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Appendix E - Public Outreach
OUTREACH MATERIALS
SJTPO Banner and Outreach Materials to Advertise Transportation Matters
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Transportation Matters Postcard
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Transportation Matters Paper Survey (English)
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Transportation Matters Paper Survey (Spanish)
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Transportation Matters Paper Survey Maps
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SURVEY RESULTS
Survey Results for Goals Proiritization
1. Promote transportation choices for people and goods
2. Support the regional economy
3. Improve transportation safety
4. Improve security
5. Mitigate traffic congestion
6. Protect and enhance the environment
7. Enhance system integration and connectivity
8. Restore, preserve, and maintain the existing system
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Survey Respondents

(could select more than one category)
Reside full-time
Reside part-time
Work
Conduct business
Recreation
Attend school
Other (please specify below)
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Wish List Line Comments
Category

Type

Transit

Location
Vineland City to Millville City to
Philadelphia
Vineland to Buena Borough

Transit

Buena Borough to Atlantic City

Transit

Cape May to New York City

Transit/Economic
Development
Bicycle

Cape May City to Lower
Township
Mays Landing and Egg Harbor
City
Cape May City to Upper
Township
S Railroad Avenue from NJ-47
to Cresse Lane

Transit

Bicycle
Accessibility

Bicycle
Bicycle
Bicycle
Bicycle
Bike/Ped
Bike/Ped
Bike/Ped

Bike/Ped

Telegraph Road from Cool Run
Road to NJ-49
Mannington Township to Elmer
Borough
Atlantic City Boardwalk
Alloway Woodstown Road
from Bailey Street to
Commissioners Pike
Glassboro to Bridgeton along
railroad right-of-way
Devins Lane to W Jersey
Avenue
Woodbine Borough to Stone
Harbor Borough

County
Cumberland
Salem
Atlantic
Cumberland
Atlantic
Atlantic
Cape May
Cape May
Atlantic
Cape May
Cape May

Comment
New train line connecting Vineland to Millville. Also express bus
line (or bus rapid transit) to Philadelphia.
Add a more direct bus line to and from Vineland and also to
Atlantic city.
Better public transportation between Buena and Atlantic city. It’s
hard to attend doctor's appointments when you don't have
transportation.
Would like to see easier transportation to NYC (i.e. rail or bus
year-round from Cape May)
shuttles outside town & bring people into town - a plus for
economy and help with parking
Bicycle route through Egg Harbor City from Burlington County
border to Mays landing
Bike route

Salem

I would love to see the present bike route continued to Rio
Grande. It isn't pleasant to ride along the highway like along bike
trail.
Bike lane would be great

Salem

Consider a Salem Countywide bike trail

Atlantic
County
Salem

Bikes should be allowed on the boardwalk at all times (maybe a
bike lane)
Need sidewalk or bike path on woods town Alloway rd

Cumberland
Salem
Atlantic

Trail on RR from Glassboro to Bridgeton

Cape May

There is a small gap in what would be a great cross-county trail
here. It would connect from basically Mays Landing through
Pleasantville and down to Somers Point and Ocean City with this
small gap filled in.
Connect the Woodbine bike/ped trail with the lower Cape May
County trails at the Zoo and points south.
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Category

Type
Bike/Ped

Location
Woodbine Borough to Somers
Point
Mill Road at the Atlantic City
Expressway
Millville City to Dennis
Township
Millville City to Dennis
Township
Millville City to Dennis
Township

County
Atlantic Cape
May
Atlantic

Vehicle

Atlantic City Expressway to
Atlantic City International
Airport

Atlantic
County

Pavement
Condition

Main Street from Bridgeton
Fairton Road to Lummis Mill
Road
East Avenue from NJ-49 to
Barretts Run Road
Marlboro Road from Geisinger
Avenue to Jericho Road
Barretts Run Road from
Shoemaker Road to Columbia
Highway
Alloway Woodstown Road
from Bailey Street to
Commissioners Pike
Palantine Lake Drive from
Sheep Pen Rd to Olivet Road
Olivet Road from NJ-77 to
Centerton Road
Grieves Parkway from Tilbury
Road to Salem-Hancocks
Bridge Road

Cumberland

Route 55 needs to be connected via highway to Garden State
Parkway!! Meets goals shared on page 1.
Extend Rt. 55 expressway to shore points instead of requiring
vehicles to get on Rt. 47. Traffic is terrible on Rt. 47 in the
summertime!
There needs to be a modern roadway connection between the
expressway and the airport. This is the single reason why Airport
Circle is such a mess. SJTA owns the airport and the expressway they need to solve the problem they have created.
Needs paved

Cumberland

Road needs repaved

Cumberland

Road needs repaved

Cumberland

Road needs repaved

Salem

Needs repaved. Prone to washout

Salem

Paletine Lake Dr. needs repaved

Cumberland
Salem
Salem

Olivet Rd needs repaved to Rt. 77

Pedestrian
Vehicle
Accessibility

Vehicle
Vehicle

Improvements

Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition;
Drainage/Flooding
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition;
Lighting

Cape May
Cumberland
Cape May
Cumberland
Cape May
Cumberland

Comment
Connect Woodbine and Cape May County trails with Atlantic
County trails - Route 52 Bridge, Somers Point Trail, etc.
Need a pedestrian bridge across expressway to high school and
middle school. Will improve safety to and from school.
Extend Route 55 south to reduce shore congestion on 47/347

Repave Grieves Parkway in Salem and install street lights for
safety
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Category

Improvements

Type
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition;
Shoulder widening
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Drainage/Flooding

Location
Dutch Row Road from S Main
Street to US-40
Pine Tavern Road at
Monroeville Road
Old Harding Highway from Mill
Street to Wheaton Ave
Malaga Road from US-322 to
NJ-54

Drainage/Flooding

Columbia Highway at Beebe
Run
Park Boulevard, Myrtle
Avenue, and W Perry Street
Old Deerfield Pike at Silver
Lake Road

Cumberland

Westcott Station Road from
Cedarville Road to Lummis Mill
Road
Old Deerfield Pike at Laurel
Heights Drive
Barretts Run Road from
Shoemaker Road to NJ-49

Cumberland

Intersection Design
Intersection Design
Lighting
Traffic Signal
Design Speed

Pleasant Drive at Charles
Avenue
Bacons Neck Road and Ye
Greate Street
Barretts Run Road at NJ-49

County
Salem

Comment
Dutch Row Rd has many potholes and needs repaved

Salem

Pine Tavern Rd in Monroeville has many potholes and needs
repaved
Road is in horrible condition. Needs resurfacing. County is
aware of this.
Repave this section of Weymouth Road and widen shoulders.

Atlantic
Atlantic
County
Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland

Cape May
Cumberland

Cumberland
Cumberland

There is a big pothole and they fixed it last year and it came back
again
They need to repave this road.
Needs drainage pipes. Major flooding during storms, causes
safety hazards
Flooding during storms
Need help at in front of CVS in West Cape May
Perry streets and Myrtle
There is a four way stop here and it is brand new the prices are
hitting the cars at the four way stop because its brand new three
times so far
Need better lighting
There is a stop light here we want it removed and put a caution
light instead
There is a 50 miles per hour sign and it should be 35 miles per
hour because there is a handicap sign and people run walk the
dogs around the block dragon ride their bikes in the summer and
it seems you're saying 50 miles per hour
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Wish List Point Comments
Category

Type

Transit
Transit
Transit
Transit
Transit
Transit
Transit
Transit
Accessibility

Transit
Transit
Vehicle
Ferry
Ferry
Ferry
Ferry
Ferry

Location
Cape May County (General
Comment)
S State Street and E Landis
Avenue
1274 US-40
Cape May County (General
Comment)
70 Fairton Gouldtown Road
Fairfield Township (General
Comment)
E Chestnut Avenue and S East
Avenue
Vineland City (General
Comment)

206 E Lake Road
Atlantic City (General
Comment)
Vineland City (General
Comment)
Cape May City (General
Comment)
Wildwood Crest Borough
(General Comment)
Stone Harbor Borough
(General Comment)
Sea Isle City (General
Comment)
Avalon Borough (General
Comment)

Municipality/County
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Hamilton Township/
Atlantic
Hamilton Township/
Atlantic
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Millville City/
Cumberland
Millville City/
Cumberland
Egg Harbor Township/
Atlantic

Atlantic City/Atlantic
Atlantic City/Atlantic
Atlantic City/ Atlantic
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Pilesgrove Township/
Salem
Stow Creek Township/
Salem
Pilesgrove Township/
Salem

Comment
Implement more bus routes in Cape May County
More public transportation to take to get to
commerce center.
Cape May Seashore Lines, improvements and
expansion from Richland to Cape May City
Restore railroad system to Cape May
Would like to see transit options for senior citizens in
Fairfield.
Need more public transportation!!!
More connection between buses. More bus stops.
Implement new express routes to big cities like
Philadelphia, New York or Atlantic city. More bike
lanes. Construction of more bus stop with covered
Booth. Alternative to the use of conventional fuel for
public transportation (Natural gas) to reduce expense.
Need transportation for elderly for chemo and dialysis
Implement a new bus route in Atlantic City
Better access to 55 and more than 1 route to major
highways
Build a Cape May ferry stop
Build a Wildwood Crest ferry stop
Build a Stone Harbor ferry stop
Build a Sea Isle City ferry stop
Build an Avalon ferry stop
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Category

Type
Ferry
Ferry
Aviation
Economic
Development
Transit

Accessibility

Transit
Vehicle
Bicycle
Pavement
Condition
Bicycle
Bicycle
Bicycle

Municipality/County
Pilesgrove Township/
Salem
Oldmans Township/
Salem
Oldmans Township/
Salem

Bridgeton City (General
Comment)
Salem County (General
Comment)

Millville City/
Cumberland
Atlantic City/ Atlantic

W Main Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue
498 Seashore Road

Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City

Pavement
Condition
Traffic Signals

Millville City (General
Comment)
Atlantic City (General
Comment)
Buena Borough (General
Comment)
S Burlington Road and
Buckshutem Road
Millville City (General
Comment)
Cape May City (General
Comment)
US-9 and Woodland Avenue

