitted on 3/28/18; field visit by LA (V.Darji) on 5/8/18 for CED review; RFP released using City dollars; design (Ponzio); field visit by LA staff on 10/25/18, no CON activity for NJDEP bulkhead project; as of 1/22/19 CED still on hold until NJDEP project (seawall construction) gets underway; City received letter from
LA dated 1/8/19 stating LA contacted NJDEP; as of 1/24/19 J.Rutala sent documents to NJDEP; City requested a time extension for authorization deadline; NJDEP advertised bulkhead project on 2/14/19 (expected to take 4 to 5 months): bid opening 4/25, award in June, CON in July then City's project can advance; field
visit by LA staff on 6/5/19 no CON activity for bulkhead project; pre-CON meeting for NJDEP held early July, Original CED scope hasn’t changed. BEPR to move forward with review; CED approved on 9/4/19; Revised cost of project $1.1 million, Local Aid sent request for additional funding to Julie Seaman, Local Aid
provided additional materials requested by JS week of 11/4, additional funding request approved by Local Aid; Local Aid received Prelim. PS&E on 11/27/19 and is reviewing pkg and will provide comments back to City; ER required; Darji/Amin (3/10/20) City is advertising RFP for CE/I services. A request for federal
authorization can be submitted when City has negotiated a price for CE/I; 4/8/20 Authorization request sent; Authorized on 5/21 for $935,181.65
2020 STBGP-AC

S1703

FY 2017 Dollars

$1.110

New DBNUM requested on 11/20/18 and received on 12/18/18; project will advance after completion of RSA and City revises programmed projects schedule (end of January 2020); City will utilize their TTF balances to fund the design of the entire corridor (Albany to Maine Avenues) in FY 2021, TIP Amendment approved at
March 2020 Policy Board, modified programmed amount is $0.450 million; City submitted RFP April 16; NJDOT is reviewing RFP for design, SJTPO provided LOS on 6.23.20; NJDOT provided comments on May 26, 2020 and July 1, 2020; 7.2.20 Atlantic City submitted revised RFP addressing NJDOT comments;
2020 TAP-AC

X107

CON

Policy Board Action 11/23/15 to add project to TIP; Recertification interview completed 8/4/16, City's eligibility renewed 8/18/17; design phase of project authorized 9/17/18 in amount of $116,909.06; Resolution for DES phase on City's Council mtg 1/17/19; based on pool sheet requests, limits for construction to be changed
to "California Avenue to Indiana Avenue"; agreements were submitted to LA on 1/24/19; as of 3/28/19 (LA status meeting), change in scope of work, CME no longer design consultant, City readvertised, RFP for Road Safety Assessment from Boston Ave (MP 5.73) to Maine Ave (MP 8.15) issued on 3/26/19, proposals due
4/26/19; JMT as consultant for RSA ($180,557.69); additional TTF funds in amount of $63,648.63 were approved by Local Aid on 6/19/19 to increase total funding to an amount of $180,557.69 for design phase (RSA); Local Aid provided award conurrence on 6/28/2019; BEPR stated a new CED/EO215 may be needed or
just an ER (depending on scope change); project will advance in FY 2021 after design is authorized, project name/limits to change as City anticpates to use TTF funds for the construction phases of Atlantic Avenue along with their STBGP funds in FY 2021 and FY 2022 for construction;
TTF

S1915

Atlantic Avenue, Morris Avenue to Rhode Island Avenue

Chelsea Section, Albany Avenue

CON

$1.000

$0.151

$1.151

$0.151

3/15/2018

5/15/2018

10/24/2019

12/19/2019

4/16/2020

4/28/2020

Portions of roads being resurfaced: Albany Ave (MP 64.08 to MP 64.32), Captain O'Donnell Parkway, and Atlantic Ave; CED approved 5/15/18 during design phase; design consultant (CME); design authorized 9/14/18 in amount of $133,834.00, as of 1/15/18 FWHA deobligated excess funds in amount of $13,851.00 from
amount authorized on 9/27/18 as consultant contract was awarded for amount of $119.983.00; kick-off mtg held 3/27/19; Prelim plans submitted by consultant to Local Aid via email on 10/24; Local Aid provided comments (via email) on 11/15/19; ER required; Consultant provided final PS&E with LA's comments addressed
via email on 12/19/19 (hard copies sent in mail); City to seek alternate funding source for construction insepction services; Local Aid provided comments to City (via email) on 1/16/20 regarding Local Aid's review comments on Final PS&E, City (and consultant) to address comments and resubmit final plans before project is
submitted for authorization; $0.1000 million added to programmed amount (due to deletion of Atlantic Ave design phase in FY 2020); ER approved on 3/5/2020; 3/12/2020 Local Aid provided letter to Atlantic City with comments in response to letter from 1/31/2020 from CME Associates; Submitted for Authoriation on April
16; 4/28 FHWA Authorized project

Atlantic County
2021 TAP-AC
X107

X107

(Project Sponsor: Brigantine City)

CON

$1.000

-

(Project Sponsor: Egg Harbor City)

Received support of SJTPO Policy Board 5/22/17, NJDOT Notice of Award per 7/8/17 letter addressed to Mayor Lisa Jiampetti; City requested design assistance from Julie Seaman; LA provided comments on Design Assistance cost proposal, Design kick-off meeting held on 11/13/18, proposal received on 12/21/18; based
on schedule provided by the consultant, final design is expected to be complete in 2021; PE phase authorization request sent on 5/22/19; PE phase authorized on 5/29/19; FY 2021, CED still not submitted
2020 STBGP-AC

