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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

�e Cumberland County Bikeways Inventory documents existing and proposed bikeways throughout 
Cumberland County. �e report intends to guide future bicycle infrastructure investments by 
ensuring that local governments and other interested parties have accurate information regarding 
the existing and proposed bicycle network throughout Cumberland County. �ose involved with 
bikeway planning throughout the region will be better equipped to identify bicycle network gaps and 
maximize connectivity with access to this information.

Cross County Connection Transportation Management Association (TMA) periodically conducts an 
inventory of bikeways for a county in its service area. �is document serves as an update to the 2007 
Cumberland County Bicycle Facilities Inventory, and functions as a snapshot of bikeway planning and 
implementation activity in Cumberland County in 2014. 

�e ultimate purpose of the inventory is to facilitate the creation of a comprehensive bicycle network 
in South Jersey that is accessible to a broad range of users. While accomplishing this goal will require 
signi�cant resources, coordination, and cooperation from local, county, regional, and statewide 
stakeholders, it will be a major step to advancing the safety, health, and quality of life of Cumberland 
County residents, employees, and visitors.

Port Norris Pathway, Commercial Township Wood Street Bicycle Lane, Vineland City
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Bene�ts of a Bicycle-Friendly Cumberland County

Bicycling is a viable, healthy, and equitable mode of transportation. Developing a regional bikeway 
network and encouraging bicycling increases mobility and accessibility for county travelers and yields 
the following bene�ts:

Road Safety
�ere were 202 reported crashes involving a bicyclist in Cumberland County between 2009 and 
2013. �ese crashes resulted in 89 reports of pain, 48 injuries, and 3 fatalities.1  Preventing tra�c 
incidents involving bicyclists should be a priority since bicycle trips account for only one percent of 
all trips in the United States, yet bicycle fatalities represent nearly two percent of all tra�c fatalities.2 
Appropriately selected and well-designed bikeways create safer environments for bicyclists and 
encourage additional bicycle activity, which has been shown to reduce the number of bicycle-related 
crashes. �is concept is known as “safety in numbers.” 3

Public Health
Cumberland County had an estimated adult obesity rate of 33.9% in 2011, which was the highest 
of all counties in New Jersey. �e county also ranked �rst in the state in terms of reported physical 
inactivity during leisure time.4  �ere is a clear need to promote active living and enhance public 
health in Cumberland County. Investing in bikeways is an e�ective way to encourage physical activity 
in the County, as research has shown that areas with bicycle facilities have higher levels of bicycle 
commuting, and people living near bikeways are more likely to be active.5

Quality of Life
Communities that are bicycle-friendly provide more travel options for people of all ages, including 
children and the elderly. A comprehensive bikeway network also provides a fun, a�ordable, healthy 
means of commuting to and from work for those who reside or are employed in Cumberland County. 
Bicycle-friendly communities also provide recreational opportunities for residents, foster community 
engagement, and strengthen a sense of civic pride, all of which may contribute to an increase in 
quality of life. Additionally, the 2009 Omnibus Household Survey found that 70% of Americans 
considered bike lanes or paths to be important community features.6  Communities that take the lead 
in implementing a safe bikeway network may also be eligible for recognition under the League of 
American Bicyclists’ Bicycle Friendly America program.

1 Rutgers Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation (CAIT). Plan4Safety. <http://cait.rutgers.edu/tsrc/plan4safety>
2 University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center. Pedestrian and Bicy-
cle Crash Statistics. < http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/data/factsheet_crash.cfm>
3 Jacobsen, P.L., Safety in numbers: more walkers and bicyclists, safer walking and bicyclist. (2003) Injury Prevention Vol. 9, Issue 
3, 205-209.
4 Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Diabetes Interactive Atlas. <http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/atlas/countydata/atlas.
html>
5 Pucher, Dill, and Handy. Infrastructure, Programs, and Policies to Increase Bicycling: An International Review. (2010). Preventa-
tive Medicine 50: S106-S125.
6 U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovation Technology Administration (RITA), Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics. (2011) Transportation Statistics Annual Report 2010. Washington D.C. <http://large.stanford.edu/courses/2011/ph240/
goldenstein2/docs/entire.pdf>	
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Equity
Roughly 16.1% of Cumberland County residents live below the poverty line and 5,378 households 
(10.6%) do not have access to an automobile.7 �e development of a comprehensive network of 
bikeways in Cumberland County would help ensure that those without access to a vehicle or do not 
drive have access to employment centers, shopping destinations, public transit, and other services.   
Providing accommodations for low-cost travel options such as bicycling is an essential component of 
creating an equitable transportation network.