Traffic Signals

NJ-49 and N 2nd Street

Bicycle
Pedestrian
Pedestrian
Wildlife

Improvement

Location
Ocean City (General
Comment)
Atlantic City (General
Comment)
Atlantic City International
Airport

Vineland City
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Runnemede Borough/
Camden
Millville City/
Cumberland

Comment
General Comment: Build an Ocean City ferry stop
General Comment: Build an Atlantic City ferry stop
Should be easier for residents and most importantly
tourists to fly here from other cities. Also a better
system to connect Philadelphia airport arrivals to
Atlantic City.
Repair of bus stops!
new bus routes, new bike trails, and many roads need
repaved in Salem County

Connect bike trails in middle and lower township
Connect Lower and middle's bike trail
More bike lanes in Millville
Build a new bike trail in Atlantic City
General Comment: More sidewalks in the township
area
Need a crossing for school children at Burlington Rd in
Bridgeton
protect animals from oncoming traffic
Update roads in Cape May
Need a traffic light at this intersection. Will improve
student safety.
twin left light at 2nd and Route 49 in Millville
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Category
Improvement

Type
Traffic Signals

Location
US-9, NJ-109, and Tranquility
Drive

Municipality/County
Vineland City/
Cumberland

Comment
Make the light on Route 9 + Tranquility be set by a
tripper, not a timer.
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Issue Line Comments
Category

Type
Bike/Ped
Access

Location
Landis Avenue from NJ-55 to
Delsea Drive

County
Cumberland

Ped Access

Landis Avenue from NJ-55 to N
Delsea Drive

Cumberland

Bike Access

Chestnut Avenue from NJ-47
to S Main Road
Delsea Drive from Almond
Road to W Park Avenue
R-47 from Bluebird Lane to NJ55
Burns Avenue from S Main
Road to S West Boulevard
NJ-47 from NJ-55 to N High
Street
NJ-77 from NJ-49 to Landis
Avenue
Landis Avenue from S
Burlington Avenue to NJ-77
Landis Avenue from NJ-55 to
West Boulevard
Delsea Drive from West
Boulevard to Columbia Ave
Garden State Parkway in Cape
May County
NJ-49 from N Park Avenue to
N 10th Street
Barretts Run Road at Hillcrest
Avenue

Cumberland

Congestion
Function

Roadway Design

Congestion
Congestion
Congestion
Bike Access
Bike Access
Congestion
Congestion
Speed

Cumberland

Comment
lack of shoulders, left turn lanes, bike lanes & sporadic sidewalks
…as described earlier, bicycling or walking on this hi-lighted area is
very dangerous. a road diet/traffic calming efforts need to be
installed
As described earlier, bicycling or walking on this hi-lighted area is
very dangerous. a road diet/traffic calming efforts need to be
installed
lack of shoulders, left turn lanes, bike lanes

Cumberland

Rt. 540 jogs, resulting in excessive turning movements &
congestion
hazardous weave southbound - ramp traffic moving left &
shopping center traffic moving right
very narrow inferior road used as back door access to Cumberland
Mall (insufficient ROW to do anything)
High accident rate. Heavy traffic volume highway off ramp difficult
to navigate.
Congestion

Cumberland

Heavy congestion

Cumberland;
Salem
Cumberland

Wider shoulders to accommodate bicycle lanes along Landis Ave.

Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland

Cape May

Make this section of Delsea Drive bicycle-friendly (e.g. wider
shoulders, bike lanes).
GSP not wide enough for amount of traffic

Cumberland

Congestion on Rt. 49 in Millville during peak hours

Cumberland

Miles per hour should be reduced. Currently at 50 miles per hour.
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Category

Type
Congestion
Signal
Synchronization

Location
Cornwell Drive and Landis
Avenue from Maple Street to
S Burlington Avenue

County
Cumberland

Bike/Ped
Access

Landis Avenue from West
Avenue to Evan Terrace

Cumberland

Traffic Signal
Congestion

S Main Road at NJ-55
NJ-47 from W Park Avenue to
N Korff Drive
Delsea Drive from NJ-55 to W
Elmer Road
NJ-49 from Buck Street to S
3rd Street
NJ-47 from Sassafras Avenue
to NJ-49
S High Street at NJ-49
Buck Street at NJ-49

Cumberland
Cumberland

Roadway Design

Congestion
Congestion
Intersection
Design

Congestion
Congestion
Traffic Signal
Safety

Pavement
Condition

Ped Access

Landis Avenue, NJ-77,
Cornwell Drive
Reeves Road from Burlington
Road N to East Avenue
Colfax St. from Garfield
Avenue to Cone Street
Reeves Road from Burlington
Rd. N to East Ave.
S East Avenue at Shoemaker
Lane

Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland
Cumberland

Comment
*Congestion at rush hour starting around 3:00 going west on 56.
Traffic light is too short at the intersection of 77 and 56.
People are racing through the Amber light double lane to cross
Hwy 77, before the change. Also traffic leading to next traffic light.
Timing in light needs to be longer. The same light going East in the
morning turns too quickly as well.
*Landis in Center City is uncomfortably wide, it results in illegal Uturns, improper use as multiple lanes, and difficulty crossing as a
pedestrian.
Should be narrowed, maybe with a median, would be a great
place for bike lanes, and bulb-outs at intersections or maybe
islands for pedestrians to cross safely.
Un-signalized ramps & intersection
congestion much of day - very difficult making left turns onto
highway
congestion much of day - difficult making left turns onto highway
Traffic congestion. Need green light arrow left turn designations
and wider intersections. Heavy truck traffic area.
Heavy truck traffic and HIgh congestion. Trucks and buses unable
to make turns without driving over sidewalks.
Needs left turn arrows.
Heavy congestion with large trucks unable to make turns. a lot of
pedestrian traffic. Narrow intersection need green left turn
arrows.
Dangerous merge area

Cumberland

Reeve's Rd (Fairfield Twp) - a lot of potholes and very hard for cars
and buses. It should be filled in and repaved.
Colfax St. - potholes and no sidewalk

Cumberland

Reeves Rd needs repairs from Burlington Rd to East Ave! -- repave

Cumberland

pot holes
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Category

Pavement
Condition

Type

Drainage/
Flooding

Safety
Transit Access

Drainage/Flooding

Lighting
Bicycle Trail Access

Congestion

Location
Brown Road from Pecks
Corner Cohansey Rd. to NJ-49
Shoemaker Lane at Burlington
Road S
NJ-45 at Lincoln Road (near
Oldmans Creek Tributary)
Barretts Run Road from
Columbia Hwy to Sewall Rd.
N High Street from E Oak
Street to NJ-49
NJ-49 from S Sharp Street to
Chestnut Street

County
Salem

potholes

Comment

Cumberland

lots of potholes - needs repaved

Salem

Potholes and flooding

Cumberland

Road needs to be repaved

Cumberland
County
Cumberland

Bump roads

NJ-47 at E McNeal Street

Cumberland

NJ-45 at Hancock Street (near
Fanwick Creek)
NJ-45 at Hancock Street (near
Fanwick Creek)
Cheney Road from NJ-45 to
Cemetery Road
Malaga Road from US-322 to
12th Street
Cold Spring Bike Path in Lower
Township

Salem

Safety issue with bus stops. Cars pass buses while picking off and
dropping off to make the green light. Move bus stops away from
intersection.
Poor bus stop locations. Move south to lesser traffic congested
area.
Road floods

Salem

Road floods

Salem

Need better road lighting

Atlantic

More lights along Weymouth/Malaga Road.

Cape May

Maintenance along current trail. '15 year was an influx of poison
ivy!
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Issue Point Comments
Category

Type
Function

Location
NJ-47 and W Elmer Road

Municipality/County
Buena Borough/ Atlantic

Function

E Walnut Road and SE
Boulevard
N Valley Avenue and E Oak
Road
N Mill Road and W Garden
Road
E Weymouth Road, NE
Boulevard, and NW Boulevard
S East Boulevard and Sumner
Street
Main Road (CR-555) between
E Oak Road and Sharp Road

Pleasantville City/
Atlantic
Pleasantville City/
Atlantic
Pleasantville City/
Atlantic
Pleasantville City/
Atlantic
Buena Borough/ Atlantic

Function

NJ-49 and Jericho Road

Function

NJ-49, Marlboro Road,
Mickels Mill Road, and
Telegraph Road
Fordville Road and NJ-49
NJ-49 and Jericho Road
Main Road (CR-555), Lincoln
Ave (CR-655), and NJ-55
E Chestnut Avenue and S
Valley Avenue

Vineland City/
Cumberland
Buena Vista Township/
Atlantic

Function
Function
Function
Function
Function

Intersection
Design

Function
Function
Function
Function
Function

NJ-47, G Street, and Foundry
Street

Buena Borough/ Atlantic

Buena Borough/ Atlantic
Buena Borough/ Atlantic
Folsom Borough/
Atlantic
Millville City/
Cumberland
Millville City/
Cumberland

Comment
south bound left turn signal phase but no left turn lane - if
1st car not turning, no movement
safety issue - big jog to intersection (doesn't show on map)
jogged intersection
high accident intersection which provides access to multiple
industrial parks (trucks an issue)
safety issue - too close intersections
4 way stop needed - dangerous intersection
Unsafe movement for cars coming out of this shopping plaza
and going left onto Main Road. Maybe widen Main Road, or
add a traffic light?
Rt 49 and Jericho Rd - Dangerous Intersection
Rt 49 and Marlboro Rd - dangerous intersection (several
roads intersect here)
Dangerous intersection - currently a 2 way stop
Dangerous intersection
This is a very dangerous intersection. Speeds are too high,
visibility is low, would be a great place for a roundabout.
Terrible intersection - poor alignment results in huge wait
times for this strange signal. Would be a great place for a
roundabout.
Intersection of 2nd Street (NJ-47), G Street, and Foundry
Street: The offset alignment of Foundry and G Streets, along
with the absence of turning lanes, lead to a number of safety
and operational issues at this intersection:
1. Long left turn queues - Southbound left turns from NJ-47
onto G Street have no turning lane, and must partially
block the intersection while waiting to turn. These
vehicles pull forward while waiting to turn, and can't see
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Category

