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SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION
Citizens Advisory Committee
Monday, October 30, 2017 - 6:30 PM
Vineland City Hall - Caucus Room
640 East Wood Street, Vineland, NJ
AGENDA
1. Flag Salute
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes: May 30, 2017
4. Chairman’s Remarks
5. Presentation “Smart Traffic Signals”- Kelly McVeigh, NJDOT (6:40 PM)
6. Presentation “The South Jersey Regional Traffic Signal Improvement Program”- Andrew Tracy,
SJTPO (7:00 PM)
7. Open Discussion (7:20 PM)
8. Administrative Items (7:35 PM)
a. 2018 Reorganization
b. Proposed 2018 Meeting Schedule
c. Topics for next meeting
9. Upcoming SJTPO Meetings (Vineland City Hall)
o Technical Advisory Committee Monday, November 13, 2017 10:00 AM
o Policy Board Monday, November 27, 2017, 10:00 AM
10. Adjournment (8:00 PM)
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SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION
Citizens Advisory Committee (Meeting Summary)
Tuesday, May 30, 2017 - 6:30 PM
Vineland City Hall - Caucus Room
640 East Wood Street, Vineland, NJ
Attendees
Members:
Rodney Guishard, Chair
Kevin Dixon
Tom Garrett
Richard Morton
Nancy Ridgway
Also in attendance:
David Heller, SJTPO
Wayne Shelton, SJTPO

Patrick Bomba
Linda DuBois
Bob Campbell
Harry Moore

Alan Huff, SJTPO
Robert Clarke, SJTPO

Melissa Melora

Minutes Approval – November 3, 2016 CAC Meeting
The minutes from March 30, 2017 were approved.
Report from Chair
RG opened the meeting and welcomed Bob Campbell back after an extended absence due to heart surgery.
RG mentioned that the original topic for this meeting was to discuss the TIP, but the Capital Program has
not yet been released to the MPOs. Although there were other topics of interest (e.g. senior transportation),
because of time constraints, original material, presentations, and speakers could be prepared in time for
this meeting. RG mentioned that he would like to hear a presentation on the NJ Department of
Transportation; how it functions and how it is organized. RG also mentioned the possibility of having
John Peterson talk to the CAC, and his experiences as an [Atlantic] county planner. RG noted that through
discussions with SJTPO the meeting topic for the meeting is the SJTPO’s Traffic Safety Education
Program. The suggestion was that the topic maybe something that the CAC members’ respective
municipalities and/or school systems might find of interest and help expand the outreach of the program.
Presentation “SJTPO’s Traffic Safety Education Program” - Bob Clarke, Wayne Shelton; SJTPO
Robert Clarke and Wayne Shelton from the SJTPO gave a comprehensive presentation on SJTPO’s Traffic
Safety Education program. Both Robert and Wayne are retired police officers and are currently working
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part-time at SJTPO delivering safety education and outreach programs to a wide variety of audiences and
on various topics. A list of the programs offered was distributed and is attached for reference. A copy of
their actual Powerpoint presentation is also attached.
WS kicked-off the presentation noting that the benefits of traffic safety education are far-reaching, as from
the time we first get a driver’s license, which was the last of any formal driving education was received.
WS noted that every day in the US, between 90 and 100 people die in car crashes. Further, a car crash is
the most preventable cause of death in the United States, as just about every one of those 100 car crashes
is the result of human error. Addressing this through traffic safety is a key method to prevent these crashes
and raise awareness. WS noted that he was a trooper for 30 years with the NJ State Police, where for about
13-14 years he was in the Traffic Safety and Education Unit. WS continued, nothing that Robert Clarke
is a former Atlantic City police officer, and is an expert in fatal crash investigation, investigating over 100
fatal car crashes.
WS then went through the various programs (as indicated on the attached PPT presentation). Highlights
include:
• Car-Fit (for seniors): 13-point assessment to make sure seniors are seated in the car properly,
properly wearing their seatbelt, etc. During the assessment, the technician makes sure the senior is
aware of where everything is in the car.
•