Environmental
�e New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) estimates that on-road 
transportation accounts for 37.3% of gross greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) in New Jersey.8  However, 
approximately 38% of all trips in the United States are two miles or less.9 Many of these short trips 
could be made by bicycle if safe travel accommodations were available. �e creation of a connected 
bicycle network may help improve the quality of the environment. Even a small decline in the total 
number of motor vehicle trips or vehicle miles traveled (VMT) would improve air quality and greatly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change. 

Economic
�e construction of bicycle-related infrastructure and fostering a culture of bicycling can yield 
economic bene�ts. �e Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center at Rutgers University examined 
the economic impacts of investments in active transportation-related infrastructure (bicycle and 
pedestrian) in New Jersey from local, state, federal, and private sources in 2011. �ey found that 
the $63.17 million invested in these facilities generated an estimated $149.63 million in economic 
activity, 648 jobs with $44.57 million in compensation, $75.62 million in contributions to GDP, and 
$15.68 million in tax revenue. �is demonstrates that bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure generate 
a positive return on investment. Active transportation-related events also contributed an estimated 
$57.82 million in economic activity, which highlights the importance of bicycle tourism.10 �is 
comprehensive study demonstrated that investing in bicycle infrastructure and promoting bicycling 
is smart �scal policy. 

Setting

Overview
Cumberland County is situated along the Delaware Bay in southern New Jersey. As shown in Map 
1, the 483.7 square-mile county borders Gloucester County to the north, Salem County to the west, 
Atlantic County to the northeast, and Cape May County to the southeast. �e county contains fourteen 
municipalities, including three cities, ten townships, and one borough. Bridgeton is the county seat 
while Vineland is the most populous municipality. Cumberland County features over 40 miles of 
Delaware Bay coastline and is home to the numerous creeks and rivers, including the Maurice River 

7 U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2012). <http://fact�nder2.census.gov>
8 New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Statewide Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory for 2009 (2012). <http://
www.nj.gov/dep/sage/docs/ghg-inventory2009.pdf>

9 U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, 2009 National Household Travel Survey	
10 Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center. �e Economic Impacts of Active Transportation in New Jersey (2013). <http://nj-
bikeped.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Economic-Impacts-of-Active-Transportation-in-NJ.pdf>	
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and its tributaries - the Menantico, Manumuskin, and the Muskee. Cumberland County enjoys a 
maritime heritage centered around oystering, �shing, and ship building. Port Norris in Commercial 
Township was once known as the “Oyster Capital of the World,” and the County’s shoreline and rivers 
remain popular tourist destinations for �shing, boating, bird watching, and other outdoor activities. 
�e County also boasts a rich cultural heritage and features numerous farms, houses, and other 
landmarks that are on the historical site register.11 Cumberland County’s economy was developed 
around four primary industries - glass making, food processing, textiles, and maritime trades. Today, 
Cumberland County continues to enjoy a strong agricultural base, while its primary industries are 
health care, construction, hospitality and tourism, and advanced manufacturing. 12

Land Use and Population Characteristics
In 2010, Cumberland County had a population of 156,898, making it the sixth smallest county in New 
Jersey.13 �e County has grown in recent years, as the U.S. Census estimates that the 2013 population 
of the county increased to 157,332.14 With the exception of the County’s three cities, Cumberland 
County is signi�cantly less densely populated than other counties in New Jersey. Approximately 324.4 
persons per square mile inhabit Cumberland County, making it the ��h least densely populated 
county in the state.15

Cumberland County contains fourteen municipalities, including cities such as Vineland, Millville, 
and Bridgeton, which are primarily urban in character and are more densely populated than the rest 
of the County (see Map 2). �e majority of Cumberland County, however, is occupied by wetlands, 
forests, agricultural lands, the Pinelands Management area, and numerous parks, as depicted in Maps 
3 and 4.

11 Cumberland County (2014) Cumberland County History < http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/163/>
12 Cumberland County. (2014) About Cumberland County < http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/161/default.aspx>
13 U.S. Census Bureau. U.S. Census Summary File 1 (2010). < http://fact�nder2.census.gov>
14 U.S. Census Bureau. Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2013. (2013) << http://fact�nder2.
census.gov>
15 U.S. Census Bureau. U.S. Census Summary File 1(2010). < http://fact�nder2.census.gov>

Viewing area on Glade Road in Maurice River Historic home in Mauricetown
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