Type
Function

Location
NJ-47, G Street, and Foundry
Street

Municipality/County
Millville City/
Cumberland

Function

Main Road (CR-555), Lincoln
Ave (CR-655), and NJ-55

Vineland City/
Cumberland

Intersection
Design

Comment
any traffic signal heads. Left-turning vehicles must also
wait on the railroad tracks, which are still used by trains.
The left-turn queues routinely do not clear in one cycle
of the traffic signal.
2. Offset of Foundry and G Street - The large offset causes
split-phasing of the signal (that is, Foundry and G Street
cannot proceed at the same time). This causes very long
cycle lengths, and increased delay on all approaches.
3. Lack of vehicle detection - there are no functional loops
or cameras at this intersection. As a result, there is a
great deal of wasted green time, particularly on the
Foundry approach.
4. Conflicting left turns - Because there are no left turn
lanes, northbound and southbound left turns off of NJ47 proceed at the same time. However, due to the offset
of Foundry and G Streets, when two vehicles need to
make left turns at the same time (one northbound onto
Foundry and one southbound onto G Street), their
turning paths overlap and they risk collision. The
intersection is too small to accommodate north- and
south-bound left turns at the same time.
5. Rail crossing - despite high traffic volume on NJ-47, there
are no gate arms to protect the crossing.
6. Channelized rights - The channelized right turn from NJ47 onto G Street conflicts with southbound left turns
from NJ-47 onto G Street. These turns proceed at the
same time, but there is only one receiving lane on G
Street. Because there is only one lane to receive two
conflicting turning movements, a conflict point is
created.
Intersection of Main Road (CR-555) and Lincoln Ave (CR-655),
and Junction of NJ-55: Poor sight distance makes several
maneuvers difficult:
1. Left turns from Lincoln Ave onto Main Road. There is
very short sight distance in both directions. Cars travel
very quickly on Main Road, and even faster when exiting
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Category

Type
Function

Location
Main Road (CR-555), Lincoln
Ave (CR-655), and NJ-55

Municipality/County
Vineland City/
Cumberland

Function

Main Road and NJ-55

Millville City/
Cumberland

Function

US-40 and River Road

Egg Harbor Township/
Atlantic

Function

Main Street, US-40, and River
Road

Cape May City/
Cape May

Intersection
Design

Comment
NJ-55 onto northbound Main Road. Left turns off of
Lincoln Ave feel very unsafe, and during peak periods
there is a very long left turn queue. Tractor trailers using
the Riggins truck stop at this location have much more
trouble making left turns (either the left turn out of
Riggins, or off of Lincoln Ave). Trucks commonly must cut
off cars traveling on Main Road in order to turn.
2. Exiting off of NJ-55 onto Main Road northbound. There is
very little sight distance when looking back onto Main
Road, to see if it is safe to merge onto Main Road. There
is a very short merging lane, and it is unsafe to stop and
look over your shoulder at the merge, because vehicles
exit off of NJ-55 traveling very quickly.
Intersection of Main Road and NJ-55 southbound off-ramps:
When exiting NJ-55, there are separate left and right turn
channels onto Main Road. The left turn onto Main Road has
very short sight distance. Cars travel quickly on Main Road,
making left turns off of NJ-55 very difficult. Often, there are
long queues waiting to make the left turn onto Main Road.
Tractor trailers have tremendous difficulty making this turn,
and often need to cut off cars traveling on Main Road.
Intersection of US-40 and River Road: Most vehicles traveling
east- and west-bound on US-40 will briefly use River Road as
a shortcut to avoid traveling through downtown Mays
Landing. As a result, there are commonly long queues waiting
to turn left from River Road onto US-40. Often, these queues
do not clear in one cycle of the signal. The turning radii on all
turns are very tight, especially on right turns from US-40 onto
River Road.
Intersection of Main Street, US-40, and River Road: Unusual
intersection geometry is confusing to travelers, and creates a
number of conflict points. For example, the through traffic on
Main Street is channelized (on the northern side of the
intersection) to avoid the traffic signal. As a result, vehicles
turning left from River Road onto Main Street conflict with
the through traffic on main street. Similarly, on the southern
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Category

Intersection
Design

Type
Function

Location
Main Street, US-40, and River
Road

Municipality/County
Cape May City/
Cape May

Function

Delsea Drive (NJ-47) and NJ55 southbound off-ramp

Wildwood Crest
Borough/ Cape May

Function

3rd Street and Wheaton Ave

Stone Harbor Borough/
Cape May

Function

Fordville Road and NJ-49

Function

Hennis Road and NJ-55

Fairfield Township/
Cumberland
Fairfield Township/
Cumberland

Function

Delsea Drive (NJ-47) and
Hennis Road

Bridgeton City/
Cumberland

Comment
side, channelized through movement on River Road conflict
with vehicles traveling from Main Street to River Road,
creating a conflict point. At this conflict point, there is a sign
that says "Yield Left", which may be confusing to drivers.
Long queues form at the traffic signal during peak periods.
Intersection of Delsea Drive (NJ-47) and the NJ-55
southbound off-ramp: This location is a dangerous "weave"
maneuver. Traffic leaving NJ-55 southbound must merge left
into the Delsea Drive through lanes. At the same time, Delsea
Drive travelers entering the ShopRite/Target shopping center
must merge left into the left-turn lane. These two
movements are in conflict, and traffic must "weave" left and
right as drivers change lanes. Drivers have a very short lane
in which to perform the lane changes. High traffic volumes
on Delsea Drive and on the NJ-55 off-ramp make this
maneuver very difficult and dangerous.
Intersection of 3rd Street and Wheaton Ave: This intersection
is extremely skewed. Vehicles traveling southbound on
Wheaton Ave meet 3rd street at a very sharp angle. Sight
distance is poor, and it is difficult for drivers to observe
southbound traffic on 3rd Street while waiting for a gap to
make their turn.
Need caution light at intersection of 49 and Fordville Rd
Intersection of Hennis Road and NJ-55 northbound off-ramp:
The cycle length on this traffic signal is unnecessarily long,
creating long delays for vehicles exiting NJ-55. Vehicles
turning left onto Hennis Road (to travel to Delsea Drive)
experience long delays, even when no conflicting throughtraffic is present on Hennis Road. A shorter cycle length,
along with vehicle detection, may greatly reduce wait times
here.
Intersection of Delsea Drive and Hennis Road: Long left-turn
queues are commonly present on Hennis Road. There are
two left-turn lanes, and the queues sometimes back up to
the signal at Hennis and the NJ-55 northbound off-ramp.
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Category

Intersection
Design

Improvement

Type
Function

Location
Delsea Drive (NJ-47) and
Hennis Road

Municipality/County
Bridgeton City/
Cumberland

Comment
Vehicles exiting NJ-55 and vehicles exiting the Mall form the
queues. The left-turn queues are very frequently not cleared
within one cycle of the signal. Vehicle detection cameras
observing the Hennis queues and allocating more green time
to the left turns (when needed) may greatly improve the
operation of this intersection.
Intersection of Union Crossing and Delsea Drive (NJ-47): This
intersection serves several large shopping centers, including
ShopRite, Walmart, Target, Hobby Lobby, Staples, and many
other stores. Long queues on both the east- and west-bound
approaches are typically not cleared within one cycle of the
signal. Phasing at the signal is split-phase; eastbound traffic
(leaving ShopRite and Target) and westbound traffic (leaving
Walmart) do not proceed at the same time. The split-phasing
necessitates a long cycle length, and causes long delays on all
approaches. The installation of vehicle detection cameras
may allow the signal to allocate green time more efficiently
poor road conditions, pot holes

Function

Delsea Drive (NJ-47) and
Union Crossing

Quinton Township/
Salem

Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition

Church Road and South
Railroad Avenue
W Landis Ave and Orchard
Road
NJ-47

Atlantic City/ Atlantic
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Ocean City/ Cape May

big dip in pavement

Fairfield Township (General
Comment)

Middle Township/
Cape May

Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition

Spruce Street and Garfield
Avenue
Fairfield Township (General
Comment)
Vineland City (General
Comment)
Vineland City (General
Comment)
Pilesgrove Township (General
Comment)

Lower Township/ Cape
May
Lower Township/ Cape
May
Cape May City/
Cape May
Fairfield Township/
Cumberland
Fairfield Township/
Cumberland

General Comment: there are many pot holes on roads in the
Fairfield-Bridgeton area and dangerous intersections that
could benefit from a 4-way stop or stop light
Huge pot hole

Roads need repaving around Rt. 47

General Comment: lots of pot holes and sinkholes in area
General Comment: many potholes and roads needing
repaved in Vineland.
General Comment: there are many pot holes in Vineland
General Comment: pot holes seem to be numerous in our
area
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Category

Improvement

Type
Pavement
Condition
Pavement
Condition
Traffic Signal
Synchronization
Lighting
Lighting
Transit Operation

Roadway
Design

Function
Function
Pedestrian/Transit
Pedestrian
Pedestrian
Transit

Access

Vehicle

Location
N Delsea Drive and W Park
Avenue
Atlantic City (General
Comment)
Atlantic City (General
Comment)
NJ-55 and NJ-47
Vineland City (General
Comment)
Millville City

Municipality/County
Fairfield Township/
Cumberland
Fairfield Township/
Cumberland
Quinton Township/
Salem
Sea Isle City/Cape May
Avalon Borough/
Cape May
Quinton Township/
Salem

157 Lummis Mill Road
Main Street and Back Neck
Road
W Chestnut Avenue and 2nd
Street
Salem County (General
Comment)
Salem County (General
Comment)
E Weymouth Road and South
Boulevard
Egg Harbor Township

Fairfield Township
Stow Creek Township
Shiloh Borough/
Cumberland
Fairfield Township/
Cumberland
Bridgeton City/
Cumberland
Bridgeton City/
Cumberland
Vineland City/
Cumberland
Ocean City