S1708

Lighthouse District Streetscape Improvement Program

Received support of SJTPO Policy Board 5/22/17, NJDOT Notice of Award per 7/8/17 letter addressed to Mayor Philip J. Guenther; kick-off meeting held 8/17/17; City requested Design Assistance from NJDOT, GPI is design consultant; once design schedule is determined, submital dates for CED and plans will be
determined; Design Assistance meeting held on 6/5/19 with City/GPI; PE phase authorized; J.Seaman to send out agreement to City with GPI (design consultant); 6/15/20 Agreement received from LPA;
Cedar Creek/Egg Harbor Lake Pedestrian Connection
2021 TAP-AC
CON
$0.723
-

CR 563 (Tilton Road), Coolidge Avenue to Delilah Road

CON

$2.300

-

11/6/2019

1/3/2020

3/12/2020

County submitted CED to NJDOT Local Aid via email and hard copy sent in mail on 9/16/19; Local Aid reviewed and forwarded CED to BEPR week of 11/4; Local Aid provided additional information BEPR requested for CED review; County anticipates submitting Preliminary PS&E to Local Aid by March; CED approved on
1/3/2020; Atlantic County submitted preliminary PS&E on 3/12/2020; LAPM V. Darji (3/30/20) County submitted a prelim PS&E on 3/12/20. Requested DBE/Trainee goals from CR. Sent Prelim PS&E review response. County also need to issue RFP for CE/I and select a consultant but no documentation provided. An ER is
needed when County is closer to final PS&E and auth. pkg. submission; DOT comments received on PSE package on 03-30-20 & 04-08-20. RFP comments rec’d from DOT on 5-1-20. RFP for inspection to be advertised week of 6-22-20. Proposals due 7-17-20;
2023 TAP-FLEX

X107

Borough of Folsom 13th Street Pedestrian Path (Project
Sponsor: Folsom Boro)

CON

$0.414

-

Kick-off meeting held 8/9/19; design assistance kickoff mty with LPAs to be held by J.Seaman; Darji/Amin; DES to occur in FY 2021
2023 SRTS
99358

Sooy Elementary School Area Sidewalk and ADA Ramp
Improvements (Project Sponsor: Hammonton Twp)

CON

$0.502

-

7/24/2020

7/31/2020

12/27/2019

1/8/2020

Kick-off meeting held; seeking design assistance, in process of selecting consultant; MPO/NJDTO July conference call indicated DES would get authorized in FY 2020;
2023 TAP-AC
X107

Linwood/Seaview Bike Path Extension (Project Sponsor:
Linwood City)

CON

$0.127

CON

$0.245

-

Kick-off meeting held; design assistance may be needed;
2020 CMAQ
X065

Margate-Ventnor Bicycle Infrastructure Project

-

$0.241

($0.004)

12/8/2016

1/26/2017

11/15/2019

12/6/2019

SJTPO Policy Board support 7/25/16; DES (RVE) authorized 3/5/18 in amount $34,927.00; County submitted Draft PS&E to LA, which was reviewed/comments provided. Proposals due July 12th, then selection/negotiations and approval at freeholder meeting on July 16th; FHWA end date for project is 12/31/19; County
submitted Preliminary PS&E to Local Aid, where Local Aid provided comments back; ER required; Final PS&E submitted to Local Aid on 12/6/19; Local Aid submitted authorization pkg to NJDOT Trenton on 12/27/19; project authorized on 1/8/20 in the amount of $0.241 million (final engineer's estimate $219,695.05 and
state force costs $21,096.92); Bids received and awaiting executed contract from NJDOT DAG office, Local Aid to follow up on contract so County can proceed; Previously circulated agreements lost in transition from DAG's office to NJDOT CPC. A new AD-12 with agreements is being circulated for execution; Executed
agreement received 04-20-20; 5-1-20, submitted construction phase plan to DOT; 6-19-20 – Const. & inspection contracts forwarded to DOT for concurrence with Fed Aid checklist & bid summary & analysis;
2023 SRTS

99358

Ventnor School Safety Improvement Program (Project
Sponsor: Ventnor City)

CON

$0.207

-

Kick-off meeting held; Local Aid met with Ed Stinson, Local Aid needs to reach out again; DES authorized 7/24/20';
TTF

Third Street (aka Wiltseys Mill Road CR 724)

CON

$1.120

$1.120

$0.000

7/25/2018

5/2/2019

6/17/2020

-

6/23/2020

6/23/2020

6/17/2020

S1707
Previously funded FY2019, but not authorized. Funding changed to TTF-Swap. County submitted a PS&E package on 6/17/20. waiting for SBE goals and ER;
TTF

English Creek Avenue - CR 603

CON

$0.498

S2003
New project funded with TTF Swap balances; Waiting for SBE goal. Rec'd final PS&E on 6/17/20. No EO 215 required as per BEPR email dated 6/23/20; Submission anticipated week of 8/31/20
i-Bank
S2003

Atlantic County Route 629 Pedestrian and Traffic Signal
Improvement

CON

$9.600

Orginally programed with CMAQ funds, but scope of project was too large so county is applying to i-Bank for funding; DES under federal funds; ER approved 7/10/20;