•

•

•

RM noted that there is no requirement from dealers to instruct buyers how these cars work.
CPS—Child Passenger Safety: WS is a member of the NJ Child Passenger Safety Training Team.
He travels around the State conducting this program to certify people as a Car-Seat Technician.
About 70 to 90% of child passenger seats are not installed correctly. It is actually a national
program and certified by an organization called “Safe Kids” whose curriculum was developed by
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Car Seat Inspection Program: Atlantic County is the only county that has a car-seat inspection
station monthly, held at Bennett Chevrolet in Egg Harbor Township, occurring on the second
Saturday of every month, (9:00 AM-1:00 PM). The monthly inspection is run by the Atlantic
County Sheriff’s Department. Parents and/or caregivers come and have their car seats inspected,
and make sure they are properly installed. If they aren’t, parents and/or caregivers are taught how
to properly install them and harness the children in the seats. Salem County and Cape May County
have two officers that conduct a similar inspection by appointment only. In Cumberland County,
two officers from the Vineland Police Department are trained to inspect car seats.
Selecting and Securing Children in Vehicle Restraint Systems: This is a 1-hour program for
parents to learn about child passenger safety from birth to 10-12 years old. When kids are infants,
they are the most vulnerable and in a seat that provides some protection, but as they get older,
parents are often quick to put them in a regular seat prematurely, not realizing that these seats are
really designed for adults.
Child Passenger Safety Restraint Systems on School Buses: In state of NJ, every school bus is
equipped with a seat belt (lap belts only). NJ is one of six states that has seat belts on buses. A lot
of school districts transport pre-school aged children. School buses were not really made for child
seats.
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TG asked about adults of certain heights, e.g. who may be 4’6”; WS noted that the seat belts must
be adjusted correctly, covering the hip area as opposed to the abdomen. Sometimes passengers
must sit on a pillow to ensure the seat belt is fitting properly.
For airbags, everyone must be seated a minimum of 10 inches from the airbag. The airbag opens
before occupant begin to fly forward. If the occupant is sitting too close when airbag opens, you
have a 200-mph object coming into your face. Not everyone that gets injured in a crash is the
driver; sometimes it is the passenger or the pedestrian. In NJ, 25-30% of all fatalities involve
pedestrians.WS recommended drivers drive with their hands at the 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM
positions, respectively, since that will minimize the risk of serious injuries when the air bag is
deployed.

•
•

•

RC noted that internal injuries such as a torn aorta, ruptured liver/kidney/spleen, are most common
types of injuries when airbag is deployed.
Belts on Bones: The presentation is target at 1st and 2nd graders and was designed by State Office
of Highway Traffic Safety to address the use booster seats in vehicles.
Most Dangerous Place on Earth: The presentation is geared mostly to high schools, designed to
raise awareness to high school students, and how they can protect themselves while driving on the
highway, using safety components in car as well as defensive driving theory. It was noted that 90
to 100 people die every day (on a highway) in US. In last 7-8 years, there has been a 31% reduction
in teen crashes in NJ because of [Graduated Driver’s License law] in NJ, which places restrictions
on new teen drivers (e.g. driving at night, speeding, etc.).
Car Crashes, It’s Basic Physics: In this presentation RC goes to physics classes in high schools,
(mostly juniors and seniors), explaining how and why a car crashes, based on physics. RC also
explained how tire marks are created. They are not created solely by the tires; but rather, by the
tires (which melt at 650°) melting the roadway, (which melt at 250°). Through the use of a
specialized computer design program, and the use of lasers to document the scene, RC and a team
of police officers are able reconstruct the crash to figure out how and why crash occurred.
RC explained how airbags work. For example, once an airbag is deployed, in 2 milliseconds, the
airbag will start to come out. Using data on an event data recorder in a car, car dealers can tell if
an airbag has gone off. After car is involved in a crash, by law, event data recorder must record
everything that occurred 5 seconds prior to crash (e.g. gas pedal, brake pedal, steering wheel, etc.).
Any car sold in the US (2015 or later), must have this capability.
RC expressed interest in having [Wayne and Robert] coming to speak to people at his senior
development. AH noted that RC can contact any of us.