Transit
Parking

Atlantic City

Construction
Congestion

US-322 and NJ-55

Lower Township/ Cape
May

Vehicle
Economic

SJTPO Region

Millville City/
Cumberland

Comment
The roadway at the intersection is so rough that it causes it
to back-up in all directions.
General Comment: Potholes throughout Atlantic City
Traffic lights in Atlantic City not favorable. Maybe traffic
controlled would be the answer.
More lights along NJ-55 and NJ-47 (Delsea Drive).
General Comment: Need better lighting. Empty parking lots
are unsafe at night.
General comment: Bus drivers unsafe. They talk on cell
phones when driving and ask passengers too many personal
questions.
Dangerous curve - has been a fatality here
Dangerous curve
Long walks to get to Bus station.
General Comment: inadequate pedestrian facilities in Salem
County
General Comment: inadequate pedestrian facilities in Salem
County
Able to take public transit from Buena to Vineland.
General Comment: No alternative routes to GSP
General Comment: When people arrive in AC by car, parking
rates are too high. Many locals do not participate in
restaurant week because they do not want to pay casino
garage rates. These increased prices also will hurt the outlets
because nobody wants to pay so much to park just to shop.
Jitneys to Ventnor may help
Bridge at 322 and 54 has been under construction for over 3
years. Currently causing traffic problems. Was closed when
it snow and was down to one lane.
General Comment: This is not in your region, but the fact
that it is so difficult to access South Jersey from the Turnpike
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Category
Access

Type
Development
Economic
Development

Location
108 Buena Vista Avenue

Municipality/County
Vineland City/
Cumberland

Comment
is a huge hit to the economy of the region.
Create more business, supermarket, etc.
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ROUND ONE OUTREACH EVENTS
Glasstown Arts District - Third Friday | Millville City (Cumberland County)
January 15, 2016, 6pm – 9pm
North High Street & Sassafras Street,
Millville, New Jersey 08332

Spanish Community Center – Health Fair | Buena Borough (Atlantic County)
February 10, 2016, 1:30pm – 4:30pm
303 Sumner Street,
Landisville, New Jersey 08326

Mid-Atlantic Centers for Arts and Humanities – Crafts and Collectibles in Winter | Cape May City (Cape
May County)

February 13, 2016, 10am – 4pm
Cape May Convention Hall,
714 Beach Avenue,
Cape May, New Jersey 08204

Nanticoke Lenni Lenape Tribal Council and Tribal Citizens Meetings | Bridgeton City (Cumberland
County)
February 20, 6:30pm – 9:30pm
Cohanzick Zoo,
45 Mayor Aitken Drive,
Bridgeton, New Jersey 08302

Vineland Public Library | Vineland City (Cumberland County)

February 22, 2016, 3pm – 5pm
1058 East Landis Avenue,
Vineland, New Jersey 08360
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YMCA of Vineland | Vineland City (Cumberland County)

February 22, 2016, 5pm – 7pm
1159 East Landis Avenue,
Vineland, New Jersey 08360

Salem County Science Fair | Carneys Point (Salem County)

February 26, 2016, 4pm – 7pm
Davidow Hall,
460 Hollywood Avenue,
Carneys Point, New Jersey 08069

African American Heritage Museum of Southern New Jersey – Second Friday | Atlantic City (Atlantic
County)

March 11, 2016, 6pm – 8pm
Noyes Art Garage,
2200 Fairmount Avenue,
Atlantic City, New Jersey 08401
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Photos from Pop-Up Events

Glasstown Arts District - Third Friday

Glasstown Arts District - Third Friday
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Spanish Community Center – Health Fair

Mid-Atlantic Centers for Arts and Humanities – Crafts and Collectibles

ROUND TWO OUTREACH EVENTS
Vineland City Hall

Tuesday, May 31, 2016. 6:30pm
Will be discussed as a part of the SJTPO Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting
640 East Wood Street, Second Floor Caucus Room
Vineland, NJ 08360

Bridgeton Free Public Library Cumberland

Wednesday, June 1, 2016. 6 – 7:30pm
150 East Commerce Street
Bridgeton, NJ 08302
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Ware Agricultural Office Complex Salem
Thursday, June 2, 2016. 6 – 7:30pm
51 Cheney Road
Woodstown, NJ 08098

Lower Township Branch of the Cape May County Library

Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 6 – 7:30pm
2600 Bayshore Road
Villas, NJ 08251

Egg Harbor Township Branch of the Atlantic County Public Library

Tuesday, June 14, 2016. 6 – 7:30pm
1 Swift Avenue
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
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PUBLIC MEETING QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
Note: Q=Question, C=Comment, A=Answer1

Vineland City Hall (Cumberland County) – Tuesday, May 31, 2016
Questions (Q) and Comments (C)
1.1

Q: And this is the latest version/update of a planning process that has been going on for years?
A: Yes. The planning process is an ongoing, continuous process that is constantly evolving. While the transportation system consisting
of the roadways and railroads remains largely the same over the years, SJTPO and its planning partners are continually accumulating
new data, doing new studies, and acquiring additional information. The process culminates in the production of the long-range
regional transportation plan, which establishes the region’s long-term vision and goals for the regional transportation system and
must go out at least 20 years. The Plan also contains projects and strategies that are intended to help achieve this vision.
Transportation Matters: A Plan for South Jersey is the latest update, and goes to 2040, a time span of 24 years. By law, SJTPO has to
update its long-range plan every four years.

1.2

Q: Do you have anything with the Complete Streets in the Plan? Any applications of that Federal funding coming through?
A: Chapter 4, Section 2—Bicycle and Pedestrian system, of Transportation Matters has a section on “Complete Streets.” We don’t have
a “Complete Streets” goal or funding source in the Plan. We have programs like the “Safe Routes to School” and “Transportation
Alternatives,” for which we assist NJDOT in the project selection.

2.

Q: Did you work with the Cross-County Connection or driveless.com? They might have some more feedback on Complete Streets
philosophy, etc.
A: Much of the bikeway information initially came from them. We have worked with them and plan to continue to work more with
them.

3.

Q: I only see a little bit here about bicycle/pedestrians
A: Chapter 4-Section 2 of Transportation Matters, which goes for 14 pages, is all about bicycles and pedestrians. Further, one of our
strategies in Transportation Matters is to evaluate all transportation projects that receive funding through the SJTPO process for
their inclusion of complete streets elements, including bicycle, pedestrian, and transit accommodation.

4.

Q: Did you talk about increasing the Federal funding for (all) projects?

1

All answers from SJTPO unless otherwise indicated.
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A: A lack of funding is definitely an issue of concern for us, and we do call it out in the Plan, particularly in the Financial chapter. More
detail about how SJTPO’s Federal apportionment is determined is below (Lower Township Meeting—June 8, comment 2).
5.

C: It took almost 10 years to get money for the Route 40/45 project in Woodstown. This infrastructure needs to be done. The trucks
are killing the roads.
A: Your comment is duly noted.

6.

Q: Who did these numbers?
A: We hired an outside consultant. They developed a population and employment model. They looked at mortality rates, migration
rates, etc., in developing population. For employment, they developed a baseline from employment statistics generated from the
Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of Labor Statistics, and reviewed pre- and post-recession growth rates to generate
forecasts. The team also paid particular attention to the impact of casino closures on the overall regional economy. Appendix C of
Transportation Matters contains a detailed methodology report, which goes into more detail on how the numbers were created.

7.

Q: Haven’t the counties already done this?
A: Our needs are unique because we have to go out at least 20 years. These numbers were vetted through the counties and our
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

8.

Q: Are these (demographic projections) for year-round residents?
A: Yes. These are just permanent residents.

9.

C: These numbers seem to be in line with the county Census reports.

10.

Q: I question the validity of the forecasts. How can you prove (them)?
A: You can’t. These projections are based on the best available information. You can judge the validity of their approach and their
assumptions.

12.1.

C: The retail and industrial sectors are both going down.

12.2.

C: There used to be many more airports than there are now.

13.

Q: For off-road bike facilities, are you talking about, for instance, the (unused) railway bed in Hamilton Township?
A: Yes and no. While Rails-to-Trails is a strategy identified in Transportation Matters, there are no specific strategies for the rail-bed in
Hamilton Township.

14.

Q: For the on-road facilities, would these include bicycle paths or designations?
A: A lot of the ones in Cumberland County are “bikeways,” which are just shoulders on highways. A lot of times they are not even
marked. Some of these facilities may include bike lanes.

15.

C: I went to the Cross-County Connection Complete Streets seminar, and they specifically identified that Salem County does not
have any “Complete Streets” projects.
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A: Woodstown Borough in Salem County recently enacted a “Complete Streets Policy.” See http://njbikeped.org/complete-streets-2/
for a complete list.
16.

Q: What is Complete Streets? Is it a Federal program?
A: Yes. When [NJDOT or a municipality] constructs or does a repaving project, it must accommodate not just automobiles, but also
bicyclists and pedestrians. See www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/ for a more complete description.

17.

Q: Do we have requirements to meet Complete Streets?
A: The State has a statewide policy. While NJDOT has a Complete Streets Policy (see web link above) which would be applicable to
projects along a State Highway, the four counties within the SJTPO region do not have their own policy for their roadways. You can
refer to the link below that provides a list of jurisdictions in the State of New Jersey who have enacted resolutions in support of
Complete Streets. According to the website, the list is current as of May 11, 2016. There are several municipalities that have a
Complete Streets Policy. http://njbikeped.org/complete-streets-2/. It should also be noted that while only very few jurisdictions in
the region have adopted a Complete Streets Policy that does not mean the others do not consider all roadway users in their roadway
improvements.

18.

C: Pleasantville is a Complete Streets city. Being designated a “Complete Streets” city can help a municipality get additional State
and Federal funding for local improvements such as curbs, signage, crosswalks, etc. The municipality applies for the grant, and is
awarded points based on [how much of their existing streets are complete.] With Complete Streets funding, a municipality can do
sidewalks, curves, bike lanes, alignments, etc.

19.