-

1/17/2017

3/20/2017

3/3/2020

6/17/2020

8/7/2020

8/12/2020

Cape May County
2021 SRTS
99358

S1711

X107

CON

$0.350

-

7/2/2020

6/19/2020

7/2/2010

No CAFRA permit is required (per County); Slight reduction of project limits (Madison to Rambler), project costs will likely increase so project limits may be shortened more; Survey completed in-house; County's priority to coordinate with City utility project; CED submitted by County to Local Aid on February 11th;
Preliminary PS&E to be submitted by County in March; Reduced project limits. SJTPO to modify STIP. FY 2020 Programmed amount is only $2,148,000.00. Current prelim. engr’s. cons’t. cost estimate @ $3,014,380.00. Need additional funding in the amount of $866,380.00 for FY 2020 auth. County Engineer to send
additional funding request letter to NJDOT LA Dist 4 Mgr. Then NJDOT LA Dist. 4 to send recommendation/support request letter to SJTPO . Draft CED submitted to BEPR on 2/12/20 and is under review; PS&E approved 6/15/20; Engr's. cons't. cost estimate based on prelim PS&E submission on 5/22/20 is @ $4.987M.
This doesn't include CES & SFA costs. County has committed to fund project using county aid; PS&E submitted 7/15/20; $0.519 million in CMAQ funds added at the July 27 2020 SJTPO Policy Board;
5/30/2017; revised
CON
$0.314
$0.833
2020 TAP-Regional Seashore Road Missing Link (Courthouse to Cape May)
11/8/2017
4/20/2020
6/17/2020
8/5/2020
8/9/2017
TAP-Regional, in B5K200K Urbanized Area, Intially programmed in FY 2017; request to increase programmed amount submitted to MRusso 6/9/17; Local Aid working with BEPR to address environmental issues ineliglbe for 100% TAP funds; issue with resurfacing; Julie S. to send revised cost and proposal from October;
Urban for design; design authorized in amount of $107,100.00 on 2/16/18; ER required; A.Huff sent request of additional funds to J.Seaman on 10/23 (follow up on 12/9), where increase is from original $313,872.12 to $820,034; County to submit (to Local Aid) a copy of revised schedule along with the original estimate and
a narrative detailing the reasons for the increase wek of 2/24/20; design is complete; Preliminary PS&E anticipated to be submitted by County by 3/31/20; On March 5, 2020, Local Aid informed the County that the request for the additional funds was approved by the NJDOT; County anticipates submitting PS&E prior to April
10th; 4/7/20: LPA reviewed the original CED approved on 11/8/17 and compared it to the current PS&E plans, and as such LPA doesn't see any reason why an ER could not be prepared for the project. There have been no substantive changes to the plans from what was evaluated in the CED. Prelim PS&E submission by
4/30; Final PS&E approved 6/17/20, awaiting authorization; Total project cost now 1.147 M to cover SFA and revised estimates;
2021 CMAQ

X065

Cape May Bikeway Network Expansion

SJTPO Policy Board support 3/23/15; Design Assistance mtg 4/6/17; design phase through Design Assistance Program; DES phase in two agreements (PE and FD); PE authorized on 3/21/18; NTP to consultant (WSP) on 10/30/18; project kickoff (refresher) mtg for design 12/7/18 w/ city, county, and consultant, PE
schedule from consultant; 60% design completion; FD completion anticipated by FY 2020, CON anticipated by FY 2021; CED in works by BEPR; FD authorized: 6/29/20; 7/2/20 CED complete;
2020 STBGPCON
$2.148
CMAQ $0.519
7/2/2020
estimated 7/17/20
5/27/2020
7/15/2020
Pacific Avenue (CR 621), Fish Dock Road to Rambler Road
B5K200K

2022 CMAQ

Roosevelt Boulevard/34th Street Advanced Traffic Signal
Project

DES

$0.099

CON

$0.657

-

Estimated 8/1/2020

FY 2022 Dollars

CED needs to be submitted by County; County now seeking FY2021 authorization, will prepare task order in June for consultant to develop CED;

X065

Improving Air Quality and Reducing Traffic Congestion
2020 CMAQ
CON
$0.222
6/6/2016
7/19/2016
through Biking in Ocean City
SJTPO Policy Board support 7/27/15; kickoff mtg 1/6/16; CED approved 7/19/16; County reviewed plans & specs submitted by Ocean City, provided comments to Ocean City Engineer on 4/29/19, awaiting changes to plans by city, once comments are addressed County will submit Prelim. PS&E to Local Aid; anticipate FY
2020 authorization; ER required; County to meet with City week of January 20th; Preliminary PS&E and ER anticipated to be submitted by County in April; City of Ocean City has not submitted final documents to County for submissioin to Local Aid. SJTPO staff has reached out to the city to explain that funding will likely be
re-programed due to slippage in submissions and project unlikely to be authorized FY 2020; Moved to future year
2020 HSIP

04314

Cape May County Centerline Rumble Strip Project

CON

$0.954

-

4/21/2020

7/15/2020

8/11/2020

County submitted to A.Huff finalized list of locations, revised cost estimate, and letters of support on 4/15/19; County provided additional materials/information needed to SJTPO on 6/6/19, A.Huff provided documents (via email on 7/26) to NJDOT TD&S for review and approval; NJDOT TD&S requested responses from
SJTPO/County on 9/11, A.Huff reviewed R.Church’s responses (11/15) and followed back up with Bob on 1/14 requesting revised materials, A.Huff received requested revised materials on 2/18/19, A.Huff to review and send responses back to NJDOT Safety for review/final approval (by the end of February), County can then
submit CED and Preliminary PS&E after revised list of loctations is approved by NJDOT Safety; CED from Cumberland County was provided to Cape May for reference, R. Church submitted CED to NJDOT on April 21, will have to fast tract for FY 2020 authorization; CED approved 7/15/20;
2023 SRTS

99358

West Cape May Borough Elementary School Pedestrian
Safety Improvements (Project Sponsor: West Cape May Boro)

CON

$0.252

-

Kick-off meeting held on 6/26/19; design assistance may be needed; J.Seaman to coordinate with Boro and staff augmentation for Boro's eligibility; Boro is in design process and consultant will prepare CED and PS&E via design assistance. As of 2/15/2020 design is 46% complete. Project will not be ready for authorization
in FY2020;
2022 CMAQ
X065