•

•

RC noted that an extensive analysis must be done in any car crash (to determine the cause); e.g.
was the crash caused by the roadway, an errant driver, etc.
Teens and Truck: This program targeted to high school drivers is a two-part program with an inclass presentation and outside demonstration where the students sit in a tractor-trailer to gain the
perspective of the driver, taking note of blind spots in the truck, etc.
Share the Keys: This program is geared to high school students, often after kids pass driver’s
education training. The program is presented to both the high school student and their parent,
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geared to educate both the parent and student on the risks and responsibilities of driving; helping
the parents be good role models for their kids.
RM noted that there is no retesting of drivers once they get their driver’s license. RC noted that it
is easier to declare war than it is to revoke one’s driver’s license. BC asked RC about the driver’s
education course that all schools offer. “Share the Keys” is the program for parents to help augment
what is taught by the schools. He recommended parents and grandparents take kids out driving
and let them experience all diverse types of roadways.
Open Discussion
The presentation was followed by a discussion of how CAC members and others can get this presentation
out to each of their respective communities. Both Bob and Wayne made themselves available to members
of the CAC should they want this presentation given to one of their own communities or organizations
with which they may be involved. There is no charge for the presentation.
RG noted there is a lot of interest here, but the most benefit is when it gets out to the members’ individual
communities. In addition to local governments, potential audiences might include School Boards, other
schools and churches. WS noted that sometimes it is difficult to get parents out (e.g. for the Share the
Keys Program).
RG noted that the next meeting will be the TIP public meeting. AH noted that there will be representatives
from NJDOT and NJ Transit at the public meeting.
RM mentioned that he would like to see transportation for seniors/human service transportation as a future
in-depth topic. DH noted that SJTPO’s intent is to cover all the topics of interest at some point.
Upcoming SJTPO Meetings
• Technical Advisory Committee Monday, July 10, 2017 10:00 AM
• Policy Board Monday, July 24, 2017, 10:00 AM
• CAC Meeting and TIP Public Meeting, Tuesday, July 31, 2017 time TBD
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:50 PM.
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Traffic Safety
Outreach & Education Program

Traffic Safety Programs Offered by SJTPO
For many years, the South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO) has offered a
robust series of programs to teach the public about traffic safety. These programs are designed
to bring awareness to the many risks presented to drivers, passengers, bicyclists, and
pedestrians on area roadways and teach simple ways to improve safety. This is a part of SJTPO's
commitment to work Toward Zero Deaths and ensure that all roadway users get home safely.
SJTPO collaborates with a number of organizations on programs that address different facets of
safety. In the 2015-2016 school year alone, SJTPO reached out to educate nearly 10,000
students in 194 presentations about safety.
To request any of the programs, below, please email your request to info@sjtpo.org with
"Safety Program Request" in the subject line. Please include as much information as possible
about your needs, and someone will follow-up with you as soon as possible.

Programs for High School Students
Share the Keys

Teens in Pre-Permit or Permit Stages of Licensure & Their Parents |
60-90 minutes
This research-based, data-driven program is designed to reduce teen
driver crash risks by increasing parental involvement. The program
ensures that all parties fully understand the risks and responsibilities
associated with driving and are equipped with the tools needed to build safe driving skills for
life. Topics include understanding New Jersey’s graduated driver license (GDL), being a good
role model for your teen driver, effectively enforcing the GDL law, increasing practice driving
hours, and controlling the keys. The 60 to 90-minute program is designed for parents and their
teens during the pre-permit or permit stage of license, generally tenth and eleventh grade
students.

Car Crashes, It’s Basic Physics

High School Math & Physics Students | 40-90 minutes
This is an interactive program for math and physics classes, which
allows students to determine the speed of a crash using formulas that
students have learned in class. The 40-90 minute program is a realworld application of their education.

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO)
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Teens and Trucks

High School Students | 40-45 minutes (two-part program)
This two-part program allows high school age students to move outside
the classroom and educates young drivers about the importance of
safe driving from the vantage point of a truck driver. While in the
classroom setting, teens are taught on how to be aware of the blind
spots, the three-second rule, and to always keep a safe distance around large trucks and buses.
The students are taught to avoid all types of distractions, including talking to passengers,
adjusting the radio or GPS, eating, drinking, reading, using a cell phone, reaching for something
dropped on the floor, or any other activity that removes your attention from the road. During
the second part of the program, several stations are set-up outside of the school to teach
students about the limitations and characteristics of large trucks and buses compared to
passenger vehicles and motorcycles. This program is approximately 40-45 minutes in length for
the first part, classroom portion.

Most Dangerous Place on Earth

Ninth through Twelfth Grade Students | 40-90 minutes
On a daily basis, one of the most dangerous places for any person to be
is on a highway. This program is designed for all grades of High School
Students and classes can be tailored to the time constraints (period
length) of the school. The program covers the actual statistical
likelihood of being involved in a crash and gives a realistic picture of the potential danger
anyone faces when part of the traffic mix. Additionally, the program covers distracted driving,
drinking and driving, occupant protection, and when appropriate as per student age, defensive
driving techniques. This presentation can be adjusted to be appropriate for 9th, 10th, 11th, and
12 graders as well as all adult drivers.