Q: Is Complete Streets something the SJTPO could be involved with?
A: Complete Streets is not a funding program that is administered by SJTPO. Generally, municipalities apply directly for these funds.
The State has been involved in getting a lot of local bike and pedestrian plans done within our region. There is a list in Chapter 4,
Section 2-Bicycle and Pedestrian System, in Transportation Matters.

20.

C: The (freight) rail line coming through Cape May County is obsolete. But there is still the right-of-way currently owned by the Cape
May County Seashore Line Railroad, a private company. There is a study by the State with Federal funding to build a light rail line
from Camden to Glassboro, which uses the old freight existing ROWs.
A: The Camden-Glassboro Line is referenced in Chapter 4-Section 4. Public Transportation of TM. SJTPO has been part of the Steering
Committee for that project. It is not yet determined how passenger rail service would interact with the present freight operations in
this corridor. It would not use the Cape May County Seashore Line ROW.

21.

Q: Are the environmental constraints (for any project) from the State, Federal, or both?
A: These are all State regulations. Development is controlled by authorities, such as the Pinelands Commission.

22.

Q: What is the difference between “environmentally sensitive” and “environmental constraints”?
A: We are using “environmental constraints” because we are talking about it from the perspective of trying to get a transportation
project through. For example, the “Pinelands” is referred to as an environmental constraint because it is very difficult to build a road
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or anything else there. Similarly, it is difficult to build in an area covered by CAFRA (Coastal Area Facility Review Act), regulations, so
it is also a constraint. “Environmentally sensitive” areas refer more to a physical description of what is on the ground, and from an
environmental perspective, refer to areas that should be preserved and not impacted.
23.

C: Salem County hardly has anything on the eastern side, and 94% of Salem County is environmentally-sensitive and it has quite a bit
of farmland preservation, so you will not be able to build any kind of a transportation system through that part of the county.

24.

C: It is very difficult to get anything through the Pinelands Commission.

25.

Q: For Issue #1 (Region’s share of state transportation dollars lower than share of state population), is that based on year-round
residents?
A: Yes.

26.1.

C: We may have low year-round residents, but when we get to the season, we build up to 200,000 to 500,000 people coming into
this area, and they use the same roads as the year-round residents. Also, if you look at roads per person, we would be much
higher than north Jersey. We should get a much bigger cut of the budget. Because of the region’s dispersed development pattern,
our [vehicle-miles traveled] per person is probably much higher than other parts of the state, resulting in greater needs.

26.2.

C: Many people that come into the region during the summer are coming from those areas that get a disproportionately higher
share of the funding, which hurts the region economically. There is a need for this region to take care of its roads based largely on
out-of-region, and out-of-state traffic.

Bridgeton Free Public Library (Cumberland County) – Wednesday, June 1
Questions (Q) and Comments (C)
1.

Q: Is walking addressed in the plan?
A: Yes. See Chapter 4, Section 2. Bicycle and Pedestrian System.

2.

Q: What industries are included in the “Other” employment category?
A: The consultant for our demographic study (CGR) utilized the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS). The major
categories are Industrial, Retail, Office, and Other. The Other category consists of all employment not included in Industrial, Retail,
or Office. See Appendix C, Demographic Forecasts, for a detailed listing of the employment included in the Industrial, Retail, and
Office categories.

3.

Q: Why does the plan project such a significant population decline for Cape May County?
A: Analysis was performed for each county based on the historical behavior of each age group (cohorts) with respect to fertility,
mortality, and net migration pattern. Cape May is expected to have relatively low fertility, high mortality, and low net in-migration
for the Plan time frame (2016-2040).
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4.

Q: Do the employment projections estimate the percentage of the workforce that will be employed in 2040?
A: The employment and population is projected. Workforce is that portion of the population that meets certain criteria. These criteria
include age, capability of employment, currently employed or seeking employment. Existing labor force participation rates are listed
in Appendix C.1 as part of the Demographic Projections Methodology Report. Labor force projections were used in the calculation
of projected employment, which can be construed as labor demand. Once the population projections were done, they were used to
derive employment projections through the computation of labor supply. The Demographic Projections Methodology Report
contains more details on the methodology behind the calculation of population and employment projections.

5.

Q: Has there been any consideration of reutilizing abandoned rail lines in the region for commuter rail service?
A: There is not any consideration of reactivating or reutilizing a specific line in Transportation Matters, but there are recommendations
to reactivate abandoned rail lines. A feasibility study would have to be performed, and if the concept passed this phase, more
detailed design and construction plans would have to be prepared. The region’s low population density may not yield sufficient
ridership to support a rail service, and the high costs of constructing and operating rail service would likely make this option a
challenge.

6.

Q: Do the 2040 scenarios look at disruptive technology, such as self-driving or autonomous vehicles?
A: The Transportation Matters scenarios do not specifically address the above-mentioned technology. The impact of much of this
technology is uncertain. However, Transportation Matters does recommend the use of Intelligent Transportation Systems, as part of
Appendix D-the Congestion Management Activity Process Report. These systems will be charged with incorporating many of these
future technologies.

Additional Comments
7.

C: Providing a transit connection between Bridgeton and Salem County would be beneficial to residents of region.
A: This issue was mentioned during the Human Service Transportation Plan (HSTP) discussion, specifically the Cumberland County HSTP
document. The Community Input section (Section III) contained a related survey question: “Need for Public Transportation Outside
the County in Which You Live” (page III-16). There were 137 respondents to this survey question and eight of the 137 respondents
indicated a need for public transportation into Salem County. Although this is not a high number, the HSTP Implementation Plan
(Section IX) does address the issue. Section IX, page 2 contains the recommendation for service between the northwestern quarter
of Salem County (Penns Grove) and Bridgeton in Cumberland County.

8.

C: Route 49 is one of the most problematic roads in the region, as it experiences significant congestion from shore traffic.
A: Congestion issues are prioritized as part of the SJTPO Congestion Management Process (CMP). See the SJTPO CMP Activity Report,
which is Appendix D of Transportation Matters. For this particular report, Route 49 did not make it into our list of most congested
locations, but that certainly does not mean it is not congested. Analysis is conducted on a continuous basis, using available tools
such as the Vehicle Probe Project. These tools allow us to scan for congestion locations at different times of the day, week, and year.
We will pay special attention to Route 49 during the summer season.
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9.

C: There has been observed increases in truck traffic and hauling in Cumberland County, and many road and intersections in the
region were not designed to accommodate trucks.
A: Freight is a focus area for the new federal transportation legislation (FAST Act). Studying the actual freight travel through the region
and how this can best be managed and addressed could be a future SJTPO Technical study.

10.

C: For the region to attract more employers, it is crucial to be able to get people to jobs and provide businesses with access to major
roadways. Millville and Vineland are more successful at this than Bridgeton due to their location on Route 55.
A: New highways are not likely due to fiscal and environmental constraints. However, SJTPO does emphasize the need for the
transportation network to support the economy. This will be done by maximizing the capabilities of our present network. The
Human Service Transportation Plans do address employment access issues in our region for certain populations.

11.

C: The region needs to do more to capitalize on its strategic geographic position.
A: SJTPO applied for participation in the national maritime highway program. This recognizes our potential for increased port activity
that would better relieve the highways of some freight traffic.

12.

C: While Uber and Lyft currently do not exist in the region, it would be interesting if future updates of the plan considered the
presence of these services in South Jersey and their potential impacts on the transportation system.
A: While perhaps not as prevalent as in more urban areas, Uber is available within the SJTPO region. These services will be incorporated
in future studies (HSTP, etc.) and plans. A potential benefit of these services may be to extend the reach of transit by providing first
mile/last mile access to and from transit stations and bus stops.

13.

C: Self-driving or autonomous vehicles could change the way we get around the region. We may need fewer cars if entire
communities were able to share vehicles. Future updates of Transportation Matters should consider emerging modes of travel
such as these.
A: These technologies will be incorporated in future studies (HSTP, CMP, etc.) and plans.

Ware Agricultural Office Complex (Salem County) – Thursday, June 2
Questions (Q) and Comments (C)
1.

Q: How are patrons of Salem County Specialized Transportation Service supposed to travel to destinations outside of the program’s
established service area?
A: See the 2015 Salem County Human Service Transportation Plan Document, Chapter IX (Implementation Plan). This issue is addressed
beginning on page IX-1 (Proposed Services).

2.

Q: How can human service transportation providers better coordinate with each other?
A: See the 2015 Salem County Human Service Transportation Plan Document, Chapter IX (Implementation Plan). This issue is addressed
beginning on page IX-6 (Coordination Strategies).
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Comments
3.

C: Including paved shoulders on roadways would enhance safety for residents of the region, particularly for those without vehicles.
A: SJTPO has an extensive data-driven approach to identifying and prioritizing safety issues. (www.sjtpo.org/HSIP.html). Widening
roads is rarely feasible in light of our region’s other goals including fiscal constraint and environmental protection.

4.

C: There should be better transit connections between Cumberland County and Salem County. There is currently no direct bus route
linking them. You have to take a bus to Gloucester or Camden County and transfer in order to travel between the two counties.
A: SJTPO has presented this issue to NJ TRANSIT. NJ TRANSIT has authority over the transit routes. At one point, there was service
connecting Salem City and Bridgeton. This was discontinued due to lack of use.

5.

C: Moving the State Building to Bridgeton has created a challenge for residents of Salem County. Many residents that visit this
facility are welfare recipients and do not drive. There are also no direct bus routes from Salem County to Bridgeton. Salem County
Specialized Transportation Service provides trips to the State Building, but by the time we are able to pick up passengers and drop
them off there, the lines are very long.
A: We will utilize this information when identifying issues in future HSTPs. The Salem HSTP, Section II, page 9 includes a table that
identifies a few organizations that transport clients to social services. One of those organizations is the Salem County Office on Aging
(SCOA). Section II, page 11 provides narrative related to SCOA: “This agency offers transportation for any Salem County resident age
60 and over, resident living in a rural area, veteran, or disabled citizen. The service consists of demand-responsive service in Salem
and Cumberland County. Transportation is provided for all trip purposes within Salem County and to Cumberland County, and for
medical purposes only to Gloucester County, Pennsylvania, and Delaware.”