Cape May County Route 621 Improvements

CON

$1.245

-

5/26/2017

8/24/2017

Estimated 4/2022

DES phase authorized 9/19/17; SJTPO Policy Board support 7/25/16; kick-off meeting held; CED approved under design phase 8/24/19; under design (GPI); project not effected by road diet plan proposal; ER required; design 99% complete; County met with City on 12/11/19 to go over road diet issues, which has been
resolved, but construction of roadway likely not to advance until two years (Fall 2022); County wants this project and road diet project to move concurrently, FY 2021 authorization anticipated; Follow up to the publich meeting held on 12/11/19 is scheduled for 3/28/2020; County now expects road diet project to begin in
spring of 2023, PS&E would be submitted April 2022;

City of Vineland
2020 HSIP

ROW

$0.247

CON

$1.978

$0.247

$0.000

5/8/2020

Garden Road & Mill Road Traffic Signalization
2021 HSIP

-

10/18/2019

8/27/2019

04314

TRC 1/29/15; recommended by NJDOT TD&S for HSIP funding 5/29/15; Public Information Session 7/11/17; design CED approved 8/28/15; initial ROW negiotations began June 2018; ER approved 5/9/18 for ROW; re-kickoff meeting week of April 29th with design consultant (RVE), appraisials old, City had to re-negotiate
with property owners; City provided updated cost for CON (updated from $1.282 to $1.978) and will provide ROW after negiotations are finalized; plans are 95% complete; project to be fully funded with HSIP money (AH sent email to TRC on 9/16/19 for information only); City met with ROW consultant on 10/3 and 10/17;
E&S permit submitted; City submitted CON CED to Local Aid on 9/26/19; Local Aid submitted additional information from City that was needed for CED to BEPR on 11/13/19; as of 12/12/19 (email from D.Maillet) ROW process moving along with few issues (non-responsive/non-cooperative property owners); City to request
for ROW funding to Local Aid immediately after the last owner is in agreement, as of 2/13/19 (LA mtg), City is still having issues with property owners and no response from Verizon; consultant is working on addressing Prelim. PS&E comments and changing pay items to reflect one funding source, City is awaiting final
resolution of utility relocation (with Verizon) issues before submitting Final PS&E; Authorization for ROW begin sent on 3/16/2020; City is negotiated ROW parcels. Appraisal reports received. Review ongoing, preparing and submitting authorization package by 4/20/20; ROW authorized 5/8/2020;

X065

Design with City funds (RVE) awarded of City Council 2/27/18; CED submitted to BEPR on 5/7/18; lots of coordination with Landis Avenue Phase V required; City submitted draft Concept Plan showing widening associated with traffic signals to Local Aid on 2/11/19, Local Aid forwarded to BEPR on 2/13/19, City sent revised
project description to BEPR on 2/15/19; CED approved 2/25/19; project still under design; ER (for supplement of sidewalks) submitted on 4/29/19; City submitted Preliminary PS&E to Local Aid on 8/18/19, Local Aid provided comments back to City on 8/22/19; as of 2/13/20 (LA mtg) City is having issues with Verizon, City
to submit Final PS&E to Local Aid after final resolution of utility relocation issues; ER needed; City to request funding be reprogramed for 2021;

2021 CMAQ

S1901

S1714

Landis & Mill, Landis & Orchard Traffic Signal Upgrades

CON

$0.548

-

5/7/2018

2/25/2019

8/18/2019

2020 STBGPCON
$1.500
$1.500
$0.000
Estimated 2/2020
4/29/2019
3/14/2020
6/22/2020
7/20/2020
7/22/2020
Landis Avenue, Phase 0, From Main Rd to Myrtle St
B5K200K
Project added to FY 2018-2027 TIP with TIP amendment, SJTPO Policy Board support 11/26/18; new DBNUM received 11/19/18; City submited design CED on 2/13/19; preliminary RFP sent to LA on 4/1/19, LA provided review comments on RFP on 4/11/19; BEPR approved CED on 4/29/19; as of 10/29/19, design funds
to be funded with City dollars in FY 2020 and construction phased pushed from FY 2021 to FY 2020 with STBGP funds (programmed amount reduced from $1.8 million to $1.5 million for fiscal constraint in FY 2020); City needs to submit CED to Local Aid; Preliminary PS&E submitted 3/14/2020; comments sent on 4/2/20
to LPA; Final PS&E received on 6/22/20; Comments sent on 6/24/20; Authorized on July 22, 2020;
2020 STBGPDES
$0.100
2/24/2020
6/20/2020
8/24/2020
Mill Road, Landis Avenue to CR 540 (Almond road)
B5K200K
City to submit draft RFP for design to Local Aid on/before 1/11/20; City submitted CED and draft RFP to Local Aid on 2/24/20; Draft RFP received and comment sent on 3/3/20; anticipated submission in June; CED approved 6/20/20, sent to the City on 6/22/20;

Cumberland County
2023 TAP-L5K
X107

Newport Streetscape Improvement Project (Project Sponsor:
Downe Twp)

CON

$0.990

-

Kick-off meeting held; Cumberland County most likely to take lead on project; Township selected GPI for Design Assistant. Project Kick off on 5/12/20; Proposal only recently received, moved to FY21
2021 CMAQ
X065

2021 TAP-B5K200K
X107

Sponsor: CON - City of Millville)

CON

$0.825

-

4/24/2020

5/8/2020

Maurice River Bikeway Trail - Phase V (Project Sponsor: City
of Millville)