Programs for Elementary and Middle School Students
Occupant Protection for Middle School Students

Middle School Students | 30-45 minutes
This program provides information and tips for Middle School students
on how to properly wear a seatbelt. It provides an overview of crash
dynamics and the forces one experiences during a vehicle crash. It
further emphasizes the importance of passenger participation in safe
transportation. The students receive hands-on training in how to properly adjust their seatbelts
for maximum safety and comfort. Other occupant protection equipment in the vehicle is also
discussed. This class runs approximately 30 to 45 minutes.

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO)
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety

Elementary and Middle School Students | 30-40 minutes
This presentation has the ability to be tailored to a wide audience
ranging from elementary to middle school aged children and can be
fitted to a school schedule, generally 30-40 minutes in length. This
presentation addresses using proper safety equipment, while
emphasizing the rules and laws pertaining to bicycle safety. The pedestrian safety portion of the
presentation addresses New Jersey’s pedestrian safety laws and encourages children to be
aware of their surroundings when in, around, or near the roadway. This presentation is also
utilized for education associated with the Safe Routes to School program.

Belts on Bones

Kindergarten to Third Grade | 30-45 minutes
This program is designed for early elementary aged children
(kindergarten through third grade) who are transitioning from a child
restraint to a booster seat. The goal of the program is to ensure the
child is properly secured in an occupant restraint in the rear of the
vehicle. A vehicle-training seat and a booster seat are used to emphasize and promote the
proper use of a booster seat for children of these ages. The program further empowers the
child to discuss these issues at home. The 30-45 minute presentation makes use of a
combination of live demonstrations and video clips.

Belts, Bones, and Buses

First to Fifth Grade | 30-45 minutes
This program is very similar to the Belts on Bones program with the
added component of school bus safety, both on and off the bus. A
school bus seat is used to demonstrate proper use of the lap belt. The
30-45 minute program is geared toward elementary aged children in
first through fifth grade.

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO)
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Programs for Adults
Car-Fit for Senior Drivers

Senior Drivers | 15 minutes
This AAA/AARP program is designed to provide a quick but
comprehensive check of how well a driver and their vehicle work
together. It was designed with the senior driver in mind because of
their frailty, which makes them more vulnerable to serious injuries
during a crash. The goal of the assessment is to make sure the driver is seated properly to
ensure the best view and control of the vehicle and that the driver receives the maximum
benefit of their vehicle’s occupant restraint systems. The 15-20 minute assessment is held at
various Senior Citizen Centers throughout the region.

Child Passenger Safety (CPS) – Car Seat Inspection Program

Parents & Caregivers | 15-20 minutes
The Child Passenger Safety Program provides education for parents and
caregivers on how to properly install a child restraint system in their
vehicles. Parents can have their seats checked and inspected by trained
child passenger seat technicians. Regularly scheduled 15-20 minute onsite hands-on inspections are hosted by Safe Kids and County Sheriff’s Offices in Atlantic and
Cape May counties. Assessments can also be scheduled by calling the Sheriff’s offices in
Cumberland and Salem counties.
Atlantic County
• Bennett Chevrolet, 6721 E Black Horse Pike, Egg Harbor Township
2nd Saturday of each month 9AM-1PM
• Action Auto Body, 14 Twelfth Street Hammonton
3rd Saturday of March, June, September and December only 9AM-1PM
Cape May County
• Lowe’s Home Improvement, 3171 Rout 9 South, Rio Grande
3rd Saturday of each month 10AM - noon
Cumberland County
• Call Cumberland County Sheriff’s Department to schedule an appointment, (856)
451-4449
Salem County
• Call Salem County Sheriff’s Department to schedule an appointment, (856) 935-7510

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO)
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CPS – Transporting Children Safely

Parents & Caregivers | 60 minutes
This one-hour program is taught in a classroom setting using the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) curriculum on
proper selection, direction, location, and installation of child seats.
Parents and caregivers are given tips and techniques to ensure their
passengers are riding safely. This program can be an educational resource for parent
organizations, community groups, social service organizations, and businesses in the region.