6.

C: The lack of funding that the region receives is an issue, particularly for human services transportation. The human services
transportation program in Salem County has been scaled back over the years due to the shortage in Senior and Disabled Resident
Transportation Assistance Act (Casino funds).

7.

C: Public transportation is crucial in places like Salem County, where communities are spread out and traveling without a vehicle is
impractical.
A. Though there is currently no funding available for expansion of existing or new transit services, NJ TRANSIT would be supportive of a
study to determine the market demand and feasibility of new transit service in this area. Any such study must include estimation of
the capital and operating costs for providing and sustaining the service.

Lower Township Branch Library (Cape May County) – Wednesday, June 8
Questions
1.

Q: Is road widening included in the plan?
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A: There is no road widening in the Plan. The federal directives and our goals (efficiency and environment) guide us to maximize the
efficiency of our present network and to add capacity as a very last resort. Our funds focus on maintaining our present infrastructure
and improving that infrastructure’s performance with non-capacity improvements such as signal upgrades.
2.

Q: Why is there less overall funding in southern New Jersey?
A: Funds are allocated to the States by the FHWA / FTA and State funding is allocated by the NJ Legislature from the Transportation
Trust Fund. NJDOT allocates the federal and state funding to the MPOs. Some funds are to be used for NJDOT-led projects and
programs; some are for local lead projects. The allocation inside of NJ is determined based on need, population, road miles, and the
vehicle-miles traveled on the roadways.

3.

Q: Why are there no new roads for Salem, Cumberland, and Cape May counties?
A: At the present time, due to limited federal and state funding, NJDOT is concentrating on maintaining the roadway and bridge
infrastructure in New Jersey and there are no new roadways planned for the next several years.

4.

Q: Why does the plan project such a significant population decline for Cape May County?
A: The Plan is incorporating the Demographic forecast found in Appendix C. This forecast incorporated the historical trends for various
age groups (cohorts) in each county. The trends studied were fertility rates, mortality rates, and net migration. The behavior of these
age groups were projected into the future based on their history. In the case of Cape May, there was no reason to see a change in
the relatively high mortality rates, low fertility rates, and low net migration for the Plan horizon period.

5.

Q: Is there a plan for SJTPO to expand its mission and focus more on advocacy and lobbying for additional funding for the region?
A: The mission of the SJTPO is determined by the Policy Board, the guidelines for MPOs set by the Federal government, and the
missions of our member agencies. There are no plans to change the SJTPO mission at this time. By Federal law, MPOs such as SJTPO
are prohibited from advocating or lobbying for Federal funds.

6.

Q: How come the SJTPO region does not receive as much funding as other parts of New Jersey?
A: See funding allocation response (#2) above.

7.

Q: How come the Mullica Hill bypass was constructed, but not projects in the South Jersey region? Why does it take so long to get
new projects done? Mullica Hill bypass was done in (six months) and it was not in any plans.
A: When using federal and state funds the state must follow all the environmental rules, which can add substantial time in the
development, design, and construction of a roadway project. If a project requires right-of-way, much more time is needed. Generally
speaking the SJTPO and the County Engineers in our region select simple repaving projects within the existing right-of-way that can
be completed between one and two years. The more complex the project is, the longer it will take to construct.

8.

Q: What is the remaining $75,000 in the Unified Planning Work Program earmarked for? What types of projects could be funded?
A: All funds are accounted for in the SJTPO UPWP. The UPWP funds the activities of the SJTPO staff, some planning-related work by our
counties and consultants, and consultant-led planning technical studies that may lead to projects. All project funding is listed in the
SJTPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).
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9.

Q: Does the projected population increase for Atlantic County take into account the loss of casinos in Atlantic City?
A: Yes, the study took into account the losses through 2015; it also projected some losses in the next several years. See the
demographic study, which is Appendix C. The yearly Atlantic County population increases are projected at less than one percent per
year (0.57%).

10.

Q: How is the seasonal population modeled in the in the plan estimates?
A: This estimate of seasonal population and employment was conducted as part of the Demographic study (Appendix C). Among the
steps taken by the consultant to arrive at this seasonal forecast were interviews of the region’s tourism professionals. Other
information collected included visitors to campgrounds and hotels, and estimates of seasonal employment. Prior studies gathered
utility information. The modeled scenario exercises for this plan utilized the year-round demographics information only. Possible
future scenarios may include a seasonal scenario to determine the seasonal population’s impact on our transportation network’s
performance.

11.

Q: Does the amount of unfunded projects include Route 55 planning?
A: The Route 55 expansion is not among the funded projects in the Plan (Transportation Matters) or the FY 2016-2025 SJTPO TIP. The
Route 55 expansion was listed as a critical need; all critical needs are unfunded at this point. However, the cost estimates for
unfunded critical needs that are found in Transportation Matters, Chapter 4-Issues and Needs, does not include the Route 55
expansion: “In addition to projects identified in the TIP, there remains over $660 million in critical needs projects, largely related to
maintenance, along roadways and bridges throughout the region that have no identified funding source.”

12.

Q: There used to be a transit connection between Bridgeton and Atlantic City in the 1970s; why did it end and is now reappearing on
the project list?
A: NJ TRANSIT does provide bus service between Bridgeton and Atlantic City on Route 553 (Upper Deerfield-Atlantic City). Service is
provided frequently, 24/7, and it is one of the highest ridership lines in South Jersey. Cumberland County furnished the current
listing of express service as a wish list item (as opposed to a critical need). If this service is considered, a feasibility study would likely
need to be conducted in order to determine the market demand for the proposed service, as well as the capital and operating costs
for providing and sustaining the service.

13.

Q: Do the planning scenarios include future land use and zoning changes?
A: The planning scenarios assume no changes to land uses or zoning. Additional scenarios could be developed if material changes to
land use are anticipated.

14.

Q: Why were the three bridges in the planning scenario selected?
A: These three bridges were selected by SJTPO team members, and based on bridge conditions, road volume, and consultation with
Atlantic and Cape May counties. This scenario does not reflect a choice to close those bridges; or that these are the most important
bridges within the region. We did, however, focus on bridges that connect the mainland to the barrier islands. But these three
simulated bridge closures were merely an exercise to see the impact of some vital bridges being closed. Time constraints limited the
scope of the exercise. Additional bridge closure scenarios may be performed in the future.
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15.

Q: Where do the projects listed in the plan come from? Who determines them?
A: The projects that constitute our fiscally constrained plan (and the SJTPO TIP) are the result of the SJTPO Project Selection Process.
See: (See: www.sjtpo.org/Documents/TIP/Project_Ranking_Process_Rev0514.pdf). The critical needs and wish list were presented to
SJTPO by the engineers of our planning partner agencies.

16.

Q: Why do the Atlantic County projects in the plan seem to be further along in planning than projects in other counties?
A: Atlantic County provided more detail on their critical needs that they submitted to us. We do not know if they are further along or
not.

17.

Q: Who is responsible for divvying up the funding to the three MPOs in New Jersey? How is regional share determined?
A: See funding allocation response (#2) above.

18.

Q: Do the comments collected here become available to decision makers?
A: Yes, they are incorporated into the plan. This plan is approved by our Policy Board. The Policy Board is made up of elected officials
and other decision makers from state agencies.

19.

Q: When we travel out-of-state (or region), we see new roads and bridges going up. Why are we not seeing new roads and bridges in
this area?
A: We are directed by the federal government as well as fiscal constraints to prioritize system management and operations strategies
before system expansion strategies. Most of our current funding goes toward system preservation and maintenance. In addition to
being more expensive, more road capacity can also have an impact on environmentally sensitive areas, such as the Pinelands, which
severely inhibits development and construction of new roads.

20.

Q: We have been told by the Cape May Engineer that we cannot replace any bridges. However, many bridges are obsolete.
A: We are currently paying off (for the next two years) the Grant Anticipation Revenue Vehicle (GARVEE) Bonds related to the RT 52
Bridge. It is the hope that once the Garvee Bond is paid off there will be funding available for bridge projects in the State of New
Jersey.

21.

Q: What about the roads under water in a storm? Why do you not have a scenario about that?
A: Chapter 6 Environment discusses SJTPO’s initiatives and related studies in the area of climate change and impacts on the
transportation system due to extreme weather events. Other studies; most notably, the Vulnerability and Risk Assessment of
Transportation Infrastructure, led by the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, have been done which focus primarily on
these types of scenarios.2 In addition, Atlantic and Cape May counties are doing studies of this nature. SJTPO will continue to
investigate the need for updated storm recovery plans and resiliency plans. Some of the critical need projects are related to roads or
bridges that are susceptible to flooding.

2

See: NJTPA Risk Assessment for the actual study.
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Comments
22.

C: While the population in Cape May County is projected to decline, that does not account for seasonal traffic in the summer for
visitors, and other semi-permanent residents who spend six months in New Jersey and six months in Florida.
A: The Demographic study found in Appendix C includes an estimate of seasonal population, employment, and visitors.

23.

C: A participant recommended reviewing a study conducted by the Sea Isle Taxpayers’ Association that identified costs for replacing
bridges in Sea Isle City; it would cost $1.00 per day per household. He encouraged SJTPO to review this study.
A: SJTPO requested a copy of this study from the Sea Isle Tax Payers’ Association, which was never published. For this plan
(Transportation Matters) SJTPO requested that the region’s county engineers provide a critical needs list (Appendix A.2). The Cape
May County list includes these two entries relevant to Sea Isle City:
• CN # 7-Replacement of the structurally deficient and functionally obsolete Ocean Drive (CR619) Bridge over Townsends Inlet is
estimated at approximately $75 million. The bridge spans between Avalon and Sea Isle City and negotiating the navigational
channel through the bridge is very challenging.
• CN # 20-Modifying the Sea Isle Boulevard (CR625) Bridge over Ludlam Thorofare between Dennis Township and Sea Isle City is
approximately $16 million.

24.