CON

$0.517

-

SJTPO Policy Board support 3/23/15; NJDOT worked with City on Eligibility; in-house DES; TWT selected as Design Assistance Consultant, NJDOT to serve as PM for Design; Design Assistance kick-off meeting held 7/17/17; PE phase authorized on 9/15/18; Local Aid sent agreement to City for signature, City sent signed
agreement to LA; City met with TWT week of 10/7, anticipated CON auth. depends on progress of Design Assistance and delivery of plans (consultant anticipates 7 months for PE phase and 7 months for FD phase); FY 2021 CON authorization anticipated; design is ongoing, CED needs to be submitted; Design invoice #2
submitted for work through January 2020, Millville will hold a PIC once a preliminary design is finalized;
2020 STBGPB5K200K

S1403

Millville Broad Street Traffic Signal Upgrades (Project

DES phase authorized 3/8/17; RVE for design; Initial PS&E Package received on 8/31/18. Review comments sent to LPA on 9/17/18; as of 1/4/19 (email from B.Prohowich), City of Millville will be spronsor of CON phase of project instead of County; as of 2/19/19 (Federal Status Conference call spreadsheet), plans were
sent to NJDOT Traffic Department for review/recommendation. Recevied comments back on 2/8/19; Additional Design funds authorized on 5/7/19 in the amount of $19,404.70; CED and Preliminary PS&E need to be submitted, waiting on additional design plans to be completed and reviewed by NJDOT Traffic ; 5/8/20
revised PS&E sent to NJDOT; NJDOT Traffic still reviewing and making comments; Waiting on revised PS&E Package from LPA.PS&E comment response sent to traffic on 2/28/20. "R&V informed the county that they are on track to make a submission of revisions by 3/30/20; CED Approved on 4/24/20; Traffic Submittal
#5 submitted to Local Aid 7/16/20;

Cumberland County Federal Road Program; FY 2020

ERC

$2.100

-

10/11/2019

conditional approval
2/26/20

11/1/2019

5/29/2020

Five roadway locations: Dividing Creek Road, Brandriff Road, Vine Street, Fayette Street, and Pamphylia Avenue; County submitted CED and draft plans to Local Aid via email on 10/2/19, Local Aid reviewed and forwarded to BEPR on 10/11/19; plans sent to railroad (Todd Hirt) for review on 10/2/19; County submitted
Preliminary Plans to Local Aid on 11/1/19, where Local Aid provided comments back to County; as of 12/9/19, BEPR is currently reviewing CED as of 4/8/20 still under review; CED Review ongoing. BEPR is waiting for US Fish and wildlife approval/permit; Final PS&E submitted 5/29/20;
2020 CMAQ

Cumberland County Intersection Improvements (Bridgeton
Traffic Signals)

CON

$0.750

-

8/25/2020

-

2/18/2020

7/27/2020

8/20/2020

X065
County had project DESIGNED in FY2015 with CMAQ funds. CED approved. Preliminary PS&E submitted 7.27.20; ER submitted 7.28.20;

Salem County
2020 STBGP-FLEX
S1906

S1406

Hook Road (CR 551), Phase 3

CON

$1.500

7/15/2019

8/18/2020

Resurfacing of Hook Road from Route 49 to East Pittsfield St (MP 0.0 to MP 2.16); Project added to current TIP with a TIP amendment, received support of SJTPO Policy Board on 11/26/18; new DBNUM requested and received on 11/19/18; DES phase of project authorized on 8/2/19 in the amount of $0.106 million;
Federal Aid agreement in process of being modified to include field survery and base mapping services by County's consutlant; CED submitted to Local Aid via email on 2/18/2020, Local Aid to review and submit CED to BEPR on 2/21/2020; Preliminary Plans anticipiated to be submitted prior to May 6th; Survey by
consultant is delayed due to COVID19, but still anticipates 2020 authorization; 4/16 email from Salem submission of the preliminary PS&E is likely by early to mid July. Submission of final PS&E will also be delayed as a result; email from James McKelvie dated 7/22/20 indicate submission of preliminary PS&E Aug 15;
Local review in progress, will need CE
CR 551 (Hook Road), E. Pittsfield Street to Route 295
FY 2016 Dollars
2016 TTF
CON
$0.469
Estimated 2/2021
Estimated 4/2021
(Phase II)
Construction phase of project broken into Phase 1 CON (FY 18) and Phase 2 CON (FY 20, $0.469); Phase II is from Station 143+75 to 155+00 (MP 2.73-2.94); County added additional funding to Design phase II in FY19 using TTF and Construction Phase II switched funding from STBGP to TTF; DES phase authorized on
6/20/19 for $100,000.00; FY 2021 authorization is anticipated due to need for permits, County anticipates CED submission February 2021 and Preliminary Plans April 2021;
2020 STBGP-L5K

DES

$0.150

$0.150

CON

$1.500

FY 2021 Dollars

$0.000

Estimated 3/15/2020

5/14/2020

South Greenwich Street/Telegraph Road (CR 540), Phase 1
S1909

2021 STBGP-L5K

County to submit CED to Local Aid on March 15th, Local Aid will then review and submit CED to BEPR, County anticipates to submit request for design authorization (project description, preliminary construction cost estimate, design funding estimate, RFP for survey and base mapping) by May 1st; Authorized DES 5/14/20;
2020 HSIP