CPS – Child Passenger Safety Technician Training

Persons Interested in Becoming a Certified CPS Technician | 32 hours
This program offers Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Technician
Certification status to individuals who successfully complete the
course. CPS Technicians use their knowledge and expertise at a variety
of community-based activities such as child seat safety check
inspections and events. The curriculum developed by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) is a comprehensive 32-hour training. All instructors are certified Child
Passenger Safety Technicians/Instructors. This course is administered by Safe Kids Worldwide.
For more information or to become a CPS Technician, please go to cert.safekids.org.

CPS – Restraint Systems on School Buses National Training

School District Employees | 8 hours
Many school districts are required to transport preschool age children
and infants to schools in our region. The curriculum of this program,
provided by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) addresses proper use and installation of child seats on school
transport vehicles. The course runs for approximately 8 hours and provides classroom and
hands-on training in school buses. The training is available to school district employees such as
drivers, aids, mechanics, and administrators that are involved in the transport preschool age
children and infants in their districts.

Motorcycle Refresher for Law Enforcement

Local Police Department Staff | Long-term Program
The Division of Highway Traffic Safety and South Jersey Transportation
Planning Organization offer a free law enforcement training
opportunity for all Traffic Officers. The course will review the
requirements of title 39, including licensing, and discuss the
importance of identifying improper safety issues impacting motorcyclists and the other road
users who share the road. This course can be given in an hour or three hours in duration,
depending on the need of the departments.
South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO)
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Meet Our Traffic Safety Team
Wayne Shelton

Traffic Safety Specialist
Wayne is a retired Lieutenant from the New Jersey State Police with 30
years of experience. During his career, he had the opportunity to work
with schools and communities as a member of the Educational Services
Unit and Community Policing Unit. He has developed and given
hundreds of traffic safety presentations throughout the State in an effort
to reduce crashes through education.

Robert Clarke

Traffic Safety Specialist
Bob is a retired Sergeant from the Atlantic City Police Department
(ACPD). He served for 10 years in the ACPD traffic Unit. He has an
extensive knowledge of traffic safety law. He also developed his skills
and expertise in the field of crash investigation.

South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO)

6

SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION
PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS
FOR 2018
Monday, January 29, 2018 – 6:30 PM (Reorganization Meeting)
Monday, April 30, 2018 – 6:30 PM
Monday, July 30, 2018 – 6:30 PM
Monday, October 29, 2018 – 6:30 PM

Meeting Location: City Hall, 2nd Floor Caucus Room, 640 E. Wood Street, Vineland, NJ

South Jersey
Transportation
Planning Organization

782 South Brewster Road, Unit B6,
Vineland, New Jersey 08361

www.sjtpo.org

(856) 794-1941
(856) 794-2549 (fax)
dheller@sjtpo.org

Date: October 24, 2017
To:

CAC Members

From: David Heller
Re:

Possible CAC Meeting Topic Areas (Updated)

At the November 3, 2016 CAC meeting, the suggestion was raised to have future meetings focus on specific topics,
with the main intent being the education of members of each of these topic areas.
Where a topic has already been presented, I have included the date of the meeting next to that item in red. The
following represents an updated list of recommended topics for future meetings:
• SJTPO primer, including apportionment of funding throughout State and project selection (TIP)
(January 30, 2017/August 29, 2017 meetings)
• Traffic signal synchronization, “Smart Lights” (October 30, 2017 meeting)
• Application, use of “Complete Streets” policies (March 30, 2017 meeting)
• Federal funding
• Getting buy-in from State and local officials with respect to “Complete Streets”, including
accommodation for bicyclists; e.g. shoulders, paths, etc. (March 30, 2017 meeting)
• Bicycle and pedestrian safety, roadway crossing
• Human Service Transportation; including transportation for veterans and lack of transportation to jobs
• Roadway vegetation management
• Delays in project construction and length of time; e.g. bridges, roads, traffic signals, etc.
• More regionalization in projects as opposed to area-specific
Other topics previously discussed, include:
• Traffic simulation model; demonstration, use and application
• The Project Development Process; from inception to design to construction
• Complete Streets and Barriers to Implementation; including installation and implementation of bike lanes,
widening to accommodate bikes and pedestrians, etc. (March 30, 2017 meeting)
• How is Federal money appropriated throughout the State?
• Lack of Funding and Possible Remedies
• Project Selection, Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (August 29, 2017 meeting)
• A Review of Safety Countermeasures from SJTPO’s Local Safety Program
• How NJDOT works/how it is organized
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