C: Beyond traffic considerations, completing Route 55 is about providing an evacuation route for Cape May County communities.
Many roads in the county already suffer from occasional flooding. In an emergency, these roads could be impassable.
A: This comment is duly noted. The NJ Route 55 Purpose & Needs Statement study is being conducted from April 2016 through June
2017. The need for an evacuation and/or flooding study will be considered by SJTPO.

25.

C: The Environmental Justice section needs more description.
A: This comment is duly noted and future reports will provide a link to the definitions. Our EJ Update (Appendix E) contains Section 1.1
Defining Communities of Concern. This provides a list of the disadvantaged populations that are directly from the US Census
website. The Census website provides information links to very detailed descriptions of each category. For example, this link
provides a definition for the category “Hispanic or Latino” population: www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/00.

26.

C: Participants recommended that SJTPO present the plan to civic associations, taxpayer associations, and other interested groups
so more people may be educated about the issues surrounding transportation funding and planning.
A: SJTPO will seriously consider this public outreach strategy.

27.

C: There needs to be a clarification in defining why some projects have design and construction costs assigned, and others are
estimates.
A: All the project information contained in Appendix A.2. (Critical Project Needs) was provided directly by the county and local
engineers. As per the response above, none of these projects are currently funded; some of the counties happened to give us more
detailed estimates.

28.

C: Certain sections of the plan should be proofread and edited.
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A: All sections will be proofread before the next draft is released.
29.

C: Participants noted that the planning process should include big ideas for the future, and not just address baseline issues and
funding predominantly for maintenance.
A: This point has been duly noted. We are required to present a fiscally constrained plan. The Plan may also contain a wish list.
However, even wish list items should be feasible given the financial and demographic backdrop. Some wish list items are contained
within the Critical Needs Project List--Appendix A.2).

30.

C: Insufficient and older bridges should be prioritized for funding. There are bridges in Sea Isle City that cannot support emergency
vehicles.
A: This is noted. We asked our agency engineers to prioritize their critical needs. Many of the critical need items are bridges (Appendix
A.2). Appendix G.1. The Performance Report contains a list which includes ratings, and a map of all the bridges within the SJTPO
region. The specific bridges in Sea Isle City in Transportation Matters are listed above and in Appendix A.2. Critical Project Needs. In
addition, SJTPO has access to NJDOT’s bridge management system, which contains a list of bridges and their condition. Evaluations
are performed on a systematic schedule by state bridge inspection experts.

31.

C: While summer traffic and population spikes are the greatest, planners should consider festivals and events that make some shore
communities year-round destinations.
A: This is noted. Given a limited scope, our current demographic study could not look specifically at visitors for major events. However,
the SJTPO congestion management process tools can evaluate network performance for any location, date, and time. This is
valuable for evaluating network performance related to special events (ex. Atlantic City Air Show).

32.

C: Route 55 should be done for safety reasons.
A: Extending Route 55 could be proposed for a number of reasons (safety, congestion, evacuation, etc.). However, the need for the
project would have to be determined by one of our management systems (Safety, Congestion Management, etc.,) and/or by a
special study (ex. Evacuation). SJTPO has an extensive data-driven approach to identifying and prioritizing safety issues.
(www.sjtpo.org/HSIP.html). The current congestion management priorities are identified in Appendix D. The Route 55 evacuation
issue was addressed in the 2035 SJTPO Regional Transportation Plan (2008). A model run determined that with an extension of
Route 55, an extra 10,300 vehicles could be evacuated from the region’s shore during a 24-hour period. 3

33.

C: Our area does not get the money that it should get based on seasonal population.
A: See funding allocation response above. Furthermore, the SJTPO makes a special effort to inform NJDOT of the demands placed on
our network due to seasonal factors. We will continue to do so. Future staff work plan may include model runs using the seasonal
demographic data. This would supplement the congestion management process tools utilized by SJTPO staff.

34.

C: The planned or past bridge projects seem to be focused in Ocean City and none for the rest of the county.

3

Available at www.sjtpo.org/Documents/RTP/2035/2035RTP_Full_Document.pdf.
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A: Our bridge management system contains a list of bridges and their condition. Evaluations are performed on a systematic schedule
by state bridge inspection experts. We asked our agency engineers to prioritize their critical needs. Many of the items on our critical
needs lists are bridges (Appendix A.2). As stated above, Appendix G.1., the 2040 RTP Performance Report also contains a list
including ratings, as well as a map of bridges within the region.
35.

C: The Ocean Drive Bridges needs replacing, see the Sea Isle City Study.
A: The region’s county engineers provided SJTPO a critical needs list (Appendix A) for the Plan. The Cape May County list includes this
entry relevant to Sea Isle City:
• CN # 7-Replacement of the structurally deficient and functionally obsolete Ocean Drive (CR619) Bridge over Townsends Inlet is
estimated at approximately $75 million. Many of the items identified on the critical need lists are for bridge rehabilitation,
refurbishing, and replacement.

36.

C: We need bridges replaced not refurbished. We are wasting money by constantly rehabbing bridges that need to be replaced.
A: This is noted. It is probable that the engineers take this into account when prescribing solutions.

37.

C: SJTPO should be thinking big. You should be getting an idea of all the needs in the region and what it would cost, and trying to get
funding.
A: SJTPO currently has a limited mission. Some parts of the country have MPOs (metropolitan planning organizations), while other
parts of the country may have (COGs) council of governments, or other regional planning organizations that may have a broader
mission. However, our (SJTPO’s) mission is limited to facilitating planning among our member agencies.

38.

Q: Who can change your mission? Can you change your mission?
A: The mission of SJTPO is up to the Policy Board of the SJTPO, and its member agencies, in consultation with the State and the US
Department of Transportation. There are no plans to change the SJTPO mission at this time. By Federal law, MPOs such as SJTPO are
prohibited from advocating or lobbying for Federal funds.

39.

C: Appendix A-11 needs proofreading. There are grammatical mistakes.
A: The next draft will be thoroughly proofread. See comment above.

40.

C: The Environmental Justice Section seems to only focus on Hispanics.
A: There are several different groups that comprise disadvantaged populations. Our EJ Update (Appendix E) contains Section 1.1
Defining Communities of Concern. This provides a list of the disadvantaged populations that are directly from the US Census
website. We choose eight characteristics to reflect the level of disadvantage for the community. These characteristics are based on
best practices.
• Poverty - Families in poverty;
• Female head of family households with no partner or husband present;
• Vehicle - Households with no vehicle;
• Disability - Non-institutionalized population with a disability;
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• Age - Elderly population (Ages 75 and over);
• Language - People aged 5 and over that have a primary language other than English and speak English less than well;
• Hispanic Population; and
• Non-Hispanic Minorities.
Hispanic population is one of several characteristics considered.
41.

C: Appendix A 19: It states that RT 49 was replaced (Check for accuracy of the statement.)
A: This was not found in the project list. There is one entry that uses both terms “RT 49” and “replace.” This is project number 15314,
Route 49, Bridge over Maurice River: “Initiated by the Bridge Management System, this project will replace the bridge.”

42.

C: The UPWP states that a certain amount is used (for this or that) and the remainder is used for projects and studies. This is not
very much money.
A: The UPWP provides funding for staff resources and other technical studies. The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a list
of construction type projects in our region. The money we get is based on an initial authorization from the US DOT provided to the
State of New Jersey, who ultimately determine how much gets allocated to each of the MPOs within the state. SJTPO has little
control over how much money we get for our operations and projects.

43.

C: The funding amounts related to the document (UPWP) needs clarification.
A: SJTPO will strive to improve this UPWP feature for future documents.

44.

C: You also have to worry about the Salem Nuclear Plant. Evacuation due to a problem at the plan would be troublesome.
A: This is duly noted. SJTPO will investigate the existing current Salem Power Plant evacuation plans and propose a study if it is needed
and found to be within SJTPO’s scope.

45.

C: There are other bridges, which are more critical, including Corson’s Inlet and Towson Inlet. The one bridge that you selected has
available routes in and out of Ocean City.
A: The bridges chosen for simulated closure represented just a sample of critical bridges that connect the mainland with the barrier
islands. This particular model run has shown that the closing of one particular set of OC bridges did not have a big negative impact. It
is possible that future SJTPO staff activities will include evaluating the impact of other possible bridge closures, which may show a
larger negative impact.

46.

C: Ocean Drive is vital in an emergency situation.
A: Ocean Drive is well represented in the fiscally constrained project list (TIP) and the Cape May critical needs (unfunded) list.
From the current TIP:
a. Project Number S1601 - Ocean Drive (CR 619), 29th Street to 62nd Street, Mill and overlay of the roadway within the
existing right-of-way
From the Cape May County critical needs (CN) list:
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47.

b. CN # 2- Ocean Drive (CR621) Upgrade and Bridge Replacement in Lower Township is estimated to cost in excess of $250
million.
c. CN # 7- Replacement of the structurally deficient and functionally obsolete Ocean Drive (CR619) Bridge over Townsends Inlet
is estimated at approximately $75 million. The bridge spans between Avalon and Sea Isle City and negotiating the
navigational channel through the bridge is very challenging.
d. CN # 8- Raising the roadway and armoring the embankment of Ocean Drive (CR619) from the Corson’s Inlet Bridge in Upper
Township to 55th Street in Ocean City is approximately $9 million.
e. CN # 9- Installing a revetment wall to protect the Cape May County owned portion of Ocean Drive (CR656) in Egg Harbor
Township from the Ocean City Longport Bridge to NJ Route 152 is approximately $3,000,000.
f. CN # 14- Rehabilitating the Ocean Drive (CR619) Bridge over Grassy Sound in Middle Township is approximately $12 million.
g. CN # 15- Replacement of the structurally deficient and functionally obsolete Ocean Drive (CR619) Bridge over Corson’s Inlet
in Upper Township is approximately $60 million.
Q: Do you have a speaker’s bureau? There are a lot of groups in the county that should be addressed by your organization.
A: This is duly noted. SJTPO will seriously consider this public outreach strategy.

Other Round 2 Questions and Comments Collected
1.
2.