FD

$0.124

CON

$1.052

-

Estimated 2/2020

8/20/2020

Salem County Pilot Roundabout (Five Points)
2021 HSIP
04314

Estimated 9/2020

Estimated 2/2021

Location at Porchtown Road (CR 613), Upper Neck Road (CR 690), and Lawrence Corner Road (CR 621); project received final approval by Traffic Data & Safety for project to advance on 10/1/18; project is apart of SJTPO's FY 2019 Local Safety Program Design Assistance, RFP for design issued on 9/6/18; Urban
selected as design consultant; PE phase authorized on 12/12/18 for consultant costs of $104,550.38 and state forces costs of $63,821.56; NTP issued 3/26/19, kick-off meeting held on 5/1/19; Design progress meeting #1 held on 8/28/19; design progress meeting #2 held on 12/17/19, intial PIC to be scheduled, CED to be
submitted; Virtual outreach to begin; PE phase is underway. Estimated date for submittal of CED: February 28, 2020 Estimated date for submittal of Preliminary PS&E: February 28, 2020: Estimated date for submittal of Final PS&E: October 2020: Estimated date for submittal of Authorization: December 2020; COVID-19
has delayed outreach; 7/23/20 Lauralee indicated 5 and 6 points must undergo Cultural Resource Investigation prior to CED being approved; PIC held 7/29/20;
2020 HSIP
2021 HSIP

04314

FY 2021 Dollars

Salem County Roundabout (Six Points)

2022 HSIP

FD

$0.124

ROW

$0.100

FY 2021 Dollars

CON

$1.100

FY 2022 Dollars

-

Estimated 2/2020

Estimated 9/2020

Estimated 2/2021

Location at Garden Road (CR 674), Parvin Mill Road (CR 645), and Alvine Road (CR 655); Project received final approval by Traffic Data & Safety for project to advance on 5/4/18; project is apart of SJTPO's FY 2019 Local Safety Program Design Assistance, RFP for design issued on 9/6/18; Urban selected as design
consultant; PE phase authorized on 12/27/18 for consultant costs of $109,852.00 and state forces costs of $57,350.35; NTP issued 3/26/19, kick-off meeting held on 5/1/19; Design progress meeting held on 8/28/19; design progress meeting #2 held on 12/17/19, intial PIC to be scheduled, CED was submitted in October
2019; CED approved on 1/6/2020. 7/23/20 Lauralee indicated 5 and 6 points must undergo Cultural Resource Investigation; PIC held 7/29/20; Potential impact to swamp pink species have been identified by USFWS. Further consultation will be required during final design;
2021 SRTS
99358

Sidewalk, crosswalk and signalization improvements at
various locations (Project Sponsor: Woodstown Borough)

CON

$0.237

-

1/14/2020

6/30/2020

Received support of SJTPO Policy Board kick-off and eligibility meeting scheduled 7/1/2017; 12/19/17 design assistance kick-off; PE authorized 11/21/18; project currently under design (Design Assistance); kick-off meeting held early July 2019; CED submitted in January 2020; Waiting on USFWS

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
2021 CMAQ
X065

3-Sep

It Pay$ to Plug in: New Jersey's Electric Vehicle Charging
Grants Program

CON

FY 2021 Dollars

$0.399

Total

$43.479

$1.840

$5.344

$0.524

SJTPO HSIP PROJECTS
Emphasis Area

Project Name

Lane Departure

Cape May County Centerline Rumble Strip
Project

SPONSOR

MUNCIPALITY

COUNTY

MPO

PHASE

FUND

Amount Type

2020

Cape May County

Various

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

HSIP

Programmed

$ 0.9544

Cape May County Pilot Roundabout 1 (West
Perry)

ROW

HSIP

Programmed

Cape May County

West Cape May
Boro

Cape May

CON

HSIP

Programmed

Cape May County Pilot Roundabout 2
(Woodbine)

Cape May County

Woodbine Boro

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

HSIP

Authorized

Cumberland County Pilot Roundabout (West
Park Drive)

ROW*

HSIP

Authorized

Cumberland County

Bridgeton City

Cumberland

SJTPO
CON

HSIP

Programmed

Intersections

Cumberland County Flashers (10 Locations)

Cumberland County

Various

Cumberland

SJTPO

CON

HSIP

Pedestrians and Bicyclists

Cumberland County Ped & Bike Action Plan

Cumberland County

Various

Cumberland

SJTPO

Planning

HSIP

Cumberland County

Various

Cumberland

SJTPO

Cumberland County

Various

Cumberland

SJTPO

2021

2022

2023

2024

2017 - 2024
$

0.9544

$

0.2250

$

0.6750

$

1.5670

$

0.0010

$

1.0350

Authorized

$

1.1520

Authorized

$

0.3448

CON HRRR Special Rule

Authorized

$

2.3408

CON

HSIP

Authorized

$

2.9109

ROW

HSIP

Authorized

$

0.2470

Intersections

CON

HSIP

Programmed

$

1.9782

Intersections

PE

HSIP

Authorized

$

0.1672

Intersections

FD

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1242

Intersections

ROW

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1000

Intersections

CON

HSIP

Programmed

$

1.1000

Intersections

PE

HSIP

Authorized

$

0.1684

Intersections

FD

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1244

Intersections

ROW**

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1000

Intersections

CON

HSIP

Programmed

$

1.0523

Pedestrians and Bicyclists

PE

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1891

FD

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1891

ROW

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.1000

CON

HSIP

Programmed

$

4.1595

Planning

HSIP

Authorized

$

0.5000

Planning

STP-STU

Authorized

$

0.5000

PE

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.2500

FD

HSIP

Programmed

$

0.2500

CON

HSIP

Programmed

$

-

Intersections
Intersections
Intersections
Intersections
Intersections

Cumberland County Systemic High Friction
Surface Treatment Program - HRRR
Cumberland County Systemic High Friction
Surface Treatment Program - Non-HRRR

Lane Departure
Lane Departure

SJTPO

Intersections
Garden Road & Mill Road Traffic Signalization

Salem County Roundabout (Six Points)

Salem County Pilot Roundabout (Five Points)