3.
4.

C: It is my opinion that rail service in the county has been overlooked as a supplement to our transportation needs.
C: Light rail running on existing infrastructure, even if it was only from Cold Spring or Rio Grande into Cape May, would help to lift
the heavy burden of traffic and parking in the city of Cape May. But beyond that, full service from the lower Cape to Tuckahoe or
Hammonton would also ease traffic and should be considered as an alternate means of evacuation in the event of a hurricane. If
Rt. 55 were ever to be brought further south, the area of Rt. 83 in Dennis Township would be an ideal location for a park and ride.
As would Rio Grande.
C: The infrastructure is already in place, and it would be a great loss to our area if these rail lines were ever to be severed, and right
of way lost.
C: Relieving traffic congestion and infrastructure wear is key to saving lives and taxpayers’ money. One suggestion stands out as
advantageous for long-term goals- a light rail system from Tuckahoe to Cape May. With the increased tourism projections, this
seems to be a sensible approach. And this would undoubtedly have a "green effect" improvement of air quality throughout the
county.
A: The goals for Transportation Matters include congestion management, supporting the region’s economic development, and
prescribing solutions that are sensitive to our environment. Light rail is a viable solution for some parts of the country. A light rail
feasibility study would have to be done for this concept to progress. SJTPO will consider this a possible study area. However, it is not
likely to be feasible given the current and projected population and employment density, and the high cost of constructing,
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equipping, and operating rail service. Bus service has a much lower cost, and even that is not always feasible in a region with low
density.
5.

In reference to a letter mailed to SJTPO, June 13, 2016:
C: Completion of Route 55 is not warranted for safety reasons 4
C: Completion of Route 55 is not warranted for evacuation reasons
A: SJTPO is currently doing a NJ 55/47/347 Purpose and Needs Study, which will look at the congestion and safety issues in the NJ
55/47/347 corridor. The Study will look at all possible improvements for alleviating congestion and improving safety.
In addition, SJTPO has an extensive data-driven approach to identifying and prioritizing safety issues. (www.sjtpo.org/hsip.html). The
Route 55 extension corridor would need to rank high as a result of analysis using both quantitative and qualitative data in order for it
to be prioritized as a safety project. This corridor is not currently a safety priority.
A study would be warranted to determine our network’s evacuation performance under different scenarios. Past performance is not
always an adequate indicator due to the variety of possible storm conditions. In addition, many other factors may have changed
since previous storms. Although the Route 55 evacuation issue was addressed in the 2035 SJTPO Regional Transportation Plan
(2008), in light of recent extreme weather events, it merits additional attention. SJTPO will research the recent evacuation studies
done for our region and determine if there is a need for a separate SJTPO study in the near future.

6.

Additional Comments Gleaned from Public Meeting Maps:
C: Extend Route 55 to the Garden State Parkway.
A: This is included as an unfunded Critical Project Need, as listed in Appendix A.2. See above responses for additional SJTPO responses
pertaining to Route 55.

7.

C: Cape May County is currently working on an open space program in order to seek additional funding for bike projects in the
county.
A: SJTPO is participating in this Cape May county bike path planning effort.

8.

C: Abandoned railroad lines near Woodbine, Belleplain, and Dennis Township could be converted to bike trails.
A: This will be communicated to the Cape May County bike path planning team.

9.

C: The B.L. England generating plant is to be converted to gas; there may be an opportunity to convert the rail line to a bike trail.
A: This will be communicated to the Cape May County bike path planning team.

10.

C: On Page 35: Nearby Examples of Success: SJTPO’s sister organization, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
(DVRPC), which covers the Greater Philadelphia Area, working with partners across its nine-county region, has developed the

4

For conciseness, the actual comments have been paraphrased. SJTPO has retained a copy of the original comment as submitted.
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11.

A:
C:

12.

A:
C:

13.

A:
C:

A:
14.

C:

Circuit Trails. The nine counties include Camden, Burlington, Gloucester and Mercer in New Jersey and Philadelphia,
Montgomery, Delaware, Bucks and Chester in Pennsylvania. The Circuit is a 750-mile network of planned bicycle and pedestrian
[MULTI-USE] trails connecting people to jobs, communities, and parks in the Greater Philadelphia Area. To date over 300 miles
have been built.” (When discussing the DVRPC region, it would be helpful to list at least once the counties in that consist of the
"Greater Philadelphia area" because this is unclear to much of the public).
The suggested edits have been made and will be included in the next draft.
On Page 36: Rename/replace map – Figure 11 – Map of The Circuit Trails, Network of Multi-Use Trails Across Nine PA & NJ
Counties. (The Tri-State Transportation Campaign) has provided an updated map as part of their comments with that also
includes the new Circuit Trails logo.
Figure 11 has been updated with this new map.
On Page 36: The subheading Bike/Ped Tourism – An Economic Driver – should consider MULTI-USE TRAILS – AN ECONOMIC
DRIVER. This section could also add in the Urban Land Institute (ULI) statistics about developers favoring projects that include
trails and businesses that seek to locate new ventures along trails – e.g. restaurants, etc. A good resource is ULI’s recent report
Active Transportation and Real Estate: The Next Frontier.
Some additions have been made to this section, which address this.
Regarding further discussion of the bikeways, a comprehensive map across the counties should be developed rather than the
need to reference individual county maps. This helps build a regional system that can span across county boundaries. SJTPO
should also re-consider looking at their “bikeway” system in terms of its on-road bicycle facilities and multi-use trails (rather than
“bike paths”). For example:
• On Page 29: In addition to their recreational benefits, provision of sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and paths [CHANGE TO MULTI-USE
TRAILS] can encourage the use of alternate forms of transportation for work, shopping, and other trips.
• On Page 35: Opportunities to build upon the bicycle and pedestrian network in the SJTPO region is growing, with plans for
even more growth as resources become available. This growth has the ability to build upon South Jersey’s inherent strengths,
such as its proximity to the Greater Philadelphia Area and its growing bikeway network [CHANGE TO GROWING NETWORK OF
MULTI-USE TRAILS], the already prevalent tourism industry, and the vast natural and social resources in the region. In
addition, an expanded network can be valuable in promoting economic development and can help improve access for
households with limited or no access to an automobile.
Figure 10—Existing and Proposed Bikeways, does include “on-road” as well as off-road facilities. Some edits have been made to
Chapter 4—Section 2: the Bicycle and Pedestrian system, which address these comments.
The multi-use aspect of Circuit Trails emphasizes that it is not only a bike connection but that trails are also a space for
pedestrians, running, dog walking, and other activities. Additionally, this plan should specifically mention the health benefits of
people utilizing trails and having places for outdoor activity. Furthermore, Transportation Matters considers unused rail lines for
reactivation, but there may also be potential opportunities for rail right-of-way reuse, such as the upcoming Reading Viaduct in
Philadelphia or New York’s High Line.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

A: Your comment is duly noted. In 2009-2010, SJTPO funded a Rails-to-Trails feasibility study for Cumberland County. A copy of the final
study, including appendices, is located at www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/22602/22954/23141/default.aspx.
C: Regarding public transportation planning, Tri-State commends SJTPO’s call for extended transit service hours into the evening and
weekends. One consideration is looking at also increasing frequency on the Atlantic City line that connects to downtown
Philadelphia: This line runs very infrequently and is likely a contributing factor in its declining ridership. If SJTPO is seriously
considering a strategy where people commute to the shore in non-motorized transit, upgrades to the Atlantic City line needs
serious consideration since the system already exists, but can be much improved to be a viable option for most users.
A: Your comment is duly noted. As part of Chapter 4-Section 4. Public Transportation, Transportation Matters does reference the
recent “Atlantic City Rail Line Operations Study, “which calls for more train service.
C: Also on transit planning, Tri-State would like a more concrete update of the South Jersey Bus Rapid Transit project, since many of
the project updates are now a few years old, many dating back to 2012.
A: A current update provided by NJ TRANSIT of the South Jersey Bus Rapid Transit System (SJBRT) is provided in Chapter 4, The Region’s
Existing Transportation System and Select Strategies,” under the “Future Projects and Recommendations” section. This is the most
current update.
C: Additionally, the concept of the Region One Call Center is a great idea to provide a place a person can find transit resources all in
one place; however, it should be expanded to include an online presence through a text service, website, and web app to expand
its reach and usefulness while using transportation. Tri-State also commends the concept of forming a Regional Coordination
Council and Transportation Coalition in each county.
A: Your comment is duly noted. We will look into whether the Regional One-Call Center can incorporate other forms of communication,
in addition to telecommunications.
C: With regards to programming safety programs, while important to have bicycle and pedestrian safety programs for elementary
and middle school, by high school and adulthood there are only programs for drivers. Continuing education and awareness is
important for all road users. NJTPA’s StreetSmart program could be used as a model of how SJTPO can further integrate safety for
all users into adulthood. Furthermore, adult bicycle safety courses and pedestrian safety courses for seniors are also popular
programs that promote further bicycle and pedestrian safety and education.
A: Your comments are duly noted. An additional section, “Opportunities to Expand upon Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Awareness,” has
been added into Chapter 5-Safety.

19.

C: Additionally, the incorporation of on-demand ridesharing (Uber, Lyft) and car sharing into future transportation planning should
be examined. DVRPC’s recently released Future Forces Report looks into these trends and SJTPO should also consider these for its
regional transportation plan.
A: See comment 6 under Bridgeton Public Meeting comments, above.

20.

C: Dredging is an issue for coastal communities being able to navigate the back bays, which seem to relate to the mission of the
Transportation Matters plan that SJTPO is working on. Ocean City remains committed to dredging all parts of the bay side, but the
city has essentially no place to deposit dredged material. Environmental regulations create substantial obstacles to new dredging
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projects. New surveys indicate as much as 900,000 cubic yards of material must be removed to restore all of Ocean City's bays
and lagoons to a depth of five to six feet for navigating the waters.
A: This is duly noted. SJTPO does not have direct jurisdiction over waterways, but we will forward your comments to the NJDOT –
Maritime Resources Division as well as NJDEP.
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