Pedestrians and Bicyclists
Pedestrians and Bicyclists

City of Salem Roadway Corridor and Intersection
Safety Improvements

City of Vineland

Salem County

Salem County

City of Salem

Vineland City

Pittsgrove Twp

Pittsgrove Twp

Salem City

Cumberland

NJ Regional Curve Inventory and Safety
Assessment (SJTPO)

Lane Departure

Various

Salem

FY 2021 Local Safety Design Assistance Cumberland County Ped & Bike Action Plan*

Cumberland County

Various

$ 0.1650
$ 0.0010
$ 1.0350

$ 0.2470
$ 1.9782

$ 0.1242

SJTPO

Salem

$ 0.1000
$ 1.1000

$ 0.1244

SJTPO

Salem

$ 0.1000
$ 1.0523
$ 0.1891
$ 0.1891

SJTPO

Various

$ 0.1000
$ 4.1595

SJTPO

Pedestrians and Bicyclists
Pedestrians and Bicyclists

$ 0.6750

SJTPO

Pedestrians and Bicyclists
Lane Departure

$ 0.2250

Cumberland

SJTPO

Pedestrians and Bicyclists
3-Sep

$ 0.2500
$ 0.2500

SJTPO HSIP Total Programmed

$

1.615

$

2.843

$

3.201

$

1.200

$

4.160

SJTPO HSIP Line Item

$

2.000

$

2.000

$

2.000

$

2.000

$

2.000

SJTPO HSIP Balance

$

0.385

$ (0.843) $ (1.201) $

0.800

$ (2.160)

*7 project locations will need Design Assistance from the Ped & Bike Safety Action plan (once it is complete)
Green = within budget
Red = overbudget
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SJTPO CMAQ PROJECTS
DBNUM Project Name
X065
X065
X065
X065
X065
X065

Margate-Ventnor Bicycle Infrastructure Project

SPONSOR

MUNCIPALITY

COUNTY

MPO

PHASE

FUND

Amount Type

Selection Year

Atlantic County

Margate and Ventnor

Atlantic

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Authorization

FY 2017

Various

Atlantic

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2018

Ocean City

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2016

Ocean City, Upper Twp

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2018

Various

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2018

Various

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2018

Purchase of eight (8) Replacement Paratransit
AC Transportation Unit
Passenger Buses
Improving Air Quality and Reducing Traffic
Cape May County
Congestion through Biking in Ocean City
Roosevelt Blvd./34th Street Advanced Traffic Signal
Cape May County
Project
Cape May County Route 621 (New Jersey Ave)
Cape May County
Improvements
Procurement of 7 low emission, unleaded fuel, body
CMC Fare Free
on chassis mini-buses
Transportation

2020
$

2021

2022

2023

0.2408
$ 0.6160

$

0.2220

$ 1.2450
$

0.2408

$

0.6160

$

0.2220

$

-

$

1.2450

$

0.4800

$

0.9177

The Landis Avenue Signal Upgrades, Phase II

City of Vineland

City of Vineland

Cumberland

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Authorization

FY 2016

X065

Landis & Mill, Landis & Orchard Traffic Signal
Upgrades

City of Vineland

City of Vineland

Cumberland

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2015

$ 0.5475

$

0.5475

X065

Millville Broad Street Traffic Signal Upgrades

Millville

Millville

Cumberland

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2017

$ 0.8250

$

0.8250

X065

Cumberland County Intersection Improvements (Bridgeton
Cumerland
Traffic Signals)
County

Bridgeton

Cumberland

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2020

$

0.7500

X065

Pacific Avenue (CR 621), Fish Dock Road to Rambler Road
Cape May County

Wildwood

Cape May

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2020

$

0.5190

X065

It Pay$ to Plug in: New Jersey's Electric Vehicle
Charging Grants Program

Various

Various

SJTPO

CON

CMAQ

Programmed

FY 2018

$ 0.3990

$

0.3990

$

5.889

3-Sep

0.0447

$

X065

NJDEP

$

0.480

2020-2025

SJTPO CMAQ Total Programmed

$

1.776

$

2.868

$

1.245

$

-

SJTPO CMAQ Line Item

$

1.900

$

1.900

$

1.900

$

1.900

SJTPO CMAQ Balance

$

0.124

$

(0.968) $

0.655

$

1.900

*Roosevelt Blvd being reconsidered for 2022-24 solicitation
Green = within budget
Red = overbudget
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South Jersey
Transportation
Planning Organization

782 South Brewster Road, Unit B6,
Vineland, New Jersey 08361

www.sjtpo.org
(856) 794-1941
(856) 794-2549 (fax)

Date: September 4, 2020
To:

TAC

From: SJTPO Staff
Re:

Technical Studies Update

Ocean Drive (CR 621) Upgrades and Bridge Improvements Local Concept
Development Study ongoing; Jennifer Marandino
Michael Baker International, Inc. in association with WSP, Churchill Consulting Engineers (DBE), and Richard
Grubb & Associates (DBE)

Project website www.capemaytwomilebridge.com
The scope of the technical effort includes Ocean Drive (County Road Number 621) from NJ Route 109 to
Madison Avenue in Lower Township, Cape May County with the main objective of the Local Concept
Development (LCD) phase to identify and compare reasonable alternatives and strategies that address the
requirements of the initial stages of the project delivery process, and to select a Preliminary Preferred
Alternative (PPA). Alternative 3 was selected as the PPA, which includes the realignment of the Middle
Thorofare Bridge to the South and realignment of the Mill Creek and Upper Thorofare Bridges to the
north.
After a mid-June Internal Review Committee (IRC) meeting with NJDOT, FHWA, and the project team
a formal letter was issued on August 2, 2019 indicating that the Committee cannot recommend the project
advance to the Preliminary Engineering phase with two outstanding issues:
1. Evaluation based upon the Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation
The additional rehabilitation analysis has been completed with the LCD report updated
2. The project must undergo a NJDOT-led Value Engineering Workshop
The workshop was held on Monday, January 6th through Wednesday, January 8th. NJDOT
transmitted an initial draft of the Value Engineering Report (Sections 4 and 5) on March 13th.
At the request of Cape May County, further investigation of one NJDOT-developed concept has been
conducted to determine if there would be a cost savings over the PPA (Alternative 3). After further
investigation the Value Engineering Alternative (Alternative 9) was determined to be more expensive than
the PPA. The VE Alternative required approximately 1,000 feet more bridge length and while less ground
improvements were required the total cost of the VE Alternative was estimated to be approximately $11.5
million dollars more than the PPA.
The Michael Baker team is preparing a formal response to the VE Report with the Cape May County
engineer to report back to the Freeholders advising them of the outcome of the additional analysis. No
further investigation of the VE Alternative is necessary. The technical study work is anticipated to be
completed before the December 31, 2020 contract end date.
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South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
Date:
Re:

September 4, 2020
Technical Studies Update

Cumberland County Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Action Plan ongoing; Alan Huff
Urban Engineers, Inc. in association with Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. (DBE), Civic Eye Collaborative, LLC (DBE),
and NV5, Inc.

This effort includes several action-oriented tasks geared towards advancing data-driven bicycle and
pedestrian projects in Cumberland County, through SJTPO’s Local Safety Program. The project is being
funding through the federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).
A delayed Notice to Incur Cost was issued by NJDOT in April 2018 with a kick-off meeting held on May
4th. To-date, network screening has been completed, public feedback received and summarized, and
municipalities have selected their project locations for advancement. SJTPO has received resolutions of
support from Vineland, Bridgeton, Millville, and Cumberland County. The toolbox of safety
countermeasure strategies has been drafted and updated to reflect SJTPO comments. Crash report data has
been collected and analyzed. Road Safety Audits have been performed at all locations. Civic Eye has
created a series of videos that educate the public about select safety countermeasures, which will be used
in the next round of outreach.
Urban has developed a series of crash diagrams for each project location. That analysis, coupled with
input from subject matter experts at the road safety audits, will inform project alternatives and
recommendations that will be prepared for public input. The final draft RSA reports are complete. The
team has not been able to receive responses from the roadway owners regarding any recommendations in
the reports and may need to remove the response sections before they are finalized.
The next major step for this effort is public outreach, which has been on hold due to COVID-19. While
no notable changes have taken place since the previous update on this project as a result, SJTPO and
Urban have been discussing how to advance outreach on these projects without in-person outreach. SJTPO
will be reaching out to Bridgeton, Millville, Vineland, and Cumberland County for feedback. A six-month
No-Cost contract extension with Urban had been executed to extend through December 31, 2020.
Feedback from the jurisdictions on outreach will determine the remaining timeline for this effort.

Local Safety Program Design Assistance ongoing; Stephanie Wakeley Alan Huff/Jason
Simmons Urban Engineers, Inc., in association with Churchill Consulting Engineers (DBE/ESBE)
The purpose of this project is to assist Salem County in advancing two roundabout projects, selected under
SJTPO’s Local Safety Program, through the federal authorization process for construction with assistance
in the preparation of plans, specifications, and cost estimates. The project is being funded through the
federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP). The consultant team is led by Urban Engineers,
with Adam Brown serving as Project Manager.
The Notice to Proceed was issued on March 26, 2019, with a kick-off meeting was held on May 1st.
Progress meetings have been held to discuss and refine concepts, discuss ROW impacts, and discuss
elements required for Local Safety Program advancement. Issues regarding sidewalk design have been
resolved. Urban and Salem County have contacted the impacted property owners at each project location
to discuss the preferred concept plan and its impact to their property.
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South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization
Date:
Re:

September 4, 2020
Technical Studies Update

The CED package has been submitted to NJDOT, the needed Public Information Center (PIC) was
completed on July 29th, and CED documents have been received and approved by NJDOT. SJTPO is
working with Urban on updated Final Design scoping and is still working to advance these projects for
FY 2020 authorization.

Multilingual Outreach Services ongoing; Alan Huff
Rutgers Public Outreach and Engagement Team (POET) in association with CQ Fluency (DBE)

This technical study is intended to assist SJTPO in addressing several multilingual needs related to the
development of the Language Access Plan, associated with Limited English Proficiency requirements in
Title VI, as had been detailed to SJTPO in a corrective action in the 2019 Federal Certification Review.
The project will develop a Public Outreach Strategy and will evaluate online translation tools to determine
financially sustainable ways to meet these requirements going forward. The project will also assist in
identifying communities of concern, which will help to establish meetings with these communities,
providing translators for these meetings to solicit input on how to improve community outreach in the
future.
A Notice to Proceed was issued on January 30, 2020 with a kick-off meeting held on February 6th, a month
behind the original schedule. Rutgers has begun its work on the outreach strategy. Public outreach, a major
task of this effort was put on hold due to COVID-19. As a result. a six-month No-Cost contract extension
with Rutgers, through December 31, 2020, was executed. Rutgers has been working to advance Part B,
related to SJTPO’s Safety Education programs. Portions of Part A, related to evaluating automated
translation tools, have been in progress and are nearing completion. SJTPO and Rutgers have been
discussing how to resume outreach activities that will ultimately allow for the update to the newly
developed Title VI and LEP Plans. This will also include content that will help SJTPO to bolster its Public
Involvement Plan and practices.
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